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16th January 2021 

Dear Year 11 Parents and Students 

You may have seen in the news that the consultation into arrangements for GCSE and A Level assessment this summer 

was launched on Friday. In summary, the proposal from Ofqual and the Department for Education is as follows: 

 That in summer 2021 a student’s grade in each subject will be based on their teachers’ assessment of the 

standard at which the student is performing. This differs from the arrangements in 2020 when teachers were 

asked to predict what standard they thought pupils would have achieved if they had been able to sit their 

examinations. 

 That the final assessment will be made towards the end of the academic year, at about the time students would 

have taken their GCSE exams.  

 That, to help teachers make objective decisions, exam boards should provide guidance and training, and make 

available a set of papers, which teachers use with their students as part of their assessment.  

 That, where it is part of the qualification’s existing specification, teachers will continue to assess any non-exam 

assessment that a student has undertaken in a subject, for example in Art, PE or Food. 

 That teachers should also draw on a range of broader evidence of a student’s work in making their final 

assessment.  

 That all students should be able to appeal their grade. 

Additionally, the consultation is asking for views on the timeline for the proposed arrangements. The proposed timeline 

is:  

o students would continue with their education during this academic year, 

o students would be assessed by their teachers in a period beginning in May into early June, 

o teachers would submit grades to the exam boards by mid-June, 

o external quality assurance by the exam boards would be ongoing throughout June, 

o results would be issued to students once the QA process is complete, most likely in early July, 

o student appeals could be submitted immediately following the issue of results and would first be considered by 

schools and colleges. 

The consultation will be open for two weeks, closing on Friday 29th January. I would strongly urge all our parents and 

students to read the detail of the consultation and to respond to it, as it has a direct impact on your assessment this 

summer. The consultation documents can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-

on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021 and the link to respond online is at the bottom 

of the webpage. 

Practically, we hope that arrangements can be confirmed as soon as possible – to give our students and staff certainty 

about what they are working towards for the next few months. What seems clear is that students still have time to 

improve on their mock examination grade and that hard work over the coming months is going to be as important as it 

would be in a ‘normal’ year. I have rarely been as proud of a year group as I am of this current Year 11 – they have 

continued to work undeterred by the uncertainty which surrounds them and their resilience is amazing. 

Once we know the outcome of the consultation, I will write to you again. 

Best wishes 

Kate Reid 
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