
 

 

11th March 2022 

 

Dear Parents 

We seem to have ended the week with grey skies and drizzle, which is a shame as it has been 
a glorious week generally at school. Junior children have been able to use the grass for some 
of their break and lunchtime play and the sports staff have been out on the field enjoying the 
spring weather, while I have been appreciating the crocuses that Juniors planted last year.  

In Seniors we began the week with a whole school Reading about the situation in the Ukraine, 
led by Mr Pepper who explained the historical and political events which have led up to what 
we are all seeing unfold on our screens now. As you will know, this was the precursor to a 
charitable campaign, led by Bella and Danylo, our Head Students and Mr Pepper’s Heretics 
group, who debate current issues weekly as part of 
our Activities Programme. Mr Pepper’s report is 
below: 

The drive for Ukraine Relief got off to an excellent 
start this week with The Heretics spending 
Wednesday packing over 15 boxes of sanitary 
supplies, 29 bin liners of clothes and 2 boxes of 
medical supplies for shipment next week to 
support  refugees who have arrived in Poland in the 
last two weeks. The whole school community has 
been galvanized behind this cause and it has been 
truly humbling to see the concern and generosity of 
our staff, guardians and especially pupils.  
 
A special mention must go to Liam Barker in Year 8 
who personally spent 25 pounds of his own pocket money to contribute two carrier bags of 
sanitary relief. 

 
PS we are still collecting! 

 
Thank you to everyone who has brought in items so far and to the PHPA as well, who have 
helped us by getting us started with this project. Of course, the wonderful thing about charity 
is that it works in both directions. Mrs Page has been able to write something for us about 
the donation that Junior School have received this week: 

 
We have had a very exciting delivery here in Junior 
School this week. A lovely charity called Knit-for-Nowt 
has sent us some wonderful worry monsters to use in 
Junior School as part of our PSHE and SEMH 
lessons. Each one has been lovingly made by 
fantastic knitters across the country, some have come 
from as far as London. 'Toothy' is already proving to 
be a big hit in Primo Salus.  

Juniors have been very busy this week. Last Friday 
night the Year 5 and 6 choir took part in the Mayor’s 
Song Contest at the Dolphin Centre. It was great to 
have this annual event back up and running as it has  



 

 

been a casualty of the pandemic for the last two years. Ms Holmes worked with the choir (who 
the Mayor actually came in to see rehearse!). This is her report: 

Last Friday evening, 14 children from Year 5 and 6 had the opportunity to sing in the Mayor's 
Song Contest hosted by Mayor Cindy at the Dolphin Centre to help raise money for MIND and 
St Theresa's Hospice. Mayor Cindi chose a selection of songs from the movies for 15 Primary 
schools across the Town to sing to a packed audience with four professional singers 
adjudicating everyone's contributions. We were given 'You're Welcome' from Moana as our 
song which the children spent several weeks learning to sing (including the rap!), 
choreographing a fabulous dance to go with it. Featuring Jemimah as the Demi-God Maui with 
Jack, Matthew, Harriet, Konrad, Isaac, Holly, Lily, Rosie, Amelia, Theo, Frederick, Arfaan, 
Ruby performing as the Villagers, Mayor Cindi said she thought their performance was 
'delightful'. Not only did the children perform brilliantly representing the school with energy and 
enthusiasm, they also did themselves proud by showing lots of support and kindness to all the 
other performers. Sadly, the Polam choir didn't win a place this year, but they sang and danced 
like stars, and I couldn't have been prouder.  

In fact there has been so much going on in Junior School this week that it is hard to describe 
it all – with a really exciting range of activities for the children. We have been lucky enough to 
have Darlington Cricket Club in delivering taster sessions this week, which the pupils really 
enjoyed. Miss Blundy’s Greek Club have been experimenting with the Greek Alphabet: 

In Greek club this week we have been looking at the Greek alphabet and we have all had a 
go at writing our names. It is rather tricky, but we are 
looking forward to using this new skill to write messages 
to decode next week!  

Mrs Goodwin has sent me a picture of the water cycle 
plates that children in Years 3 and 4 have made this 
week.  They have been working hard to learn the different 
stages of the water cycle and have shown their 
understanding in these wonderful plates. 

Probably my favourite newsletter item this week though 
has come from Mr Collings, who has been teaching his Year 7 Computing classes about how 
computers ‘think’, with some very interesting results! 

Students in Year 7 wrote some instructions to make a cheese sandwich in the form of a 
flowchart. The task was to create a clear, specific set of instructions that I would be able to 
carry out - but 'thinking' like a computer. Quite a simple task they thought... until Mr. Collings 
the computer carried out their instructions. The first picture followed one student's instructions 
of "spread the butter evenly and add a quarter of the cheese" - no specifics on how much 
butter which led to quite a thick layer of butter, and a quarter of a block of cheese in between 
the slices of bread! The second picture followed another student's instructions "cut the cheese 
and put the butter on two slices of bread" - the cheese was cut with scissors(!) and, as you 
can see, the butter was on two slices of 

bread... 🙂 The students reacted really well to the 

task, and it was a great way to visualise how a 
computer 'thinks' (or not, as is the case!) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mr Wilkinson has sent me a picture from Year 7’s tough 
football match against Hummersknott on Thursday. Good 
work from Alfie C who was Man of the Match. I haven’t had 
the official report yet, but I gather that tonight’s KS4 rugby 
fixture against Carmel has been much more successful. 
Also successful is our running superstar in Year 7 Grace 
R-T who, Mrs Ryan tells me, has come 10th in her first 
official cross country race outside of school.  

Year 9 have had their careers interviews from employers 
this week as part of their GCSE options process. Mr 
Robson says that the feedback from the employers who 
interviewed them was excellent – so well done Year 9! I’m told there is a careers competition 
coming up for Year 7 and 8…details in Reading on Monday! 

Mrs Ellis, our School Librarian, continues to improve the library 
environment and this week has put up the most beautiful 
display (with a little help from her friends!). Even better, she 
tweeted a picture of it and has had it re-tweeted by none other 
than Neil Gaiman himself! 

Mrs Dixon has asked me to remind you all that bookings are 
now open for the Fun Club Holiday Club during the Easter 

holidays. Fun Club grows in popularity every holiday, so get in early whilst there are still places! 

I hope that the sun comes back out for us all over the weekend – we will see all our children 
on Monday! 

Best wishes 

 

 

Kate Reid 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


