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Polam Hall School: Plan B 

Home Learning Plan for pupils in Years 7 – 11:  Parent and Pupil Version 

National Lockdown from January 2021 
 

National Lockdown: from January 2021 

Schools have been closed from Wednesday 6th January 2021. At present we have no 

definite end date for the lockdown. 

Department for Education Expectations for Home Learning: 

The Department for Education, in their ‘Guidance for Full Opening of Schools’ states that:  

‘Where a class, group or small number of pupils need to self-isolate, or local restrictions 

require pupils to remain at home, we expect schools to have the capacity to offer immediate 

remote education. All pupils who are not physically unwell with coronavirus (COVID-19) but 

who are at home as a result of coronavirus (COVID-19) should have access to remote 

education by the next school day. Schools are expected to consider how to continue to 

improve the quality of their existing curriculum, for example though technology and have a 

strong offer in place for remote education.’ 

At Polam Hall School we have a strong offer in place for Home Learning, which we have 

actively developed since March 2020. We use Microsoft Teams (or Zoom for some of the 

younger pupils in Junior School) to deliver live input, which is delivered to the normal school 

timetable for all secondary age pupils, combined with Show My Homework as a hub for posting 

of resources and tasks.  

Curriculum resources: 

There are a number of online resources in which school has invested or which are free and 

which may be used in delivering Home Learning. The details of some of these resources and 

who to contact should your child not be able to access them, for example if they have lost their 

login details, are below. Pupils have been given logins to these systems where this is 

necessary.  

Online resource Weblink Staff Contact 

Oak National Academy https://www.thenational.academy/  No login needed 

Office 365 www.office.com  Mr A Charlton 

Show My Homework https://polamhall.satchelone.com/school/home 
 

Mr A Charlton 
SMHW can be viewed without a 
login from the school website 

GCSEPod https://www.gcsepod.com/  Mr A Charlton 

Bedrock Vocabulary https://app.bedrocklearning.org/  Mrs K Squires 

MyOn Reading https://www.myon.co.uk/login/     Mrs K Squires 

Accelerated Reader https://ukhosted15.renlearn.co.uk/1963723/ Mrs K Squires 

Top Marks https://www.topmarks.co.uk/   No login required 

BBC Bitesize https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  No login required 

Charanga Music https://www.durhamonlinemusic.co.uk/ Ms N Holmes 

Seneca Learning https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/  Class teacher 

Times Tables 
Rockstars 

https://ttrockstars.com/  Mrs A Jones or Mrs N Bartholomew 
Miller 
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All staff emails can be found in the ‘Who to Contact Guide’ which is sent to all parents at the 

start of the Autumn term each year and can be found on the school website: 

https://www.phs.woodard.co.uk/954/who-to-contact  

                                  ******************************************************* 

Delivering Home Learning: 

There will be live input for each lesson on the timetable, delivered via Microsoft Teams. Each 

class has its own Team. Teachers will set up the live Teams lessons and pupils will be able to 

access them either through the Teams app or via the link which will be sent to the pupil’s 

school email address. We would strongly advise downloading the Team app as it gives pupils 

greater functionality.  

Pupils can login to Teams through their school account on Office 365. Their login is their 

school email address and password. All pupils have had lessons on how to use Teams as part 

of the Computing curriculum.  

If your child has problems logging into their school account, please either ring the school office 

or email their form tutor, or Pastoral Leader.  

If your child has missing classes in their Teams area or doesn’t have a lesson scheduled that 

should be on their timetable, then please email Ms Holmes: holmes.n@phs.Woodard.co.uk 

Any resources required for each lesson will be posted on Show My Homework. Teachers may 

also use the class Teams area to save documents. Show My Homework has the advantage 

of being accessible for parents and so we will use this as the hub for resources, internet links, 

Powerpoints etc.  

Pupils in school for Key Worker/Vulnerable pupil provision will complete the same work as 

their peers at home. They will work in ICT rooms in order to attend the Teams lessons. 

The Online School Day 

The Online School Day 

Live lessons will be delivered according to the normal timetable, but staggered so that the 

school internet bandwidth can support this use and also to address concerns raised about 

families with children in more than one year group using a shared device.  

Teachers will deliver online input via Teams for 30 minutes, followed by an independent task 

or tasks that should also take about 30 minutes. This means that there will be approximately 

an hour’s work for each timetabled lesson.  

There will also be Concordia Crescimus Time sessions for pupils. These will cover aspects of 

the CC Curriculum and ensure that all pupils have pastoral contact as well as academic. In 

CC Time pupils will either have a meeting with their Form Tutor, DEAR time (Drop Everything 

and Read time) a Reading (assembly) or the House Quiz. 

The times for live Teams lessons are as follows:  

 Years 7, 9 and 11 live input time Years 8 and 10 live input time 

Period 1 8.55am 9.25am 

Period 2 10.00am 10.30am 

https://www.phs.woodard.co.uk/954/who-to-contact
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Period 3 11.20am 11.50am 

CC Time 13.25– 13.45: Form time, DEAR, Reading (assembly) or House Quiz 

Period 4 1.45pm 2.15pm 

Period 5 2.45pm 3.15pm 

 

There will be live Teams lessons for almost every lesson that pupils would normally be taught. 

The lessons that will not be live will be Core PE, Accelerated Reader (although we expect 

pupils to read for the duration of their AR lesson) and Activities.  

 Provision to replace live teaching 

Core PE Resources for fitness and sport posted on Show My Homework 

Accelerated Reader Pupils have access to MyOn and should read for the full lesson. 

Activities  CC Challenges will be posted in Show My Homework 

 

Our normal expectations about pupils reading every day still remain. Pupils have access to 

free online books through MyOn. All pupils will have a login for MyOn. Pupils in Years 7 and 

8 will continue to undertake Accelerated Reader quizzes as well as read in their timetabled 

AR lessons.  

We hope that pupils will use some of the time when they do not have a lesson to be active, 

take some time away from a screen and get out in the fresh air.  

Lesson structure 

Teachers will deliver online input via Teams for 30 minutes, followed by an independent task 

or tasks that should also take about 30 minutes. This means that there will be approximately 

an hour’s work for each timetabled lesson.  

Live lessons for Year 11 may be longer than 30 minutes. Staff have been encouraged to use 

as much lesson time as possible for this cohort. We do not yet know what form GCSE 

assessment will take this year and so pupils are strongly advised to continue to study all 

aspects of all subjects as normal until we have clarification from Ofqual and the examination 

boards. 

In the rare cases where a pupil does not have suitable online access and school cannot 

provide a device or access to the internet for the child, paper-based resources will be sent 

home. If you think this may be the case for you please could you contact the School Office – 

either by telephone or emailing information@phs.woodard.co.uk. We will work with families to 

find the best solution to enable pupils to follow the planned curriculum as closely as possible. 

Feedback on pupil work: 

All pupils from Year 7 to Year 11 will submit work via Microsoft Teams, which will be used for 

assessment and feedback. Student Work folders will be used the submission of work for 

formative assessment. Work to be formally marked will be set as an Assignment. This work 

will be marked and returned to pupils.  

The frequency of marking and assessment will be determined at phase and subject level and 

will depend on the age of the child, the curriculum being followed and the disciplinary 

requirements of the subject. It will, wherever possible, follow the normal in school assessment 

mailto:information@phs.woodard.co.uk
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and feedback cycle. Wherever possible formal assessments including examinations will 

continue to take place remotely.  

There will be other forms of assessment and feedback used throughout a period of remote 

learning. These might include: 

 Giving answers to a set of questions for self-marking at home and then reporting the 

score to the teacher. 

 A Microsoft Forms, Show My Homework or other quiz to check understanding.  

 A dialogue with pupils or parents about the work. 

 Using GCSEPod or other online platform to give marks for questions set. 

 Asking pupils to send photographs or recordings of work or projects and sending them 

back a comment or housepoint.  

 A Teams chat with pupils to share what they are doing. 

 

It is the responsibility of students to submit completed work and assessed tasks through 

Microsoft Teams.  

Pupil behaviour: 

Our usual high expectations of student behaviour are exactly the same when they are learning 

online. A Teams lesson is just the same as a classroom. Pupils should not post inappropriate 

content in the chat during a lesson or disrupt learning in any other way. Teachers or Pastoral 

Leaders will contact parents if pupil behaviour is of concern. Pupils may be asked to leave an 

online lesson if their behaviour is disrupting the learning of others.   

Viewing pupil timetables: 

Senior School parents can see their child’s timetable on Arbor through the Parent Portal. The 

following link shows you how to do this: https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-

us/articles/203791992-Viewing-the-Calendar-on-the-Parent-Portal 

Monitoring pupil attendance: 

All pupils are expected to attend every live lesson on their timetable. If your child has to be 

absent for a legitimate reason (for example a medical appointment) please email your child’s 

Form Teacher or telephone the school office in advance of the lesson.  

Teachers will download an attendance list during each Teams lesson and will keep a record 

of which pupils have attended. The names of those pupils who have not attended the lesson, 

without a valid reason, will be emailed to the Pastoral Leader for the cohort. Teachers will also 

monitor pupils who attend but leave the session early, attend but arrive very late or attend but 

do not engage even when asked several direct questions as they may not be actually present. 

Pastoral leaders will contact parents where there is a clear pattern of non-attendance, poor 

punctuality or a lack of engagement when live lessons are taking place. We welcome the 

support of all parents with ensuring that pupils attend live online learning and complete all 

independent tasks that are set.  
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