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Polam Hall School: Coronavirus closure plan for continuing education for pupils 

Home Learning Plan: Summer Term 

You will see that we have adapted the work set this term – this is in direct response to the 

feedback that we had from staff, pupils and parents. 

Please just do what you can. We know the many challenges that our families are juggling 

during this difficult time. We’ve all had to adapt to new ways of working and we have been so 

impressed by the fantastic work that our pupils have done at home. You are doing an amazing 

job supporting your child’s wellbeing and learning during this time. 

Everything feels strange and challenging at the moment, so it’s understandable if you and your 

child feel anxious and frustrated. We’re here for you as we figure this all out together – this is 

all very new for teachers as well. 

Do remind your child to take breaks away from screens as well, and also make time for having 

fun and connecting with friends and family.  

                     --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Setting work for pupils: 

As last term, Show my Homework (SMHW) will be used as the ‘hub’ for all setting of work, 

with the exception of Reception pupils who will have their work set on Marvellous Me.  

Some teachers may choose to use Microsoft Teams for their class, particularly for older 

students. Work will still be on Show My Homework even if this is the case, so that parents can 

access it.  

Remember that the Show My Homework calendar does not require a login – you can see all 

the work set by going to the school website, finding the Quick Links button at the top right and 

then selecting Show My Homework. When you get to the Satchel:One site click on ‘View 

Homework Calendar’, then ‘Show All’ and then you can filter by year, subject or teacher. 

What follows is the volume/type of work that will be set at the start of the Summer Term. 

Dependent on the length of school closure this may change:  

 Work will be set weekly for pupils from Reception to Year 9.  

 Work will be set daily to the timetable for pupils in Year 10.  

 Work will be set weekly for Year 11 and Year 13 students. 

 

For Reception to Year 9 and Year 11/13 work will be set on a Monday and the SMHW due 

date will always be the Friday of that week. We will set up SMHW to allocate Year 11 work 

on Monday 20th April so work will not be available for them until later that day. 

For Year 10 work will be set on SMHW on the date of the lesson. Teachers will decide on an 

appropriate due date depending on the work set. 

The longer that we are away from school the more likely it is that some of the work set will be 

consolidation or revision of learning. It is hard to introduce new topics without teacher input 

and many subjects would be normally revising at the end of the school year.  
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Timetables and organising work: 

 All Junior School Class Teachers will provide an overview timetable for their parents and 

pupils.  

Senior School parents can see their child’s timetable on Arbor through the Parent Portal. To 

do this you should go to Calendar on the side panel of your child’s profile and then select a 

date before the schools closed on 20th March 2020.  

Feedback for pupils: 

Teachers will indicate to pupils/parents which pieces of work need to be submitted. This will 

not be all tasks or every ‘lesson’.  

Home Learning makes providing conventional feedback challenging. Therefore feedback 

during this time will not necessarily mean written marking and can happen in a variety of forms. 

These might include: 

 Giving answers to a set of questions for self-marking at home. 

 Giving direct feedback via Show My Homework or email. 

 Marking a test or exam paper/question that pupils have submitted and then emailing it 

back to them or emailing their score. 

 Reading a piece of work and then sending back a positive comment and a target.  

 A dialogue with pupils or parents about the work set – this could be via email or SMHW 

or in Teams. 

 Using GCSEPod or other online platform to provide marks for questions set. 

 Asking pupils to send photographs of work or projects and sending them back a 

comment, housepoint or Marvellous Me.  

 A Teams chat with pupils to share what they are doing. 

 Traditional marking of a piece of work with WWW and EBI! 

 

Completing work: 

All pupils from Reception to Year 9 were sent home with a ‘Home Learning’ exercise book and 

a pen/pencil. All pupils in Years 10 and 11 were sent home with a folder, an A4 pad of paper 

and a pen. We know that these paper resources will not last and we will plan work with this in 

mind. 

Please complete the work set as best you can – writing on paper is fine, it doesn’t need to be 

in an exercise book or on a printed worksheet. We know that this aspect of the work may prove 

challenging – just do your best! 

Work to be set for pupils: 

What follows is the minimum you will receive – there will often also be extra challenge tasks 

or projects to keep pupils busy! 

Reception Each week, via Marvellous Me, teachers will send home:  
 
Reinforcement activities and topic work. 
Pupils will also have access to Oxford Owl online reading books and will be 
set reading.  
 
Work will be uploaded by Monday morning for the following week with a due 
date of the Friday. 
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Pupils should submit any work that needs submitting via email. Parents can 
use email to message questions to teachers. 

KS1 Each week, via SMHW, teachers will send home: 
 
Maths work 
Spellings  
A Grammar List extract for children to learn. 
A Convince Me…? project  
Pupils will also have access to Oxford Owl online reading books and will be 
set reading.  
 
Work will be uploaded by Monday morning for the following week with a due 
date of the Friday. 
Pupils should submit any work that needs submitting via email. Parents can 
use SMHW or email to message questions to teachers.  

KS2 Each week, via SMHW, teachers will send home: 
 
Maths work 
Spellings 
A Grammar List extract for children to learn. 
A Reading comprehension  
A Convince Me…? project  
Year 3 pupils will have access to Oxford Owl online reading books. Year 4 and 
above will also have access to online reading books (details to follow).  All 
pupils will be set reading.  
 
Work will be uploaded by Monday morning for the following week with a due 
date of the Friday. 
Pupils should submit any work that needs submitting via email. Parents can 
use SMHW or email to message questions to teachers. 

Year 6 Each week, via SMHW, teachers will send home: 
 
Maths work 
Spellings 
A Reading comprehension 
A Convince Me…? project 
A writing task to develop skills. 
A Grammar List extract for children to learn 
 
Work will be uploaded by Monday morning for the following week with a due 
date of the Friday. 
Pupils should submit any work that needs submitting via email. Parents can 
use SMHW or email to message questions to teachers. 

KS3 All subjects: All subjects will set enough work for a week at a time, via 
SMHW.  
 
The work will be set to begin on Monday and the due date on SMHW will be 
Friday.  
 
English: Bedrock Vocabulary will also be set for Years 7 and 8. 
 
Maths: Hegarty Maths will also be set. 
 



4 
 

Pupils should submit any work that needs submitting via SMHW or email. 
Some teachers may choose to use Teams – if so they will communicate this 
to pupils. Pupils or parents can use SMHW or email to message questions to 
teachers. 

Year 10 Work will follow the normal timetable. The work will be set on the day of 
the lesson. Teachers will choose when the due date is, depending on the 
nature of the work set.  
 
Lessons will be sent home via SMHW. Some teachers may also use Teams 
if so they will communicate this to students.  
 
Lessons will make use of GCSEpod, Hegarty Maths, Seneca Learning and 
other online tools.  
 
Pupils should message questions and submit work though SMHW, Teams or 
email.  

Year 11 From 20th April 2020 all work for Year 11 students will be focused on Post 
16 study. 
 
Each subject will upload a week’s worth of work to provide a good introduction 
to A Level in their subject.  
 
Mr Robson is liaising with local colleges about work for students who intend to 
pursue a vocational Post 16 pathway.  
 
English and Maths will also provide GCSE work for students who achieved a 
4 or below in the Mock examinations. We strongly advise all students in this 
category to continue working on English and/or Maths in case they should 
need to re-sit Post 16. 
 
Work will be posted on SMHW. Subject staff have been asked to identify 
one member of staff as the point of contact for each set of A level work 
so that students know who to contact for questions and feedback. 

Year 13  From 20th April 2020 all work for Year 13 students will be focused on 
preparing for undergraduate study. 
 
Work will be tailored to each student and the courses they have applied 
for through UCAS.  
 
Work will either be set on Show My Homework or sent via email to the student 
individually.  

 

 

 

 

 


