
Polam Hall School: Age Related Expectations  
YEAR:       8               SUBJECT:          German          

 

Core Knowledge 

Basic introductions 
Numbers, days of the week and months 
Family members and pets 
Descriptions 
How to say when your birthday is 
Free time activities 
School subjects and teachers 
Places in town 
How to order snacks/buy souvenirs 

Core Skills 

haben and sein 
weak verbs  
connectives and intensifiers 
possessive adjectives mein/dein/sein/ihr 
haben + indefinite article 
modal verb können + infinitive 
adjectives as complement 
giving opinions and reasons 
justifying reasons using denn or weil 
time expressions 
verb + gern 
word order (verb placement, Time, Manner, Place) 
prepositions of location + dative 
es gibt + indefinite article in accusative 
using werden + infinitive to form the future tense 
 

LEVEL DESCRIPTOR 

 
GREATER 
DEPTH 
 
 

Show understanding of main points and opinions with reasons from a conversation using a range of familiar vocabulary, 
short phrases and common verbs in the present tense 
Transcribe short phrases. 
Ask and answer a range of simple questions. Take part in a range of brief dialogues, using short phrases referring to the 
present and future. Exchange opinions and give reasons. Describe and give information in short dialogues. 
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Show understanding of main points and opinions with reasons in texts using a range of familiar vocabulary, short 
phrases and common verbs in the present tense. 
Translate longer sentences into English, showing awareness of grammar learned. 
- Translate familiar short phrases into German. 
Write a paragraph on a range of familiar topics without support, expressing opinions and giving reasons. 

 
CONFIDENT 
 
 

Show understanding of main points and opinions from a conversation using a range of familiar vocabulary, short phrases 
and common verbs in the present tense.  
Transcribe familiar short phrases. 
Ask and answer a range of simple questions. Take part in a range of brief dialogues, using short phrases referring to the 
present. Exchange opinions. Describe and give information in short dialogues using familiar vocabulary and common 
grammatical structures. 
Show understanding of main points and opinions in short texts using a range of familiar vocabulary, short phrases and 
common verbs in the present tense.  
Translate short sentences into English, showing awareness of grammar learned. 
Write a paragraph to give information and express simple opinions.  
 

 
EXPECTED 
 
 

- Understand the main points and opinions from sentences using familiar vocabulary spoken clearly 
- Transcribe familiar words 
Ask and answer simple questions 
- Exchange simple opinions 
- Take part in brief conversations using the present tense 
Show understanding of main points and opinions in a paragraph using familiar language 
Translate short simple sentences from German into English, showing awareness of grammar learned so far (e.g. 
der/die/das, sehr/ziemlich) 
- Translate familiar words from English into German 
Write several short sentences with support to give information and express simple opinions using the present tense of 
frequently used verbs 

 
WORKING 
TOWARDS 
 
 

Understand a range of familiar phrases and opinions spoken clearly 
- Answer simple questions 
- Give basic information and opinions using familiar vocabulary 
- Begin to show awareness of sound patterns 
Show understanding of range of familiar phrases and opinions 
- Match sound to print by reading aloud words and phrases 
Translate familiar short phrases from German into English 
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- Write a few short sentences with support giving basic information and using the present tense of frequently used verbs 
- Write some familiar words from memory 

 
BEGINNING 
 
 

Understand familiar words and phrases 
Repeat words and unfamiliar sounds accurately 
- Show understanding of familiar written words and phrases.  
- Read familiar words and phrases aloud 
Translate familiar words from German into English 
Write or copy simple words correctly 
- Label items 
- Complete short phrases or sentences 


