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           25th February 2021 

 

Dear Parents 

I am writing with an apology – and I hope this letter doesn’t disrupt too many well laid plans. On Tuesday all of the 
schools in our Trust felt that it would be helpful if we could start testing pupils before the 8th March so that we could 
get them all back into school more quickly. Our Chief Executive Officer asked the Department for Education for 
clarification and we were told very firmly that we were not to do this. Yesterday Gavin Williamson changed his mind 
and the official DfE email stated that we are now allowed to bring pupils in before Monday.  

I do feel that the earlier we can get pupils back into classrooms and learning the better and so I am writing to 
communicate a change to the plans we had made. We will now test Years 9 – 11 on Thursday and Friday next week, 
which means that we can then test Year 7 and 8 on Monday 8th March. Everyone therefore will be back in school by 
the end of the day on Monday.  

The plan for testing next week (week commencing 1st March) is as follows: 

Date and session Pupils to be tested Order (by Registration Form) 
Thursday 4th March: morning Year 11  9.00am: 11J 

10.00am: 11P 
11.20am: 11S 

Thursday 4th March: afternoon Key Worker and Vulnerable 
pupils 

From 1.30pm 

Friday 5th March: morning Year 10 9.00am: 10P 
10.00am: 10R 
11.20am: 10T 

Friday 5th March: afternoon Year 9 1.30pm: 9C 
2.30pm: 9M 
3.45pm: 9W 

For the testing above students will arrive and leave via the Main Gate and will leave as soon as the test process is 
complete. Students will not be expected to wear school uniform for the testing above only but will be required to 
wear a face mask. 

From Monday 8th March all pupils will be back in school. We will stagger the start of the school day for all pupils on 
Monday 8th March to enable us to run a series of year group assemblies to remind pupils about the Covid health and 
safety protocols and to provide a positive start to the new term.  

Week beginning Monday 8th March 
 Monday 8th Tuesday 9th Wednesday 10th Thursday 11th Friday 12th 
Y11 Arrive in school 

at 8.20am 
2nd test in school 
Normal start 
time. 

   



Y10 Arrive in school 
at 9.15am 

2nd test in school 
Normal start 
time. 

   

Y9 Arrive in school 
at 10.00am 

Normal start 
time. 

2nd test in school   

Y8 Arrive in school 
at 11.30am for 
test. Then to 
lessons. 

Normal start 
time. 

  2nd test in school 

Y7 Arrive in school 
at 8.30am for 
test. Then to 
lessons.  

Normal start 
time. 

  2nd test in school 

 

From Monday 15th March: 

Week beginning Monday 15th March 
 Monday 15th  Tuesday 16th  Wednesday 17th  Thursday 18th  Friday 19th  
Y11 3rd test     
Y10 3rd test     
Y9  3rd test    
Y8  3rd test    
Y7   3rd test   

 

Everything else in the letter which I sent earlier this week is unchanged. Again, my apologies for making a change 
which I know will impact on the plans that some families have put in place. However, we feel that it is worth it to get 
students into school and learning face to face as soon as possible.  

Best wishes 

 

Kate Reid 

Principal 

 

           

 

 

 

 

          

 


