
Polam Hall School: Age Related Expectations 
Year:  9                     Subject: Geography  
 

Core Knowledge 

 

 Why Are Rivers Important? 

 What Is An Economy? 

 Where Does Our Weather Come From? 

 Climate Change And The Earth’s Future. 
 

Core Skills 

 
To develop the ability to use geographical understanding of places, processes and sustainability to make well-evidenced decisions using the 
key skills of interpretation, analysis and evaluation. 
To explore political, social and cultural issues critically, to assess evidence, create debate and to make reasons and  arguments about a 
variety of issues on  different scales as well as developing progress towards life as a global citizen. 
 

LEVEL DESCRIPTOR 

 
GREATER DEPTH 
 
 

Accurately explains that many factors influence decisions made about sustainable development and 
other approaches to managing places/environments.  
Understands impacts can occur on a variety of scales and justifies how places are affected by actions 
and events elsewhere.  
Analyses how human actions may have consequences and that change can sometimes lead to 
conflict. 
Understands how the interaction between people and environments may result in complex and 
unintended changes.  
Accurately demonstrates a range of views about environmental interaction.  
Understands the importance of conservation and sustainable development, relates to land based 
studies with accuracy and confidence. 

 
CONFIDENT 
 
 

Clear explanation of the ways in which human activities cause environments to change both positively 
and negatively. 
Compares sustainable and other approaches to managing environments. 
Recognises and explains how conflicting demands on the environment may arise, able to explain why 
there will be a conflict of interest. 
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Appreciate that different values and attitudes can result in different approaches to environmental 
interaction and change. 
Understands the importance of conservation and sustainable development and relates to land based 
studies with accuracy. 

 
EXPECTED 
 
 

Explains some ways that human activities cause environments to change.  
Shows an awareness of sustainable development; suggests some ways this could be put into practice.  
Recognises the range of views people have about environmental interaction and change. 
Developing an understanding of the need for conservation and sustainable development.  
Links learning to land based studies with effect. 

 
WORKING TOWARDS 
 
 

Can identify and describe one or two links between the physical and human world. 
Begin to identify how people can both improve and sustain the environment. 
Recognise people will have different views about environmental issues. 
Begins to make links to land based studies. 

 
BEGINNING 
 
 

Can identify basic links between the human and physical world.  
Can recognise humans have an impact on the world around them. 


