Year 9 Options
Booklet 2021
Please be aware that due to ongoing government changes to secondary education some of
the qualifications offered in this booklet are still being finalised for accreditation and may be
subject to change before September when the courses begin. Please refer to individual
subject information for more guidance regarding this.

Concordia Crescimus: We grow in Harmony
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15 January 2021
GCSE OPTIONS PROCESS - GUIDANCE FOR PARENTS
Dear Parent / Carer,
We are entering a very exciting time in your child’s education, as they begin to make choices
that will influence both the future of their education and their career. Whilst this may seem
like a potentially difficult and stressful time, we hope that through the Information, Advice
and Guidance we offer at Polam Hall that will not be the case. Your child may already have a
good idea of what subjects they wish to take forward into Key Stage 4 or they may not. Either
way it is the school’s aim to help all students explore their thoughts further by providing them
with a range of activities and opportunities to convince them that they are making the right
decision.
In Year 10 and 11 every student studies the core subjects of Maths, English, English Literature,
Science (Triple or Combined) and PE. RE and PSHE are delivered through CC time, Readings
and the Activities Programme. Students then choose four option subjects from the range
available. One in each block. Please note that these blocks are fixed and so you cannot pick
more than one subject from each. The blocks are as follows:
Block A
French
Geography
History
Music

Block B
Art
Geography
History
Food Prep

Block C
Creative I Media
Drama
GCSE PE
French

Block D
Triple Science
Business Studies
Health & Social Care
Art

As part of this, students must chose at least one Humanities subject (Geography or History)
and we expect that most students also study a Modern Foreign Language (French).
Students will also need to choose between Triple Science (separate GCSE’s in Biology,
Chemistry and Physics) and Combined Science (a double GCSE that covers elements of all
three subjects). Both of these subjects are respected and accepted by colleges and
universities in terms of further study. However, there are certain professions where having
Triple Science may be more desirable. The guidance on the Science subject pages and from
the Science teachers should help students reach this decision. However, please be aware that
if they opt for Triple Science, that this must take the place of one of the option subjects.
When students asks for advice about choosing their Options I always recommend the
following process:
 choose one that you really enjoy;
 choose one that you feel you do really well in;
 choose one that you think is appropriate to your future career;
 choose one which helps you keep a balance. In other words have you got a Foreign
Language, a Humanities and a Creative Subject?
On the following page is a table of key dates, so that you are aware of the support your child
will receive in school, and any deadlines for returning paperwork (in bold).
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I hope that you find this information booklet helpful. If you have any questions, please email
the school using the usual address, and either Mr Buchanan or I will be happy to answer them.
Yours sincerely,
Mr C Rees
(Vice Principal – Curriculum, Progress and Standards)

Mr Buchanan
(Pastoral Lead Year 9)

Key Dates
Dates
Activity
Monday 18th January – 29th (1 week later than normal)
Year 9 Exam fortnight
th
Monday 18 January
Options booklets given in reading
(To be emailed to parents and student and added to the Booking opens for Parents Evening
website) If we can, we will send a printed copy home
Wednesday 20th January
Careers and Enterprise Reading
Virtually via Teams 12.45-13:45
21st January – 29th January
Options readings (Every day) – Each
Students will be invited to a Teams meeting during the lunch subject gives a short presentation
time gap in the school day. 13:15-13:45 (Schedule below)
Friday 29th January Students will be asked to complete an Year 9 Careers and Enterprise Mock
application form. Mr Robson will send full details. Job interview
Interviews may happen once we return to school. These will Deadline for handing in letter of
be sent to real employers for feedback
applications to Mr Robson
Friday 29th January
Parents Evening bookings open at 6pm
https://parents-booking.co.uk/polamhall
via Parents Bookings
Thursday 4th February
Students are issued with a Subject
These will be sent home. Students should use these with Skills Audit as part of CC time
their parents but there is no need to submit them at
present. The process is the most important thing
Thursday 4th Feb This is an additional event as this event is Y9 Options Virtual Information Evening
normally at the same time as the parents evening
for Parents – 6:00pm – Zoom link TBC
th
Firday 5 Feb: Booking for Parents Evening Closes at Midnight
Wednesday 10th February
Y9 Grade Cards issued to students. Use
1 week later than normal
this to identify their strengths
Monday 8th February
A chance to meet your child’s subject
Via Parent Bookings (video calling) (details below)
teachers for more advice
Monday 8th February
Subject Skills booklet returned to
tutor
th
Friday 12 February
Option Forms returned to school –
Via Microsoft Forms (Details TBC)
Monday 22nd February
School will call parents where no form
has been returned
Friday 5th March
1:1 Mentoring day. Students will
Unfortunately, we are unlikely to be able to mentor all receive a 5-10 minute mentoring
students this year. These would therefore be available by session with one of the Senior
appointment only. If the school has concerns about any Leadership Team and / or Mr Buchanan
choices then a member of SLT will call home. Students may
also request some Independent Advice and Guidance via Mr
Robson
Friday 12th March
The final options choices, post
To reduce the handling of paper this second submission will mentoring, will be sent home for
not happen. We are working on way of facilitating a digital parents to sign
consent to final choices
Give online consent by Monday 15th
March
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Subject: Mathematics

STEM Faculty – Faculty Leader: Mrs Jones
Key Staff: Mrs Bartholomew-Millar, Mr Birtles, Mr Brown

Accreditation (Details of the course):
Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mathematics
Aims:
It is acknowledged that Mathematics is a subject every child
should study in school. Indeed, most people consider it as being
essential. The study of Mathematics should enable you to develop,
within your capabilities, the confidence to use mathematical skills
and understanding in adult life, employment and further study and
training. The subject provides you with the mathematical methods
which may be needed for study of other subjects. You will be
helped to develop your appreciation and enjoyment of
mathematics and to see the role that it plays in the solving of
problems in science, technology and modern society.
Course Content
UNITS / COURSE STRUCTURE:
 NUMBER - Topics include: Working with numbers and the number system, fractions, decimals,
percentage and ratios.
 ALGEBRA - Topics include: Expression, equations, sequences, graphical methods and problem solving.
GEOMETRY AND MEASURE - Topics include: Properties of angles and shapes, geometrical reasoning,
mensuration and constructions.
 STATISTICS AND PROBABILITY- Topics include: Handling Data Cycle, representing and interpreting data
averages and probability
Assessment
GCSE Mathematics is assessed through written terminal examination.
There are 3 papers, each contribute 33.3% of the final grade.
Paper 1: 1 hr. 30 minutes written non-calculator paper
Paper 2: 1 hr. 30 minutes written calculator paper
Paper 3: 1 hr. 30 minutes written calculator paper
Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers
Students need a Grade 4 and above for entry into Higher Education with most courses requiring a Grade 6 or
above at higher tier to study it at A Level. GCSE Mathematics is needed in almost all career areas including
engineering, data science, accounting, construction, programming, medicine, finance, scientific research.
Additional Information
SKILLS DEVELOPED:
Pupils throughout the course will develop the following skills:
 Applying Mathematics in context
 Problem solving
 Reasoning and mathematical justification
 The functional elements of Mathematics
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STEM Faculty – Faculty Leader: Mrs Jones
Subject: Combined Science
Key Staff: Mrs Jones, Dr Gardner, Mrs Straughan, Mrs Price

Accreditation (Details of the course):
Combined Science (Trilogy) AQA. Trilogy is a double award and worth
two GCSEs.
Aims:
This is the AQA GCSE Combined Science (Trilogy) qualification that
you have already started this year. As you continue to progress
throughout the course you will continue to study a range of
different topics that develop your understanding of science and its
role within society. The work you undertake will broaden your
knowledge and provide insights into our everyday world with a
strong focus on the skills required to make informed choices
throughout life.
Course Content
Over the three years you will be taught Biology, Chemistry and Physics separately in a traditional fashion. When
combined together these will provide the opportunity to gain a good understanding across topics that cover a
range of scientific concepts including:

There is no longer a requirement to complete assessed coursework in Science. However, throughout the
course you will complete 21 practicals across the three science subjects. These will not count towards the
GCSE qualification but you will be asked questions on practical skills as part of your final examination papers.
Assessment
All GCSE Combined Science examinations will take place at the end of Year 11 and you will sit 2 Biology papers,
2 Chemistry papers and 2 Physics papers (70 marks, 1h 15mins each).
Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers
GCSE Combined Science is a comprehensive and challenging course and the content is detailed enough and will
provide a firm foundation to go on to study a science subject at A level as well as a good foundation for science
related employment. However, students who are particularly interested in progressing to an A level in science or
a science based university course should seriously consider taking Separate Sciences as an option moving forward
into Years 10 and 11. Whichever route is followed in Science it will be possible to go on and study sciences at A
level.
Additional Information
Science attempts to explain the world in which we live. It provides technologies that have had a great impact
on our society and the environment. Scientists try to explain phenomena and solve problems using evidence.
You will develop your mathematical and analytical skills, alongside practical skills.
Page 6

STEM Faculty – Faculty Leader: Mrs Jones
Subject: Separate Science
Key Staff: Mrs Jones, Dr Gardner, Mrs Straughan, Mrs Price

Accreditation (Details of the course):
Separate Science AQA. Students will gain three separate GCSE grades
in GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Physics.
Aims:
All students have started their GCSE Science qualification this year.
For those students who are in Sets 1 we recommend that you
consider choosing Separate Science as an option as you progress into
Years 10 and 11 (Set 2 Students must talk with their teachers before
deciding). This will enable you to continue following the science
syllabus you have already started but at the significantly more indepth level required for Separate Science GCSEs.

Course Content
You will continue to be taught Biology, Chemistry and Physics separately in a traditional fashion. This however
is a separate route to achieving science GCSE qualifications yet there are similarities with the GCSE Combined
Science in terms of content. As a Separate Science student you will study additional content within each topic
as you progress though the course, and at a greater depth.

There is no longer a requirement to complete assessed coursework in science. However, throughout the course
you will complete 28 required practicals across the three subjects. These will not count towards the GCSE
qualification but you will be asked questions on practical skills as part of your final written examination papers.
Assessment
All GCSE Separate Science examinations take place at the end of Year 11 and you will sit 2 Biology papers, 2
Chemistry papers and 2 Physics papers (100 marks,1h 45mins each). Grades are awarded on the 1-9 GCSE scale.
Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers
This course provides a firm foundation to go on to study a science subject at A-level as well as a good foundation
for science related employment. Students who are particularly interested in progressing to an A level in science
or a science based university course should seriously consider taking Separate Sciences as an option moving
forward into Years 10 and 11.
Additional Information
Science attempts to explain the world in which we live. It provides technologies that have had a great impact on
our society and the environment. Scientists try to explain phenomena and solve problems using evidence. You
will develop your mathematical and analytical skills, alongside practical skills.
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Languages and Literature Faculty – Faculty Leader: Mrs Squires
Subject: English Language
Key Staff: Mrs Hardy, Mrs Reid, Mr Reid, Mrs Bailly

Accreditation (Details of the course):
AQA GCSE English Language:
 Specification code: 8700
 QAN code: 601/4292/3
Aims:
The aim of our Key Stage 4 English Language curriculum is to instil
an appreciation for the art of effective and eloquent
communication.
We aim to embed invaluable skills, giving students the knowledge
and understanding of how to articulate their thoughts, feelings,
opinions and emotions in a clear, concise and coherent manner.
Students will develop their reading skills, demonstrating an ability
to search for implicit and explicit meanings. They will be able to
analyse and evaluate writers’ use of methods and draw upon
relevant textual detail.
Within their written work, students will demonstrate an aptitude for
crafting their own use of language. They will be able to write original,
imaginative and creative texts, adapting their writing style in order to
appeal to a specific purpose or audience. They will manipulate
sentence structure and paragraphing to imply hidden meanings and
will display a culture of word-consciousness where they employ
words purposefully to impact on their reader.
Course Content
Reading: Students will study a variety of extracts. For Paper 1 of English Language, students will study
fictional extracts from a range of novels. For Paper 2 of English Language, students will study non-fiction
extracts from both contemporary sources and 19th Century texts.
Writing: Students will be expected to have an understanding of how to write for a range of audiences and
purposes including both fiction and non-fiction styles.
Assessment – AQA GCSE English Language Paper 1 Explorations in creative reading and writing:
 50% weighting
 1 hour 45 minutes duration
 1 extract – Fiction
 2 sections – Reading and Writing
 5 question
 80 marks
 AO1, 2, 4, 5 and 6

Assessment – AQA GCSE English Language Paper 2 Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives:
 50% weighting
 1 hour 45 minutes duration
 2 extracts – Non-Fiction
 2 sections – Reading and Writing
 5 question
 80 marks
 AO1, 2, 3, 5 and 6

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers
Media-related careers, publishing, law, marketing, advertising, theatre-related careers, teaching, careers
including communication skills generally.
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Languages and Literature Faculty – Faculty Leader: Mrs Squires
Subject: English Literature
Key Staff: Mrs Reid, Mr Reid, Mrs Hardy, Mrs Bailly

Accreditation (Details of the course):
AQA GCSE English Literature:
 Specification code: 8702
 QAN code: 601/4447/6
Aims:
The aim of this course is to foster a life-long love of Literature and
explore the great Literary classics that have shaped our British
canon.
Students will read a range of challenging and thought-provoking
texts that will deepen their insight and understanding of the
ways of the world around them. From poetry to prose, plays and
19th century novels - we will not leave any page unturned.
Students will explore a variety of authors such as Shakespeare,
Dickens, Priestley and Simon Armitage (the current poet
Laureate). They will evaluate the writer’s use of language and
methods as well as relating the text to its social and historical
context.
Course Content
Students will read and study the following texts:
 Shakespeare – Macbeth
 19th Century Novel – A Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (set 1) or A Christmas Carol (set 2/3)
 Modern Text – An Inspector Calls
 Poetry Anthology – Power and Conflict
Assessment – AQA GCSE English Literature Paper
1 Shakespeare and 19th Century Novel
 40% weighting
 1 hour 45 minutes duration
 64 marks
 Section A – Shakespearean Play (34
marks)
 Section B – 19th Century Novel (30 marks)
 AO1, 2, 3 and 4

GCSE English Literature Paper 2 – Modern Texts and
Poetry
 60% weighting
 2 hours 15 minutes duration
 96 marks
 Section A – Modern Text (34 marks)
 Section B – Poetry (30 marks)
 Section C – Unseen Poetry (24 marks + 8 marks)
 AO1, 2, 3 and 4

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers
Media-related careers, publishing, law, marketing, advertising, theatre-related careers, teaching, careers
including communication skills generally. English qualifications are very important for entry to all courses in
Higher Education and to employers.
Additional Information
Visit https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702 for more information.
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Languages and Literature Faculty – Faculty Leader: Mrs Squires
Subject: MFL – French &German
Key Staff: Mrs Roberts, Mrs Joyce, Mr Robson

Accreditation (Details of the course):
This is a linear course; all four skills will be examined at the end of
Y11 and all papers are marked by the exam board.
There are two tiers of papers available: Foundation and Higher, with
25% assessment weightings per skill.
Aims: This course will offer students the opportunity to develop
their language skills acquired in the earlier years. Its aim is to
establish a solid foundation of study which can be part of a lifelong
learning experience in higher education, at work or for leisure
purposes. GCSE Modern Languages are enjoyable and stimulating
courses, offering cultural insights into the way of life not only in
France but also in French speaking countries around the world. A
wide range of multi-media resources are used to cover four main
skill areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing. All students on
this course are encouraged to access French resources online such
as www.memrise.com and Duolingo, as well as TV and radio
broadcasts to attune the ear to accent, pronunciation and
intonation of French.
Course Content
Themes and Topics
Questions across all four language skills are set in common contexts, addressing a range of relevant
contemporary and cultural themes. They are organised into five themes, each broken down into topics and
sub-topics. The five themes are:
 Identity and culture
 Local area, holiday, travel
 School
 Future aspirations, study and work
 International and global dimension
Assessment
All four skills (Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing) are assessed at the end of the course.

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers
There are myriad options for the linguist in the world of work. Professions which relate directly to languages
are interpreting, translating and teaching –but the possibilities do not end here!
Other careers where languages can be a huge benefit are:
Broadcast or print journalism, the police , the armed services, particularly the Intelligence Corps, politics, the
Diplomatic Service, the Civil Service, education (at home and abroad), international aid and development,
logistics and distribution management, marketing, patent examiner, publishing rights management, sales,
tourism and hospitality, law.
Additional Information
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Subject: History

Humanities Faculty – Faculty Leader: Mr Pepper
Key Staff: Mr Pepper & Miss Vanzan

Accreditation (Details of the course):
The Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in History consists of three
externally examined papers
Aims:
We place emphasis in History on key skills such as essay, source
work, analytical and thinking skills. It is therefore important that
students are willing to read textbooks and make notes and are
prepared to think about issues that may be emotionally challenging.
The skills that are developed during this process are exactly the kind
of skills that employers are looking for in the modern world.

Course Content
• Half term 1: Thematic study – Crime and Punishment through time
• Half term 2: Thematic study – Crime and Punishment through time
• Half term 3: Environmental unit – London in the 1880s
• Half term 4: British Depth Study – Early Elizabethan England
• Half term 5: British Depth Study – Early Elizabethan England
• Half term 6: Modern World Depth Study – Germany 1918 – 39
Year 11
• Half term 1: Modern World Depth Study – Germany 1918 – 39
• Half term 2: Modern World Depth Study – Germany 1918 – 39
• Half term 3: Period Study – Super Power Relations and the Cold War 1941-91
• Half term 4: Period Study – Super Power Relations and the Cold War 1941-91
• Half term 5: Review / revision (although revision should be built in to each unit from year 10).
Assessment
• The total qualification mark is 168, of which 8 marks are for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of
specialist terminology (SPaG).
•
Students will complete all assessment in May/June 2021
• Crime and Punishment is worth 20% of the final mark. 12 weeks.
• London in 1880s is worth 10% of the final mark. 6 weeks.
• Elizabethan England is worth 20%. 12 weeks.
• Cold War Period study is worth 20%. 12 weeks.
• Germany 1918-39 is worth 30%. 18 weeks.

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers
Next steps: Students can go on to study A level History providing they meet the Sixth Form entry requirements.
At degree level, students may consider courses in archaeology, criminology, law, museum studies or politics.
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Humanities Faculty – Faculty Leader: Mr Pepper
Subject: Geography
Key Staff: Ms Patience
Accreditation (Details of the course):
GCSE Edexcel Geography ‘B’ specification content is organised by
physical and human environments.
It enables students to explore the people-environment challenges we
face in the UK. It provides an engaging real-world focus; students are
encouraged to apply their knowledge and understanding to real-life
21st century UK challenges.
Aims:
Geographical skills are integrated throughout all parts of the course
so that students use them in context and fieldwork studies.
The compulsory and optional topic content provides the opportunity
to lay foundations of knowledge and understanding that can be
further developed at A Level. Upon completion, they will have the
skills and experience to progress to A-level and beyond.
Course Content over two years
Component 1 Global Geographical Issues
Topic 1: Hazardous earth – vulcanicity and seismicity, global circulation, climate and tropical cyclones.
Topic 2: Development dynamics – measuring development, global inequality, India in a globalised world.
Topic 3: Challenges of an urbanising world – growing cities, changing face of New York, Mumbai a megacity.
Component 2 UK Geographical Issues
Topic 4: The UK’s evolving physical landscape – UK’s geology, physical processes, coasts, rivers.
Topic 5: The UK’s evolving human landscape – Globalisation in the UK, London’s inequalities, regeneration.
Topic 6: Geographical investigations – coasts/rivers fieldwork enquiry, rural/urban fieldwork enquiry.
Component 3 People and Environment Issues- Making Geographical Decisions
Topic 7: People and the biosphere – biomes, population versus resources
Topic 8: Forests under threat – tropical rainforests, the taiga, sustainability.
Topic 9: Consuming energy resources – types of energy, oil, fossil fuels, alternatives.
Topic 10: Making geographical decisions – Biofuels in Indonesia, Tar sands in Canada’s taiga
Assessment
There are three examination papers taken at the end of the two-year course. They will consist of multiplechoice questions, calculations, short open, open response, and 8-mark extended writing questions.
Paper 1: Part 1 1: Global Geographical Issues. Written examination: 1h 30, 37.5% of the qualification, 94 marks
Paper 2: Part 2: UK Geographical Issues. Written examination: 1h 30, 37.5% of the qualification, 94 marks
Paper 3: Component 3: People and Environment Issues. Written examination: 1h 30, 25% of the qualification 64
marks. This exam will offer a choice of one from three decisions assessed through a 12-mark question.
Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers
A Geography degree can be a Bachelor of Arts (BA) or a Bachelor of Science (BSc). Some examples of degree
topics are: climatology (the forming of different climates) biogeography and soils, citizenship, environment and
development, fluvial and marine environments, human activity and environmental change, statistics.
Potential careers include: Cartography, Environmental Consultancy, International Aid Work, Landscape
Architecture, Logistics and Distribution Management, Town and Country Planning, Water Conservation
Additional Information
Geography not only teaches you about the world and how we interact with it but also helps you to develop skills
that are transferrable across other academic subjects and careers. Skills such as data presentation and analysis,
research and presentation skills, problem solving and time management.
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Humanities Faculty – Faculty Leader: Mr Glenn Pepper
Subject: Business Studies
Key Staff: Mr Collings

Accreditation (Details of the course):
EDEXCEL
Aims:
This course provides you the opportunity to take up a new subject
relevant to many careers from being self-employment to working in
a small or large organisation. You might have interest in business and
want to start your own business one day. You may have an enquiring
mind and be interested in learning about the world, you may want to
find out how businesses are set up, and what it is that makes
someone a great entrepreneur. This subject is both active and
enjoyable. You need to be good at communicating and explaining
your ideas and not be afraid of learning new concepts and working
with numbers to solve business problems. You will learn how to be a
creative thinker and make decisions. You will also learn about the
world of business through research and investigation, as well as
through practical tasks. The course consists of two units.
Course Content
Unit 1: Introduction to Small Business  Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship  Topic 1.2 Spotting a
business opportunity  Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice  Topic 1.4 Making the business effective
 Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences on business
Unit 2: Building a Business  Topic 2.1 Growing the business  Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions  Topic 2.3
Making operational decisions  Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions  Topic 2.5 Making human resource
decisions

Assessment
Unit 1 Assessment - Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes, 50% of the qualification, 90 marks
Unit 2 Assessment - Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes, 50% of the qualification, 90 marks

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers
While studying the first two units of this course your child will be introduced to the world of small businesses
and will look at what makes someone a successful business person. They will find out how to spot an opportunity,
how to develop that idea and turn that into a successful business. They will understand how to make a business
effective and manage money. They will also see how the world around us affects small businesses and all the
people involved.
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Practical and Performance Faculty – Faculty Leader: Mr C Wilkinson
Subject: GCSE Art and Design
Key Staff: Mrs Dawson & Mr Buchanan

Accreditation (Details of the course):
Exam Board Taught - AQA
Aims: GCSE Art and Design Aims to enable our students to
 Actively engage in the creative process of art, craft and design
in order to develop as effective and independent learners,
and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds.
 Acquire and develop technical skills through working with a
broad range of media, materials, techniques, processes and
technologies with purpose and intent
 Become confident in taking risks and learn from experience
when exploring and experimenting with ideas, processes,
media, materials and techniques
Course Content
Component 1: Portfolio
Students are required to submit a portfolio comprising a sustained project and a selection of further work
which represents their course of study.
Component 2: Externally set assignment
Students respond to a chosen starting point from an externally set assignment paper (1 from a choice of 7).
Through both Components candidates must demonstrate their ability to:
AO1 - develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources
AO2 - refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials,
techniques and processes.
AO3 - record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses
AO4 - present a personal and meaningful response that realizes intentions and demonstrates understanding of
visual language.
Assessment
Component 1; Portfolio – September Y10 to December y11
Students have unlimited time within this period to build the portfolio which is worth 60% of the GCSE. It will be
set and marked by the school and will be moderated by AQA. Moderation takes place in June in Y11.
Component 2 - January Y11 to May Y11
Students have an unlimited preparation in this period followed by 10 hours of supervised time. The externally
set assignment will be worth 40% of the GCSE [It will be set by AQA, marked by the school and will be
moderated by AQA during a visit. Moderation takes place in June in Y11.
Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers
Studying GCSE Art and Design leads nicely toward ALevel study in Art and Design or individual disciplines e.g. Fine
Art, Graphics, Illustration, Printmaking. Students can also go on to study Foundation Level Diploma’s and Honours
Based Degrees.
Art and Design links to careers in Advertising, Car Design, Architecture, Freelance Illustrators and Graphic
Designers, Theatre and Film Design, Fashion, Teaching and Video Game Design.
Additional Information
1. Students are required to provide evidence of drawing and written annotation
2. The maximum mark available has been increased from 80 to 96 to allow for more differentiation amongst
higher ability students.
3. Preparation work for the externally set assignment must be handed in at the beginning of the 10 hours of
supervised time and cannot be worked on again.
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Practical & Performance Faculty – Faculty Leader: Mr C Wilkinson
Subject: GCSE Drama
Key Staff: Mrs Barker / Miss Newland

Accreditation (Details of the course):
Exam board taught – Edexcel
Aims:
Apply knowledge and understanding when making, performing and responding to drama
Explore performance texts, understanding their social, cultural and historical context
including the theatrical conventions of the period in which they were created
Develop a range of theatrical skills and apply them to create performances
Work collaboratively to generate, develop and communicate ideas
Develop as creative, effective, independent and reflective students able to make
informed choices in process and performance
Contribute as an individual to a theatrical performance
Reflect on and evaluate their own work and that of others
develop an awareness and understanding of the roles and processes undertaken in
contemporary professional theatre practice
Course Content
Component 1: Devising (1DR0/01) Non-examination assessment: 40%– 60 marks
Component 2: Performance from Text (1DR0/02) Non-examination assessment 20% - 48marks
Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice (1DR0/03) Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 40% – 60 marks
Assessment
Component 1: Devising (*Component code: 1DR0/01) Internally assessed and externally moderated.
A portfolio covering the creating and developing process and analysis and evaluation of this (45 marks, 30
marks assessing AO1 and 15 marks assessing AO4) and A devised performance/design realisation (15 marks,
assessing AO2).
Component 2: Performance from Text (*Component code: 1DR0/02) Externally assessed by visiting examiner
● Centres are free to cover the performance/designing of the two key extracts in any way.
● Performance/design realisa on covering both key extracts is worth 48 marks.
Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice (*Paper code: 1DR0/03)
Section A: Bringing Texts to Life 45 marks, assessing AO3. This section consists of one question broken into five
parts (short and extended responses) based on an unseen extract from the chosen performance text.
Section B: Live Theatre Evaluation 15 marks, assessing AO4. This section consists of two questions requiring
students to analyse and evaluate a live theatre performance they have seen. Students are allowed to bring in
theatre evaluation notes of up to a maximum of 500 words.
Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers
Students can progress from this qualification to a range of qualifications including: AS and A Level in Drama and
Theatre, related vocational qualifications such as BTEC Level 3 Performing Arts and Extended Project Level 3 Unit
3 Performance. Due to the collaborative nature and the intrapersonal demands of the qualification, students can
also progress into a range of careers including acting, stage management, drama therapy, teaching, directing,
law, management and many more.
Additional Information
The course will inspire, motivate and challenge students. Creativity is encouraged with a large emphasis focusing
on practical work which reflects twenty-first century theatre practice and developing skills that will support
progression to further study of drama and a wide range of other subjects. Students will develop a multitude of
skills, including collaboration, communication and an understanding of how to amend and refine work, which are
all desirable traits in employees.
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Practical & Performance Faculty – Faculty Leader: Mr C Wilkinson
Subject: GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
Key Staff: Mrs M Babington

Accreditation (Details of the course):
Exam board taught – AQA
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition course is 50% external written
examination and 50% non-exam assessment (including a practical
examination) 200 marks over the 3 sections
Aims:
GCSE Food aims to provide students with the knowledge and
understanding of how to live a healthy lifestyle, enabling them to
make informed choices about nutrition. It covers modern food
issues such as organic farming, global issues, the dangers of
pesticides, and the effects of manufacturing of food on climate
change. One non- examined- task covers the science of food.

Course Content
Externally set examination paper : Diet , nutrition, modern food issues, manufacture, food science ( 50% of
GCSE grade, 100 marks)
Non- examined task 1 – food science based experimental work. Investigating a food science task set by the
examination board (30 marks )
Non- examined task 2 - A food design investigation set by the examination board. Dishes are trialled for their
suitability to the task and then 3 final dishes are produced in a practical examination, Show casing the students
skills (70 marks)

Assessment
Year 10 will consist of gaining knowledge and improving practical skills and a mock examination.
Year 11 the assessment will comprise of 2 written NEA tasks set by the examination board.
Students will be assessed on the 3-trialled dishes and the 3 final dishes.
Year 11 externally set theory examination paper
Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers
For further education, this subject leads into food science pathways, dietetics and nutrition as well as traditional
food industry courses in food production and processing

Additional Information
The course will inspire, motivate and challenge students with a keen interest in food and the nutritional aspects
of food along providing the key skills to produce well-presented and professional dishes
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Practical & Performance Faculty – Faculty Leader: Mr C Wilkinson
Subject: Level 2 Health & Social Care
Key Staff: Mrs Hutchinson

Accreditation (Details of the course):
Exam board taught – OCR National L1/2 in Health and Social
Care (This is a change in qualification from NCFE)
This is a combined Level 1 and 2 qualification. Grades are either
Level 1: Pass, Merit or Distinction or Level 2: Pass Merit or
Distinction is graded Pass, Merit, or Distinction.
The L1 grades correspond to GCSE equivalents of Grade 1-3.
The Level 2 grades convert to grade 4-8. We anticipate that
most students should be aiming for the Level 2 qualification
Aims:
This course provides students with a greater insight into one of
the biggest employment sectors in the UK. Students will gain a
greater understanding of all aspects of care services aswell as
developing their communication, teamwork and other essential
life skills.
Course Content
By taking this course students will be given an excellent introduction to the Health and Social Care
sector including the NHS, local authority adult and child care services as well as a range of
independent providers which provide care in a range of settings.
 Students will focus on recruitment to the health & social care sector and the core values that
are needed in the professional work place.
 Students will develop their own communication skills and understand what personal qualities
are needed to be able to work effectively with individuals in these settings.
 Students will also further develop their knowledge and understanding of 2 other key areas
focusing on either body systems, life stages, employment, activities, protection, health or basic
first aid.
Assessment
Assessment in this course includes one examined unit (1hr written paper) & 3 centre assessed
coursework units.
Examined unit - Essential values of care for use with individuals in care settings. (25%)
Centre assessed tasks (coursework) (25% each x3)
Mandatory unit – Communicating and working with individuals in health & social care and early years
settings.
Optional 2 units can be taken from: body systems/disorders, life stages, employment, creative
activities, child protection, nutrients needed for health or basic first aid.

Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers
Higher education can be gained within Health and Social Care. Students may wish to specialise their
training into the following areas – Dietician, Social Worker, Paramedic, Podiatrist, Speech & Language
therapist, Pharmacist, Nurse, Dentist, Health Visitor, Midwife & many more.
Additional Information
The course will inspire, motivate and challenge students with a range of topics, practical activities guest
speakers and subject linked trips etc.
It will also enable students to become aware of the vast career opportunities available within the NHS
and the statutory, private and voluntary sector.
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Practical & Performance Faculty – Faculty Leader: Mr C Wilkinson
Subject: GCSE Music
Key Staff: Ms Holmes/Mr Fenwick

Accreditation (Details of the course):
Exam board taught – EDEXCEL Pearson
GCSE Music has three components: Performing (30%), Composing
(30%) and Appraising (40%)
Aims:
Students will learn to perform, compose and appreciate different types of music, developing critical and
creative thinking, cultural, aesthetic and emotional awareness, and the ability to make music individually and
as part of a group.
Course Content
Component 1: Performing
Aim: The purpose of this component is to assess students’ performing skills in both a solo and ensemble context.
Students are given the opportunity to rehearse and refine performances on their chosen instrument or voice,
developing technical control, expression and interpretative skills. Students must perform a solo performance
and an Ensemble Performance (both of a minimum 1 minute each and when combined, over 4 minutes),
Component 2: Composing
Aim: The purpose of this component is to assess students’ skills in composing music and enables them to
appreciate the process of creating music. Students will be introduced to the technical and creative skills required
by a composer. Students must submit two compositions, of a combined duration of at least three minutes: one
in response to a brief set by Pearson, one free composition set by the student (both at least 1min duration)
Students do not have to perform the music that they have composed.
Component 3: Appraising 40%
Aim: The purpose of this component is to assess students’ listening and appraising skills through the study of
music across a variety of styles and genres. The content is grouped into four areas of study, each of which
contains two set works.
Instrumental Music 1700-1820 : J S Bach: 3rd Movement from Brandenburg Concerto no. 5 in D major and
L van Beethoven: 1st Movement from Piano Sonata no. 8 in C minor ‘Pathétique’
Vocal Music: H Purcell: Music for a While and Queen: Killer Queen (from the album ‘Sheer Heart Attack’)
Music for Stage and Screen: S Schwartz: Defying Gravity (from the album of the cast recording of Wicked) and
J Williams: Main title/rebel blockade runner (from the soundtrack to Star Wars Episode IV: A New Hope)
Fusions: Afro Celt Sound System: Release (from the album ‘Volume 2: Release’) and Esperanza Spalding: Samba
Em Preludio (from the album ‘Esperanza’)
Assessment
Component 1 and Component 2: Are Coursework components completed during the programme of study.
Internally assessed, externally moderated. Component 3: Exam board Examination, externally assessed.
Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers
With GCSE Music you are able to explore, challenge and realise your potential studying a broad range of styles and genres.
This will enable you to continue to study music at AS and A Level or to study AS and A Level Music Technology. You

could also go onto study vocational courses such as the Pearson BTEC National in Music and Music Technology
level 3. You could also progress to industry related apprenticeships or other training or seek employment in a
related sector.
Additional Information
The course will inspire, motivate and challenge students with an in-depth study of a diverse selection of music,
developing their theoretical and historical knowledge of music alongside having opportunities to develop their
performance skills on their chosen instrument.
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Practical & Performance Faculty – Faculty Leader: Mr C Wilkinson
Subject: GCSE Physical Education
Key Staff: Mr Wilkinson, Mrs Ryan, Mr McGrath

Accreditation (Details of the course):
Exam board taught – AQA
GCSE Physical Education course is 60% theory and 40% non-exam
assessment (practical performance)
Aims:
GCSE PE aims to provide students with the knowledge and
understanding of how to live a healthy and active lifestyle, enabling
them to make informed choices about their own physical
development.
Students will become more physically competent in a range of
activities and will reflect on their performance and improve.
Course Content
Paper 1: The human body and movement in physical activity and sport.
Applied anatomy and physiology, movement analysis, physical training and use of data. (1h15 written exam.
30% of GCSE)
Paper 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport.
Sports psychology, socio-cultural influences, health, fitness and well-being and use of data (1h15 written exam.
30% of GCSE)
Practical performance in physical activity and sport: students to take part and improve skills and performance
in a range of activities.
Assessment
The assessment will comprise of 2 written papers (Paper 1 & Paper 2) worth 60%, 3 practical activity
assessments worth 30%, and a written coursework element worth 10%.
Students will be assessed in three different practical activities of their own choosing;
1. A team activity (e.g. football, rugby)
2. An individual activity (e.g. golf, tennis)
3. Either a team or individual activity
Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers
For further education it leads nicely into Alevel or BTEC PE. Sports coaching qualifications and then a range of
degrees is Sports Science.
Some careers linked to the course include:- Sports psychologist, physiotherapist, sports coaching, teaching,
fitness instructor, personal trainer, sports journalist, sports development officer, armed forces, leisure centre
assistant, sports professional.
Additional Information
The course will inspire, motivate and challenge students with a range of physiological and psychological topics
linked to performance in sport.
Students will perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and techniques, selecting,
and using tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas. Students will also learn how to analyse and evaluate
performance and suggest effective plans for improvement.
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STEM Faculty – Faculty Leader: Aimee Jones
Subject: Creative iMedia
Key Staff: Peter Collings

Accreditation (Details of the course):
OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate in Creative iMedia
Aims:
It lets students gain knowledge in a number of key areas in the media
field, from preproduction skills to digital animation, and offers a
hands-on approach to learning. The options available allow student
to develop more specific skills such as creating websites, animations
and multimedia products.
The Cambridge National in Creative iMedia will also provide
opportunities to develop useful transferable skills such as research,
planning, and review, working with others and communicating
creative concepts effectively.
Course Content
The modules offered include 2 compulsory and 2 optional units:
Compulsory: Pre-production Skills and Creating Digital Graphics
Optional: 2D & 3D digital characters, Interactive Multimedia Products, Creating Digital Graphics, Websites,
Digital Sound Story Telling, Digital Video, Digital Animation, Digital Photography, Game Concepts, Digital
Games. (The first five unit listed will be the mostly likely units we choose from).
Assessment
Compulsory Units:
Pre-production skills, Written paper, OCR set and marked 1 hour 15 mins, 60 marks, students answer all
questions
Creating digital graphics, Centre assessed tasks, OCR moderated Approx 10 hours, 60 marks
Optional Units: Centre assessed tasks, OCR moderated Approx 10 hours, 60 marks each unit.
Progression options at Post 16 and potential careers
The Creative & Digital Industries are very diverse – ranging from advertising to architecture and fashion to film.
These are a few examples of the many jobs available within the creative and digital sector which need young
people with relevant skills; marketing executive, journalist, film director, games designer.

Additional Information
Most of the qualification is tested by coursework that is set and marked by the teacher. This will be done
throughout the two-year course. So if your child likes project work, enjoys research and doing practical things
they may find a Cambridge National a better option than a GCSE. One of the units that students must take – on
preproduction skills – involves a written exam that lasts one hour and 15 minutes and is set and marked by OCR.
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Who to Contact
Further careers information can be found online at:
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk
www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
www.russellgroup.ac.uk

Additional support can be gained from:







Mr Rees
Vice Principal Curriculum
Mr Buchanan
Year 9 Pastoral Leader
Ms Herbert
SEND Manager
Ms Holmes
Vice Principal with oversight of Educational Needs Coordinator
Mr Robson
Careers Lead
Independent advice and guidance – please see Mr Robson who can arrange

Please complete and return the GCSE Options Form 2021 which can be found attached or
available at (https://www.phs.woodard.co.uk/1061/gcse-options)
The deadline for returning the form is Friday 12th February 2021 via form tutors.
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POLAM HALL SCHOOL GCSE OPTIONS
FORM AND MENTORING RECORD
2021
Name:_________________________
Form:_________
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GCSE Options Form 2021
Name:
Pathway:

Tutor:

Please circle your chosen options one from each block. Please indicate underneath each
block the subject priority with 1 being the one you most want to do.
Block A

Block B

Block C

Block D

French

Art

Creative I media

Triple Science

Geography

Geography

Drama

Business Studies

History

History

GCSE PE

Health & Social Care

Music

Food

French

Art

Please list these subjects in order of preference below:
1.________________________

3.________________________

2.________________________

4.________________________

Whilst we make every attempt to support student’s choices, sometimes is not possible to
timetable a particular combination of subjects. If this is the case we will contact you and
discuss solutions.

Please provide a reserve option from any block.
Please return this form to your son/daughter’s form tutor by Friday 12th February 2021.

Signature: …………………………………………………………. Student

Signature: ……………………………………………………....... Parent / Carer
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Date:____________________________________

Date Received_______________

Y9 Options: Mentoring Record
Progress
Data
Reviewed

Skills
review
checked

EBAC
covered

Y/N

Y/N

Y/N

Group
Is student happy
SEN/PP/ with choices
MAT

Mentor Name

Date of
Meeting

Y/N

Future Careers / Post 16 Thoughts:

Are the choices in line with progress check data and skills review strengths?

Y/N

Mentor Comment on options choices

Next Steps
Action

By

Referral
IAG?

Parental
Contact

Y/N

Y/N

Student
Signed
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Mentor
Signed

Date

Date

Complete

Post Mentoring comments

Y9 Options: Final Options Confirmation
Below are your final chosen options after mentoring. This form should be taken home,
discussed one final time and returned to school before Monday 15th March 2021. Once this
form has been signed and returned the option choices become final.
Please circle your final choices below with your mentor:

Block A

Block B

Block C

Block D

French

Art

Creative I media

Triple Science

Geography

Geography

Drama

Business Studies

History

History

GCSE PE

Health & Social Care

Music

Food

French

Art

Signature: …………………………………………………………. Student

Date:………………………………

Signature: ……………………………………………………....... Parent / Carer Date:………………………………

Signature: ……………………………………………………....... Mentor
Additional Comments
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Date:………………………………

