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Welcome

▪ We understand that moving from Primary School to 
Secondary is one of the most significant changes a child 
will face.

This transition is even more worrying for primary students 
joining us in September 2020 due to school closures and 
the current lockdown as a result of Covid-19.

We want you to know we are here if you need us and are 
looking forward to meeting you soon.



Concordia Crescimus: We Grow in Harmony

Our Vision
It is our mission to build on the unique heritage of Polam Hall School in order to 
educate the whole child, developing leadership, compassion, character and 
academic ambition. We have high expectations and aspirations for every 
member of our school community.

Our Values
We encourage unique talents and potential of each of our pupils, developing 
confidence in our children and young people.
We adopt a spirit of inquiry, curiosity and creativity, creating a true learning 
community that aspires to excellence across the curriculum.
We educate both intellect and character, promoting spiritual and moral 
development.
We collaborate to create a safe, caring and compassionate community, 
embedded in the values of equality, respect and tolerance . 
The principles of Confidence, Creativity, Curiosity and Community underpin all 
we do.

Mrs K Reid
Principal
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Pastoral Care

At Polam Hall pastoral care is a key part of all we do. Whether in lessons, 
tutor time, Reading (our name for senior assembly), activities or 
unstructured time, there is clear focus on respect, friendship and care for 
both ourselves and others.
We try to encouraging teamwork, tolerance and participation. 
Community and its associated values are clear within our Learner Profile 
and our behaviour codes require all pupils to be ready, respectful, safe and 
kind.
Whilst tutor groups with Pastoral Leaders are the main pastoral system, 
pupils also experience different teaching groups, sets and Vertical House 
groups. 



Pastoral Team

Mrs Ryan – Pastoral Lead year 7 & 8
Transition Coordinator

• My job is to communicate with year 6 teachers, 
organise forms and Teaching Groups and 
provide information about moving to Polam 
Hall.

I will make sure you’re safe in and around school 
working with your form tutor to make sure you’re 
getting the most out of school, outlining 
expectations and dealing with issues that you 
may have.



Pastoral Team

Mr Buchanan– Pastoral Lead year 9 & 10
Transition Coordinator

• My job is to support the welfare of year 9 and 
10 students.

I ensure the welfare of year 9 and 10 students, 
supporting the transition to GCSE options and 
courses.



Pastoral Team

Mrs Bailly – Pastoral Lead year 11
Raising Achievment Coordinator

• My job is to communicate with year 11 
teachers, organise forms and  Raise the 
Achievements of Year 11 students through 
assessment and interventions.



Pastoral Team - Tutor

Your form tutor is your main point of contact. Your tutor should get to know you well 
through discussions with staff and students, weekly checks, communication with parents 
and in helping you to get organised for the day ahead by:
•Taking the register to monitor attendance
•Checking uniform for inappropriate jewellery, make-up, trainers and correct length of 
skirts
•Checking that students have a bag and are well-equipped for school
•Delivering form time activities including during Concordia Crescimus time
•Discussing any rewards/sanctions that you may have received in lessons as shown in 
Arbor
•Guiding and advising students and parents on dealing with day to day issues and 
concerns
•Monitoring students on Form Tutor report



Pastoral Tutor Team

Tutors
Mrs Barker – 7B Mrs Joyce – 7JMrs Straughan – 7S Ms Vanzsan– 7VZ



Welfare Team

Mrs Farley Smith – Attendance & 
Welfare Officer

My role is monitoring and support 
with school attendance. Also 
welfare of all pupils, whether that 
be medical/illness or mental 
health. Any problems you are 
struggling with I am there to talk 
to.



WelfareTeam

Mrs A Clack – Assistant Welfare 
and Attendance Officer

To assist the Welfare and Attendance 
Officer to manage and improve school 
attendance and punctuality as well as  
the provision of medical and welfare 
services. 



Welfare Team

Mrs Herbert – SenCo

My job is to find the best ways to help 
you learn if you are having difficulties.  
To help me do this I may talk to you and 
your parents or carers, teachers, LSAs 
and TAs and sometimes specialists from 
outside school.  I may teach you in a 
small group or individually and look 
forward to meeting you. 



Welfare Team

Mr Woodhead – Behaviour Support Officer

My job as Behaviour Support Officer is to 
support good behaviour for learning and 
helping you to work on making the correct 
choices.



Mrs Teasdale – Learning Mentor

My job is to help and support students 
both inside and outside of the 
classroom. 
From emotional support, anti bullying, 
LGBTQ group, catch up work and anger 
management, I will be there to help with 
it all! 

Welfare Team



Mrs D Hutchinson – School Counsellor

My job is to offer pupils and staff, 
individual or group counselling.
You might be experiencing problems at 
school, issues with your parents or 
generally not feeling like yourself.
Counselling lets you talk about how you 
feel, separate from school and home life 
and can help you get back to enjoying life. 

Welfare Team



Expectations and Behaviour

Courtesy and considerations of others are expected of all 
member so our school community at all times, including 
parents. 

Our Polam Community values underpin all our school rules 
and we ask all member of our community to be Ready, 
Respectful, Safe and Kind.

Pupils are expected to abide by the school’s rules and values 
at all times, and this includes moving to and from school, 
when on fixtures, trips and visits and when they are 
ambassadors for us all.



Teaching Groups

As well as being a part of a Tutor Group and Vertical House Group you 
will be split into Teaching Groups/Sets for each of your lessons.

This should allow you to meet and work with a number of other students 
outside of your tutor group. You are likely to be ‘set’ in subjects like 
English, Maths and Science, but this won’t happen straight away.

There are 3 Teaching Groups, and your timetable will work around this, 
so it may be that each group will be on a different curriculum lesson at 
the same time. You will stay in this Teaching Group for the whole year.



House System

All staff and pupils are members of our four Houses promoting a positive ethos for your 
house and fulfilling the expectations. There is annual House Drama, Music, Sports and 
House Points which are all fiercely contested.

Every Friday instead of your regular tutor for CC Time you will work with your 
Vertical House Group. This  provide a focus for regular activities and the weekly 
Challenge Quiz.

KENT SKERNE SWALE TEES
Red               Yellow         Blue                Green



Curriculum 

The curriculum at Polam Hall School is intended 
to develop the four core traits of our Learner 
Profile: Confidence, Creativity, Curiosity and 
a Community spirit.

Our curriculum is designed to realise your 
potential and open doors for our pupils as they 
move through life, through the knowledge and 
skills that you have gained whilst in our school.

You will find a difference with the way that you 
will learn at Polam compared to Primary school, 
this includes having a timetable that you need 
to follow, moving around school and the 
lessons that you will be taught.

▪ Art

▪ Computing

▪ Drama

▪ English

▪ Food

▪ Geography

▪ History

▪ Maths

• Music

• MFL

• Photography

• Physical 
Education 

• PSHCE

• Religious 
studies

• Science



Curriculum
Our Academic Curriculum and Concordia Crescimus Curriculum combine to develop individual talents and 
the core traits in each pupil.

The Academic Curriculum is divided into four strands known as Faculties, which are organised differently 
according to the stage of pupils:
Humanities
Language and Literature
Practical and Performance
STEM

The Concordia Crescimus Curriculum is divided into six strands:
Sport and the Outdoors
Creativity
Performance
Volunteering and Membership
World of Work
PSHE



Humanities

Head of Faculty:

Mr G Pepper

Assistant Head of 
Faculty:

Mrs L Patience

Within the Humanities 
department you will find:

Geography

History

Religious Studies



Language and Literature

Head of Faculty:

Mrs K Squires

Assistant Head of 
Faculty:

Mrs L Roberts

Within the Language and 
Literature department you will 
find:

English

Modern Foreign Languages:
– French

– German



Practical and Performance

Head of Faculty:

Mr C Wilkinson

Assistant Head of 
Faculty:

Mrs A Barker

Within the Practical and 
Performance department you will 
find:

Art

Drama

Food/Photography

Health & Social Care (KS4)

Music

Physical Education



Stem

Head of Faculty:

Mrs A Jones

Assistant Head of 
Faculty:

Within the STEM department you 
will find:

Computing

Creative I-Media (KS4)

Maths

Science



The character curriculum is as important at Polam as the academic. 
Developing the whole person has never been as important as it is today. 
Confidence and resilience, alongside excellent academic qualifications, open 
doors for our students when they leave us.

Concordia Crescimus Curriculum

At Polam we ensure that every pupil benefits from the opportunities to build 
character and resilience by delivering them through our Concordia Cresciumus 
curriculum, which is built into the school day.

Seniors have Concordia Crescimus time each day, when PSHE, Reading 
(school assembly) and other activities take place in form groups and, on 
Fridays, in Vertical House Groups.



Homework

At Polam Hall we aim to provide homework which is progressively more 
challenging and wider ranging as you move through school, to ensure 
that good habits of independent work are formed by the time that 
students need them most.

In Years 7 – 9 homework is focused on the core subjects in the curriculum 
and the amount of homework set is greater each year.

Homework across the school is set on Show My Homework. When you 
begin your time at Polam Hall you will be given a login for the system –
but all homework can be accessed at any time without logging in, simply 
by viewing the full homework calendar on this website.

https://polamhall.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar
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08.45 – 08.55 Morning Registration

08.55 – 09.55 Period 1

09.55 – 11.00 Period 2

11.00 – 11.20 Break

11.20 – 12.20 Period 3

12.20 – 12.50 Concordia Crescimus Time

12.50 – 13.45 Lunch

13.45 – 14.45 Period 4

14.45 – 15.50 Period 5

School begins at 8.45 and finishes at 3.50 each day. Punctuality to school is vital.

Afternoon registration is taken in Concordia Crescimus Time.

School Day



Being prepared for school and learning

You will have to prepare yourself for school each day. These are some of the 
things you might need to do or think about:

Look at your timetable each night to see what books and equipment you 
may need.

▪ Make sure you have your pencil case with pens, pencils, ruler and rubber.

▪ Have you completed homework that needs to be handed in?

▪ Do you need your PE kit?

▪ Packed lunch?

▪ Bus Pass?

▪ Check your uniform

▪ Pack your bag the night before.



What if we forget what class to go to or get lost? 

How will we know where our classes are?

▪ When you start in Year 7, you will be given a timetable that covers 2 weeks, 
Week A and Week B. 

▪ The timetable shows you which lesson you have, which teacher and in what 
room. For the first few weeks you will forget what you have - for this we ask 
you to keep this paper timetable with you at all times in your blazer pocket. 
Of course you will get lost and not know where you are going, that is 
expected, and normal.

▪ At every lesson changeover, we have members of staff out all over the 
school, all you need to do is show us your timetable and we will direct you to 
where you need to go. Don't be embarrassed or scared of asking, we are 
there to help you.



Break and Lunch 

At Polam we offer a break time and lunchtime service.  Each are on a 
rota system, year 7s will go in first for the first week.

The canteen offers a range of hot meals and desserts, as well as salad 
and sandwich options. There is also a pasta option per day too.

Meals are different every week, usually on a 3 week rota, so you will 
never get bored of eating the same things. 

The canteen works on a fingerprint system (which you will get done 
as soon as you start) and parents finance this via ParentPay. Free 
school meals are allocated a set amount each day, however, parents 
can top this up the same way via ParentPay. 



Uniform
Further information to be 
found in the handbook.



Questions answered:

What is the biggest 
difference between 
primary school and 
senior school?





Questions answered:

What is your favourite 
thing about Polam?





Questions answered:

What were your fears 
before joining Polam?





Asking for help:

As a new student, here are some tips which we hope will make school life easier and less 
daunting for you.

Starting at a new school is an exciting adventure but it can also be quite scary. Remember 
that you are not alone and that your classmates may be feeling the same as you.

▪ Friends can help in lots of ways and you can learn about your new school together.

▪ Teachers will be happy to help you. Remember to ask if you don’t understand something, 
if you are lost or unsure of something.

▪ Your family will also want to help you and it is important that you tell the adults who look 
after you about any thoughts or concerns you may have.

▪ Remember, your new school will only feel strange and unfamiliar for a while. You will soon 
learn your way around and get to know your teachers and classmates.


