
Polam Hall School: Age Related Expectations  
YEAR:    8                       SUBJECT:              French     

Core Knowledge 

Talking about media 
Talking about a holiday 
Personalities and relationships 
Clothes and outfits 
Describing home and local area 
Ordering food and drink 
Dreams and ambitions 

Core Skills 

avoir, être, aller and faire 
regular -er verbs 
-ir and -re verbs 
perfect tense of regular and irregular verbs 
giving opinions in the past tense 
forming questions in the perfect tense 
adjectival agreement 
reflexive verbs 
writing in three tenses 
il faut 
modal verbs vouloir, devoir, pouvoir 
imperative verb forms 
superlatives 

LEVEL DESCRIPTOR 

 
GREATER 
DEPTH 
 
 

Show understanding of main points, opinions with reasons and details in a range of short passages which include 
references to four tenses (imperfect, perfect, present and future). 
- Transcribe sentences. 
Take part in longer conversations communicating a variety of details, including opinions with reasons. 
- Use a range of grammatical structures and references to four tenses (imperfect, perfect, present and future). 
- Ask spontaneous questions and show increasingly accurate pronunciation. 
Show understanding of gist, detail and opinions in a range of texts, including authentic texts 
Translate short passages into from French into English and vice versa, showing awareness of grammar learned 
Write short texts on different topics, giving and asking for information and opinions and using a range of grammatical 
structures and references to four tenses (imperfect, perfect, present and future). 

 - Show understanding of main points, opinions with reasons and details in a range of short passages which include 
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CONFIDENT 
 
 

references to three tenses (past, present and future). 
- Transcribe longer phrases. 
Take part in longer conversations communicating a variety of details, including opinions with reasons. 
- Use a range of grammatical structures and references to three tenses (past, present and future). 
Show understanding of main points, details, overall message and opinions with reasons in short texts referring to perfect, 
present and future tenses. 
- Understand longer authentic texts (e.g. poems) 
Translate longer, more complex sentences from French into English and vice versa 
Write short texts for different purposes, referring to past, present and future tenses 

 
EXPECTED 
 
 

- Show understanding of main points, opinions with reasons and details in a range of short passages which include 
references to two tenses (present and future). 
- Transcribe longer familiar phrases. 
Take part in longer conversations communicating a variety of details, including opinions with reasons. 
- Use a range of grammatical structures and references to two tenses (present and future). 
Show understanding of main points, details, overall message and opinions with reasons in short texts referring to 
present and future tenses. 
- Understand short authentic texts (e.g. leaflets) 
- Translate longer, more complex sentences into English with support 
- Translate longer sentences containing familiar words and grammatical structures into French 
Write short texts for different purposes, referring to present and future tenses 
- Express and justify opinions 

 
WORKING 
TOWARDS 
 
 

Show understanding of main points and opinions with reasons from a conversation using a range of familiar vocabulary, 
short phrases and common verbs in the present tense 
- Transcribe short phrases. 
Ask and answer a range of simple questions. 
- Take part in a range of brief - dialogues, using short phrases referring to the present and future. 
- Exchange opinions and give reasons. 
- Describe and give information in short dialogues. 
Show understanding of main points and opinions with reasons in texts using a range of familiar vocabulary, short 
phrases and common verbs in the present tense. 
- Translate longer sentences into English, showing awareness of grammar learned. 
- Translate familiar short phrases into French 
Write a paragraph on a range of familiar topics without support, expressing opinions and giving reasons. 

 
BEGINNING 

Show understanding of main points and opinions from a conversation using a range of familiar vocabulary, short phrases 
and common verbs in the present tense. 
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Transcribe familiar short phrases. 
Ask and answer a range of simple questions. Take part in a range of brief dialogues, using short phrases referring to the 
present. Exchange opinions. Describe and give information in short dialogues using familiar vocabulary and common 
grammatical structures. 
Show understanding of main points and opinions in short texts using a range of familiar vocabulary, short phrases and 
common verbs in the present tense. 
Translate short sentences into English, showing awareness of grammar learned. 
Write a paragraph to give information and express simple opinions. 


