
 

 

11th February 2022 

 

Dear Parents 

You may recall that, in my last newsletter, I said that it had been House Week and we had 
held House Spelling Bee competitions across the school. Both were hard fought with the 
finalists from the Senior School competition actually completing their final round in front of the 
whole Senior School in Reading on Monday! The eventual winner was Answorth Adu-Gyamfi, 
who just pipped Emre Aslanbas (last year’s winner) to the top spot for Tees House. In Juniors 
the competition was perhaps even fiercer – Mrs Johnson has sent me the results, which are 
as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well done to everyone involved! 
 
Mr Robson also has some winners this week – from his latest careers competition: 
 
Congratulations to the Year 9 enterprise group girls who have successfully navigated their 
way through round one of the Big Big Project. This is an authority led initiative asking groups 
of schoolchildren to investigate, research and find solutions to levelling up in the region. 
 
The girls did a presentation last Friday in front of judges from industry and the judging panel 
awarded them 20.5 marks out of 25, and made some very complimentary comments about 
the standards of the girls' presentation and delivery. Round two will involve them liaising with 
our local MP Peter Gibson, councillors, all stakeholders and the general public. Whatever 
happens now, the girls will receive either a Bronze, Silver or Gold certificate. We are, of course, 
going for Gold! Well done to Kiranjot Hundal, Rubi Purewal, Beatrice Tait, Samantha Romero, 
Erika King, Jasmine Atkinson and Eva Cherry 
 
Mr Robson has also sent me a report about the new intuitive that he has begun with some of 
our Year 11 students. Mr Robson has worked tirelessly to ensure that all of our Year 11 
students have some bespoke careers input and this is the most recent aspect of this provision: 
 
On Wednesday a group of Year 11 students started a 7 week course offered by One Vision 
with university students mentoring them with regard to target setting, aspirations and future 
destinations. The organiser was extremely complimentary about the Year 11 positivity and we 
look forward to seeing their progress culminating at a celebration event at Teesside University. 
 
It has been an absolute pleasure to walk through Junior School this week and see the work 
that children are doing. The atmosphere is so very purposeful! Several staff have sent me 
reports about what they have been up to this week – first up Mrs Mawson: 
 

 



 

 
Year 3/4J Venus have adapted Wassily Kandinsky's 'Squares with 
Concentric Circles' into a Valentine's piece of artwork with heart 
shapes instead of circles. The children painted the shapes using 
water colours with calming music playing in the background. The 
results were amazing! Well done everyone.  

 
Reception have also been exploring new things 
– this time Chinese New Year: 
 

Reception have been busy learning how Chinese New Year is 
celebrated and investigating the similarities 
and differences in the Chinese culture to 
their own. 
 
I also have a report from Mrs Elsdon and Year 2 
Ceres: 

 
This week 2E have been looking at healthy eating in DT.  We tasted 
some delicious fruit before making them into a rainbow fruit kebab. 
Yum! A wonderful end to a busy week - well done Ceres. Mrs 
Elsdon. 
 
The PE staff have been busy this week as well – the Year 11 GCSE PE students have been 
filming their assessments for netball and athletics and Mr Wilkinson also took the Year 7 
football team out for a fixture on Monday night – with great success! 
 
On Monday evening our U12 Football Team travelled to Hurworth for their first game of the 
season v Hurworth’s B Team.  We managed to draw the match 5-5. Highlights included Daniel 
C scoring a hat-trick with 2 penalties and a super header. Charlie T made a huge difference 
when he came on giving great energy and Alfie C made some super challenges in defence. 
To finish we won the penalty shootout scoring well and Grace RT made 3 super saves! We 
celebrated in style, running to congratulate our keeper and slipping all over in the thick mud. 
Well done to everyone for showing great teamwork and confidence in the shootout!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Senior School Council have been helping Miss Vanzan to organise the annual vote for 
the Youth Parliament topic: 
 

This week, student council have been working with Darlington Council to help gather pupil 

voice for this years Youth Parliament topic. Student council members gave pupils a feel for  

 



 

 

elections, with students being encouraged to use ballot slips 

and boxes to submit their votes. A huge thank you to student 

council for their hard work this week. 
 
We are also finally ready to re-open the Senior School Library 
to pupils next week. Mrs Ellis, our new librarian began work with 
us at the start of this term and has worked wonders with the 
space, which had been very neglected since our last librarians 
left in December 2019. In that time the library has been a base 
for Key Worker Children, a Year 11 Bubble classroom, a holiday 
provision, an exam hall…in fact almost anything except a library! As you can imagine it has 
taken some doing to get it ship shape enough for pupils! Year 7 and 8 have been using the 
space for their Accelerated Reader lessons all year and a very dedicated team of Year 9 pupil 
librarians have been helping Mrs Ellis get everything ready for a proper re-opening. They really 
do deserve all of our thanks as they have been there every break and lunchtime to help! 
 
Well done also to those members of Year 9 who have applied to hear Year 2 children read. 
Mrs Brown and Mrs Ellis will be interviewing them and then there will be some training for 
them in supporting younger children reading. This initiative really does make the most of our 
all-through school! 
 
Thank you to all the parents who were able to attend the Year 9 GCSE options evening on 
Monday. Options choices should have been in today – Mr Rees will be chasing any late ones 
and is very happy to speak to any parents or students who are still wrestling with their choices! 
 
Mrs Ryan has this week sent a letter about the annual Carlton Lodge trip for Year 7 and 8 
students. It is a real joy to be able to run this trip again for the first time in two years. Reply 
slips should be returned to Mrs Ryan by Monday please.  
 
And so we only have the final week of the half term to go! A reminder that we finish for the half 
term break at the end of Thursday 17th February, as Friday is the day that we have chosen for 
the extra Bank Holiday, to celebrate the Queens’ Platinum Jubilee. Plan are afoot for more 
events to celebrate the Jubilee – but I can’t reveal them quite yet! When we return to school 
we have Year 11 parents evening on the evening of Monday 28th February – Mr Rees has 
sent the booking details to Year 11 parents this week.  
 
Have a lovely weekend – let’s hope for more clear winter days! 
 
Best wishes 

 
 
 

Kate Reid 


