
  Polam Hall School  

Grange Road  

Darlington  

Co. Durham  

DL1 5PA  

  

Tel: 01325 463 383  

www.phs.woodard.co.uk  
 
 

Registered office:  
1 Adam Street  

London WC2N 6LE 
Registered Company No. 6415729 An exempt charity  

 
 

  

 

5th January 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

As I’m sure you know the Prime Minister announced last night that we are to enter national lockdown from midnight 

tonight and that schools will now remain closed to all pupils. We do not currently have any fixed date for schools to re-

open. Mr Johnson also announced that GCSE examinations this summer will not now go ahead as planned – though 

we have no more information about what will replace them. I have written to Year 11 students and their parents this 

morning and will update them as soon as we are given more detail from Ofqual or the Department for Education.  

The national lockdown means that there are some changes to our plans for the next few weeks. All pupils will remain at 

home until we are told otherwise and learning will take place online. For Senior School pupils the Plan B that I sent to 

parents last week is still in place and there are no changes to the times of the school day or the times for live input. I will 

send a slightly updated version of the plan out to you in due course. For Junior School parents I will send a similar Plan 

B document to you today, which will give the times and details for Home Learning. As I said in the letter that I sent last 

night, this will begin tomorrow.  

Resources 

We know that Year 10 and Year 11 pupils in particular will need subject specific resources such as texts, art materials 

and so on to be able to effectively study at home. We are collecting these and will have them ready for parents or pupils 

to pick up at the start of next week. We will send you an email when you can come to school for them. 

Junior School staff are also putting together essential resources for pupils who need them, such as reading books and 

phonics resources. Again we will be in contact with a time and date for you to come and collect these from school. 

There will be a resource pack containing an exercise book, pen, pencil etc for every pupil who wants one, to help with 

learning at home and to keep all work in one place. Once office staff have put these pack together we will let you know 

when to collect them.  

Provision for children of key workers and vulnerable pupils 

There will be in school provision for any pupils who are the children of key workers and for vulnerable pupils and those 

with EHCPs. For primary pupils the deadline for flagging that your child needs a place in this provision is 4pm this 

afternoon. You should use the Parent Portal on Arbor to inform us about this. 

If there are secondary parents who now need a place in key worker provision you should also inform us via Arbor please 

as soon as possible.   

Attendance at online learning 

A reminder that our expectations about attendance have not changed, whether your child is working remotely or is in 

school. We expect all pupils to attend all live lessons. Teachers will be taking a register online, just as they will in the 

classrooms and Pastoral Leaders or our attendance team will be in touch with the parents of pupils who are learning 

from home, if lessons are missed or a pupil appears to be attending but does not respond when directly asked questions. 

If your child cannot attend a lesson for a valid reason please could you inform their class teacher or form tutor in the 

normal way.  



We understand that some families will find it difficult for all their children to attend all live sessions and we know that 

some will inevitably overlap. If this is the case for your family please contact your child’s Pastoral Leader (Mrs Crosby, 

Mrs Goodwin, Mrs Ryan, Mr Buchanan or Mrs Bailly) for support and so that we know which sessions your children will 

be attending. All resources will continue to be posted on Show My Homework so that pupils can access them there if 

they need to – although live lessons will offer a better quality educational experience.  

We do have some laptops from the government scheme which can be loaned to disadvantaged pupils or those without 

a device on which to learn. We also have some SIM cards which could give families access to the internet if this is a 

challenge for you. If you would like to discuss the possibility of borrowing a laptop or using a SIM card, please could you 

contact Mr Craig Rees as soon as possible: rees.c@phs.woodard.co.uk  

Year 11 and Year 9 Exams 

The Year 11 mock examinations for Food and Art will not now take place.  

Year 9 examinations were due to take place in the week commencing 11th January. These will be replaced by some 

assessments undertaken at home, as we feel that this is vital to help parents and pupils make informed decisions about 

GCSE options. They will probably take place a week or two later than planned. The GCSE options process for Year 9 

will now have to largely happen virtually. Mr Rees will be in touch with all Year 9 parents to explain the assessments 

and how the options process will run this year.  

Covid-19 testing  

The testing plan outlined in my last letter to you will not take place. However we have been asked to continue to set up 

testing for when pupils return to school and to test those attending the secondary key worker and vulnerable pupil 

provision on a weekly basis. If your Senior School child is attending this provision please could you ensure that you 

have given or declined consent on Arbor. This testing will begin next week, from Monday 11th January.  

 

Thank you so much for all of your support and for the positive messages that we have received over the last few days. 

There will inevitably be some teething problems in getting online learning up and running effectively for everyone, but if 

we work together then we can overcome them. Having developed our online learning capacity gradually throughout 

2020, we know that it can be a very powerful tool, but that it works best when parents and school are in partnership.  

As always, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask.  

Best wishes 

 

 

Kate Reid 
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