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            20th April 2020 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Good morning and welcome back to ‘school’! Usually I would be welcoming pupils at the gate, so this is a little different 

for all of us.  

I hope that you and your families have had a good Easter holiday and that this letter finds you all well and safe. As we 

begin a new term, I am writing with details of our Home Learning provision for the next few weeks. The details of what 

teachers will be providing and how they will be doing it are in the document attached with this letter.  

We still have no idea how long school will be closed for – although it will be at least the next three weeks - or what a 

re-opening would look like in practice. We are still very much reacting to national events and to the guidance which 

we are given daily by the Department for Education.  

Thank you all for the feedback that you gave to your child’s Class Teacher or Form Tutor at the end of term. Many of 

you told us that you found this contact really helpful and so I will ask Class Teachers or Form Tutors to contact parents 

at the end of each fortnight to check that all is well and to see if there are areas where school can help. 

Your comments about Home Learning were generally very positive. There are one or two tweaks which we will be 

making in response to the suggestions made by parents, pupils and staff. These are: 

 We will try to keep the work set as simple as possible. We do realise that many parents are juggling their own 

work, more than one child and a number of other commitments. It takes longer for a child to make their own 

way through the work set than it would in a classroom. 

 I have asked staff to clearly identify to parents or pupils what work will receive feedback and what won’t. Not 

everything will be marked. Having now done it, I can definitely confirm that it also takes much longer to mark 

a set of work electronically than it does with a red pen! 

 Feedback may take many forms – it might be answers for self-marking, an email dialogue with a teacher, 

feedback through GCSEPod or another online tool, or a Marvellous Me! 

 All Junior School pupils will be given an overview timetable. Some Senior School parents also asked about 

timetables – you can access your child’s timetable through the Arbor Parent Portal. On your child’s profile 

page, select Calendar on the side bar and then change the date to a date before 20th March (which is when 

school closed and timetables were suspended).  

 Pupils may be coming to the end of their paper packs or Home Learning books, so I have asked staff to consider 

this in their planning. We know that not all families have a printer or more than one device on which to access 

work and we will adapt planning to take account of this.  

For all our Primary pupils Mrs Brown, who leads English in Junior School, has been working on access to online reading 

books for pupils. She will be in touch with the details this week. 

For Year 11 and Year 13 students the work set will now look very different. For Year 11 subjects will set work as 

preparation for A Level study. This will be accessible on Show My Homework later today for all Year 11 students so 



they can self-select the subjects they may choose Post 16. Mr Robson is working with local colleges to find suitable 

work for those students who will not go onto study A Levels  – he will be in touch about this.  

If your child achieved a Grade 4 or below in English and/or Maths in the Year 11 Mock Examinations then we are asking 

them to continue with GCSE English and/or Maths work. Teachers will set work designed to help students achieve a 

Grade 4 in these subjects – as anyone achieving a grade below a 4 is required to re-sit in Year 12. Ofqual are clear that 

the grades awarded by schools will be statistically standardised and may move up or down, so we feel it is best for all 

students with a Mock Exam grade of 4 or below in either English or Maths to continue with that subject.  

Year 13 students will have bespoke work set for them designed to prepare them for undergraduate study.  

The Department for Education have published a series of links to online work, for pupils of all ages, to support Home 

Learning. Our staff may use some of these resources in their planning, but you may also find them helpful. They can 

be accessed here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-

resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education 

The BBC is also releasing daily lessons, called Bitesize Daily – you can find more about this resource here: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zn9447h 

Some of you will have seen that the Department for Education yesterday released news of a major package for online 

learning, including an online school, Oak National Academy, and funded access to technology for disadvantaged 

students: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-major-package-to-support-online-learning. As yet we do not 

have any more details about this than have been generally released – when we do I will of course pass them onto you.  

Mrs Hardy has also asked me to signpost you to some of the e-safety and wellbeing resources and links which she has 

added to the website. They can be found in the Key Information section, in the Safeguarding box. If you have any 

safeguarding concerns about pupils whilst at home then she should be your first point of contact as our Designated 

Safeguarding Lead: hardy.s@phs.woodard.co.uk  

As you know, the government asked us to keep school open for the children of Key Workers throughout the Easter 

holiday. To enable us to do this some staff have their holiday at different times. The following staff are not working 

over the next two weeks – work will still be set for your child as they have been asked to set it in advance, but please 

be aware that they may not be responding to messages or giving feedback. If you have questions, please contact the 

teacher’s Head of Faculty (if they teach in Senior School) or Mrs Crosby (Head of Infants)/Mrs Goodwin (Head of 

Juniors) if your child is in Junior School: 

 

For those families who normally receive free school meals we will be moving from supplying Sainsbury’s vouchers – a 

scheme which we set up ourselves – to the Department for Education’s voucher scheme this week. If this applies to 

you then Mrs Mogridge, our Business Manager, will be contacting you about this. We are also conscious that the 

current economic climate may mean that some of our families may become eligible for free school meals during this 

time. If you think this may be the case for your family then please do get in touch with Mrs Mogridge: 

mogridge.j@phs.woodard.co.uk  

I’m sure I will be in touch again soon, as more information comes to us. Please don’t hesitate to contact school or your 

child’s teachers for support. Like all our staff I am very much looking forward to the point at which we can safely open 

the school gates again. 

Best wishes 

Kate Reid 

Principal 

Teachers on holiday w/c 20th April Teachers on holiday w/c 20th April and 27th April 

Miss Blundy 
Mr Pepper 
Mrs Ryan 
Mr Wyness 

Miss Blair 
Mrs Jones 
Miss Ali 
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