
Polam Hall School: Age Related Expectations  
 

Core Knowledge 
Shakespeare/Play: Shakespearean Villains – Merchant of Venice 
19th Century Literature: Gothic Literature - 19th Century short stories 
Modern Prose: Prince of Mist – Gothic Literature 
Contemporary Play: – A Journey’s End 
Poetry: War – Anthology of Modern and 19th Century War Poems  
Creative Writing: Let’s Go on an Adventure – Fiction and non-fiction extracts 
Core Skills 
Reading: 
 Demonstrate a clear and concise understanding of texts 
 Select and retrieve a range of appropriate and relevant quotations 
 Summarise key information from a text 
 Identify and use subject terms within a piece of writing 
 Make clear inferences  
 Analyse a writer’s use of language and technique 
 Analyse the writer’s intentions 
 Be able to consider social and historical context of texts studied 

 
Writing: 
 Be able to produce successful, imaginative and creative texts 
 Adapt writing style to suit a range of audience and purpose 
 Clearly craft language/vocabulary for effect 
 Use a range of punctuation accurately and effectively 
 Employ a full range of sentence structures in order to create an effect on the reader 
 Be able to use coherent paragraphing with some structural features 
 Spell accurately  

 
Speaking and Listening: 
 Communicate clearly and effectively 
 Use Standard English with a good level of accuracy  
 Be able to discuss complex ideas with confidence  
 Speak with an appropriate level of formality 
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LEVEL DESCRIPTOR 
 Reading Writing  SPaG 
 
GREATER DEPTH 
 
 

• Consistently and independently identify 
quotations and analyse key words for impact, 
attempting to embed them in my work  
• Use subject specific terminology 
consistently to write about language. 
• Independently link findings to context. 
• Fluently and consistently identify writers’ 
choices and their impact 

• Sensibly and effectively write for purpose and 
audience, showing sustained consideration of 
both 
• Use varied and ambitious vocabulary for 
specific effects  
• Use material in an imaginative way with a 
distinctive voice throughout  
• Skillfully manage information in paragraphs 
which are essential for meaning. 

• Use correct spelling 
throughout and a range of 
punctuation to craft sentences  
• Intentionally use sentence 
variety to achieve considered 
effects. 

 
CONFIDENT 
 
 

• Consistently identify quotations and analyse 
key words for impact  
• Use subject specific terminology. 
• Show awareness of context and can 
discuss its relevance confidently. 
• Can identify writers’ choices and show 
awareness of impact.  

• Show clear purpose throughout my writing, 
and audience is clearly considered effectively. 
• Use ambitious vocabulary and well-chosen 
phrases  for effect  
• Sustain interest by being engaging and 
convincing in my writing and using paragraphs 
to help coherence. 

• Almost always use spelling 
and punctuation accurately and 
ambitiously with a full range of 
sentence forms. 

 
EXPECTED 
 
 

• Choose quotes well which are relevant to 
text and task 
• Explain effects of language and structure 
referring to subject terminology 
 • Start to link how context affects meaning. 

• Show purpose and audience across my 
writing in an engaging way. 
• Use varied and ambitious vocabulary and 
well-chosen phrases for effect 
 • Use paragraphs to organise my work to help 
build interest 

• Mostly use correct spelling 
and a range of punctuation 
though with occasional errors  
• Use a variety of sentence 
forms for effect 

 
WORKING 
TOWARDS 
 
 

• Identify some relevant points and 
quotations to support interpretations • 
Attempt to use subject terminology at times 
when explaining writers’ choice of language 
 • Show awareness that texts are created in a 
particular time and place. 
 

• Match purpose and audience in a clear way 
increasingly successfully. 
• Use varied vocabulary  clearly chosen for 
effect  
• Try to use paragraphs to organise my ideas 
as well as trying to vary sentence structure. 

• Accurately spell basic words 
and some complex words.  
• Show some control of a range 
of punctuation including 
attempts at colons and semi 
colons  
• Attempt to use a variety of 
sentence forms for effect 

 
BEGINNING 
 
 

• Make straightforward interpretations of 
texts, occasionally selecting quotations to 
support these. • Demonstrate understanding 
of writers’ choices and express opinions 
about these. 

• Clearly attempt to match purpose and 
audience.  
• Use well-chosen vocabulary but may not be 
ambitious 

• Accurately spell basic words 
and attempt to use a range of 
punctuation although not 
always correctly.  
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YEAR: 8              SUBJECT:        English            

 • Use some language devices but in a limited 
way 
 • Organise my ideas appropriately and usually 
use paragraphs 

• Attempt to use a simple and 
complex sentence forms. 


