
Polam Hall School: Age Related Expectations Year 7 Drama 
 

Core Knowledge 

 Understand and demonstrate the basic social and group skills necessary for meaningful drama to take place (listening, observation, 
concentration and co-operation)  

 Understand how the use of space, voice and movement can communicate specific or general meaning in drama and evaluate that 
use.  

 Demonstrate that their ability to devise drama and create credible characters is developing over time.  

 Structure drama which has a clear beginning, middle and end.  

 Be clear that process is often more important than performance, and thus that performance is not always part of the activity. 
 

Core Skills 

 Drama is split into 3 core strands: making, performing and responding. All three skills have equal weighting and are assessed 
throughout the year.  

 Work in mixed groups of various sizes; through this work they should develop negotiation skills and the ability to make decisions as 
part of a group. 

 Develop a basic set of practical skills: vocal, physical and stagecraft through participation in teacher and student led activities. These 
will be built upon throughout KS3. 

 Apply structural skills and devices, including freeze frame, split screen and thought tracking to create cohesive performances. 
 

LEVEL DESCRIPTOR 

 Making  Performing Responding 

 
GREATER DEPTH 
 
 

 I can create a confident 
performance showing 
creativity and a good 
understanding of the 
techniques, style and/or 
genre studied. I can 
select a range of 
techniques and apply 
them well to my final 
piece. 

 I can create interesting 
and convincing 

 I can use multiple 
techniques in 
performance, choosing 
appropriately for the 
style and / or genre with 
success. I consider the 
desired effect on the 
audience in terms of 
communicating narrative, 
theme, mood and/or 
atmosphere. 

 I can give specific 
verbal/written feedback 
with three or more 
points, including 
examples and analysis. I 
show a good awareness 
of intention and audience 
and can use drama 
terminology well. 
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characters and/or 
narratives with some 
originality. I make good 
choices in terms of voice 
and physicality and these 
are consistently applied. 

 I can work with anyone 
and demonstrate 
commitment in rehearsal, 
often with leadership 
skills. I can generate 
ideas for my own / my 
group’s work and realise 
these to a good standard 
through rehearsal 
techniques. 

 

 I can stay in a convincing 
role throughout for over 
3 minutes with good 
consideration of voice 
and physicality. All lines 
are secure and I can 
demonstrate good 
interaction with others on 
stage. 

 

 
CONFIDENT 
 
 

 I can create a piece of 
work showing creativity 
and an understanding of 
all techniques, style and 
genre studied. I can 
select a combination of 
techniques and apply 
them to my final piece. 

 I can create clear 
characters and/or 
narratives that are fully 
appropriate. I can use 
consistent and 
appropriate voice and 
physicality. 

 I can work well with all 
my peers and listen and 

 I can use two or more 
appropriate techniques 
in performance usually 
with success creating the 
desired effect on the 
audience to 
communicate narrative, 
theme, style, genre 
mood and/or 
atmosphere. 

 I can stay in role all the 
time with consideration 
of voice and physicality 
for over 2 minutes. I can 
learn all lines and show 
an awareness of other 
performers on stage. 

 I can give specific 
verbal/written feedback 
with at least two relevant 
examples of strength 
and weakness and an 
attempt to analyse the 
impact of these. I use 
appropriate drama 
terminology correctly. 
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remain on task. I use 
rehearsal time effectively 
all the time and can give 
ideas to the group. 

 
 

 

 
EXPECTED 
 
 

 I can create a thoughtful 
piece of work mostly in 
keeping with the 
techniques and/or style 
covered. 

 I can independently 
create appropriate 
characters and/or 
narratives. I use voice 
and physicality, mostly 
with success. 

 I can work well with most 
people, listen and remain 
on task most of the time. 
I help to make rehearsal 
effective most of the time 
and can offer ideas. 

 

 I can use at least two 
appropriate techniques 
in performance. Mostly 
achieving success. 

 I can stay in role most of 
the time with 
consideration of voice 
and/or physicality for at 
least 2 minutes. I can 
commit most of my lines 
to memory. 

 

 I can give specific 
verbal/written feedback 
with at least one relevant 
example of strength and 
weakness. I attempt to 
use drama terminology, 
mostly with accuracy. 

 

 
WORKING TOWARDS 
 
 

   I can create a suitable 
piece of work using 
some of the techniques 
studied with some 
success. 

 I can create simple 
characters and/or 
narratives with some use 
of voice and/or 
physicality. 

 I can attempt at least 
one, maybe a couple of 
techniques in 
performance with some 
success. 

 I can stay in role some of 
the time and perform 
with some attention to 
voice and/or physicality 
for at least 1 ½ minutes. 

 I can give general 
verbal/written feedback 
on what went well and 
areas for improvement 
for my own work and the 
work of others. I can use 
some, basic drama 
terminology. 

 I can create homework 
that has some good 
thought in terms of 
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 I can listen to others in 
my group and offer 
simple suggestions. I 
can work well with most 
people. I can lose focus 
on occasions. 

 

I can commit some 
dialogue to memory. 

 

content and 
presentation. I can do 
basic research. 

 

 
BEGINNING 
 
 

 I can create a basic 
piece of work 
attempting some of 
the techniques 
studied. 

 I can use basic ideas 
of my own and/or 
those of others to 
create a simple 
character and/or 
narrative. 

 I can work with most 
people, however 
struggle to give ideas 
or only offer basic 
suggestions. I can 
lose focus. 

 

 I can attempt at least 
one suitable 
technique in 
performance to a 
basic level or with 
occasional success. 

 I can perform a basic 
character and / or 
narrative and stay in 
role some of the 
time. I can commit a 
small amount of 
dialogue to memory. 

 

 I can give basic 
verbal / written 
feedback on what 
went well and even 
better if for my own 
work and the work of 
others. 

 I can hand-in basic 
homework and / or 
research. I 
sometimes miss 
deadlines. 

 


