
Meet our team:

CONFIDENCE • CREATIVITY • CURIOSITY • COMMUNITY

Feel
at home

Boarding LifePOLAM HALL SCHOOL
Grange Road, Darlington, Co. Durham DL1 5PA

Telephone 01325 463383 I Email information@phs.woodard.co.uk

www.phs.woodard.co.uk

polamhallschool @PolamHallSchool

We are in an excellent
position for travel
and accessibility

We are lucky to be close to the historic city of Durham and on
the edge of the beautiful Yorkshire Dales. Newcastle and Leeds
are only an hour away, providing excellent day trips and easy
access to airports. Darlington itself is a thriving town and school
is within easy walking distance of a large swimming pool, sports
centre and gymnasium, shopping, cinema and restaurants. www.phs.woodard.co.uk

Mrs Kate Reid
Principal

“Polam is a special place, a
school with unique heritage.
We build on these foundations
to develop high achieving,
confident and well-rounded
young people”

Mrs Lorraine Ryan
Head of KS3

“Starting at a new school can
seem daunting, but Polam is a
genuinely caring community
and in no time it will feel like
you are at home”

Mr David Brown
Head of Boarding

“Boarding at Polam is a
family environment where
children will thrive and
flourish”

Mrs Bronia Bailly
Head of KS4

“When you join Polam, a
wide range of support is
available to you. G.C.S.E.s
can be a challenging time, but
we want to help you succeed to
take you on to the next stage of
your education”
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Settling in
from day 1

Polam Hall has been a boarding school since 1848 - a tradition that
goes back to our Quaker founders. 

Today we are a vibrant and diverse school
community with a focus on academic
excellence and the education of the whole
person - fostering the unique potential of
each individual. At the heart of everything
we do in school are our four core values:
Confidence, Creativity, Curiosity and
Community. Our strong House system
underpins our community - providing
competition and cohesion!

In Years 7 - 9 we provide a broad and
challenging Academic Curriculum, which
gives students the opportunity to study a wide
range of subjects and explore their interests
and talents through active learning.

Students begin their GCSE courses in Year
10 - choosing from a variety of academic and
more vocational options. Our expert staff
provide excellent teaching and have high
expectations of all students. 

The Character Curriculum is as important at Polam as the
academic. Developing the whole person has never been
more relevant than it is today. 

Our motto is ‘Concordia Crescimus’ – to grow in harmony. We develop
our core values through CC time each day, through CC Challenges
and in the activities programme, which is part of the school day.

Students participate in numerous sports teams,
Combined Cadet Force, Duke of Edinburgh, several
choirs, take instrumental lessons or dance lessons
… the list goes on.

Welcome to boarding at Polam Hall. Our boarders
live in Grange House - a large Victorian villa located
on our school site. Grange is a real home from home

- a family of boarders who live and work together. There are
no large, impersonal dormitories and students socialise

among different year groups.

Our boarders have access to games, TV and WIFI in each house and use
the school’s library and IT rooms for quiet study in the evenings and at

weekends.  We run a varied programme of sporting activities and
excursions, making free time productive and fun.  

Main meals are eaten together in the school’s dining hall and our boarders
also have use of their own kitchen facilities for preparing light meals and
snacks.  Boarding staff ensure there is dedicated time for private study as

well as extracurricular activities.

Pupils are ‘courteous,
friendly, polite
and helpful ’

Ofsted 2018

Pupils are ‘actively
prepared for life
in society’

Ofsted 2018

A typical day for our boarders...

Monday to Friday
8.00am Breakfast in our dining hall
8.45am Morning lessons begin
12.50pm Lunch in our dining hall
1.45pm Afternoon lessons
3.50pm Free time spent either studying in school

or the Boarding House, or enjoying a
wide range of activities:
- sports
- hobbies or charities
- performing arts
- social trips
- a movie or games indoors or outdoors in
our gardens and sports fields

5.30pm Dinner in our dining hall
6.00pm Homework supported by our resident

teachers
7.00pm Free time
10.00pm Lights out

“Free time is the best time”...Pablo, 16

“We are taught how to learn
independently”...Olivia, 15

“I know I have the best support
when I need it”...Oscar, 14

“I am so much more confident since
becoming a boarder”...Sadie, 11


