
 

 

 12th February 2021 

 

Dear Parents 

As we reach the final newsletter of this half term, there is much to tell you. Before we begin 

though, I would like to start with a moment of reflection. I have just returned from South Park 

where Amelia Davies’ family, friends, her school friends and teachers have released balloons 

to celebrate her life. Amelia’s funeral took place this afternoon. Our thoughts are with her 

family.  

One of the members of our school community, Mr Bekker, who is a parent and also volunteers 

with us at Polam, has decided to take action and so the whole Bekker family are raising funds 

for Amelia’s family and for a memorial to Amelia by undertaking the 4 x 4 x 48 challenge. From 

midnight on the 5th March until midnight on the 7th March, they will be running 4 miles every 

4 hours for 48 hours. If you would like to donate then the link is here: 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/teambekker?utm_term=aqe7jeqQ3 

Tuesday was Safer Internet Day and so there were lessons and resources sent to pupils in all 

phases of the school. It is a particularly important day to mark, given that our children are 

spooning so much time online at the moment. Miss Courteney-Walker is working with the Year 

2 Key Worker children in school and sent me the following about what they had done:  Today, 

for internet safety day, we read Detective Digiduck and discussed as a class how to make 

sure the information we find online is correct and who to talk to if something we find makes us 

worried or upset.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had lots of snow in school again this week and the grounds seem to be littered with 

snowmen! All the Key Worker children have been involved in building them – and perhaps 

some of the staff! Here are some mini snowmen created by Year 2: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/teambekker?utm_term=aqe7jeqQ3


 

 

Of course, the PE staff are never to be outdone! Having made real snowmen earlier in the 

term, Mr Wilkinson has come up with a new initiative and got the Senior Key Worker students 

running a snowman as part of his Strava Art Challenge! Here is the image that they created 

with their run: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you can do better then Mr Wilkinson challenges you to do so over half term! 

Last week’s challenge came from Mr Turnbull on Number Day, who challenged Junior School 

pupils to bake a Maths Cake! Cue plenty of budding Bake Off stars mixing maths with cake! 

He has sent me the following collage of pictures of the cakes that he was sent – a shame that 

he didn’t get to eat any of them! Well done to everyone who baked and for the very creative 

ways in which you incorporated Maths into your baking! 



 

 

Whilst I am on the subject of Maths, Mrs Bartholomew-Millar has sent me some information 

about Maths challenges, which I hope many of our Senior pupils will get involved with: 

All pupils from year 7-10 have been sent details of the National Maths Challenge that takes 

place every year and is organized by Newcastle University. This is open to all pupils and it 

would be great if we could have a bumper year of submissions, please encourage your child 

just to have a go. All details on how to submit are included in the email sent to students. 

The Parallel.org.uk challenge over the last couple of weeks has been hotly contested, the 

current leaders for engagement as well as correct responses go to Martha Bainbridge (yr7) 

Jayden Hayre (7) Alex Wilkins (yr8) Brandon Boyle-Blair (yr 8) and Luke Mcgregor (yr9) 

Students can still register and look out for the weekly challenge every Thursday at 3pm using 

the school code 54s437 

Follow Polam STEM  on twitter for more puzzles and games over the coming weeks 

@HallPolam 

Mrs Bartholomew-Millar also asked me to include the following report on the amazing work 

that her Year 7 mathematicians have been doing: 

This week we have been putting our problem-solving skills to good use to try and crack some 

codes and puzzles to “escape”. I set the students in year 7 the challenge of producing their 

own escape room, and the work blew me away! So much so we used some of their questions 

in the lessons today. I have to give a special mention to Cody Irvine, Harry Peirson-McCourt, 

Olivia Redshaw and Rebecca Davison for some particularly impressive work. However the 

stand out submission comes from Leah Calverly who not only sent a brilliant escape room, 

with puzzles and challenges but managed to include a flossing space man! Once we are back 

at school we will have to try and set up an actual escape room. Well done Year 7. 

 

Thursday 11th February was International Women and Girls in Science Day. As you can no 

doubt imagine, this is one of Mrs Jones’ favourite days of the year! This is her report on the 

work that her Year 8 students did on Thursday, along with some pictures of the items that they 

created, which I have included at the end of the newsletter:  

 



 

 

8W were given a selection of non-screen time tasks they could choose from and a selection 

of female scientists and their achievements. They had to pick one scientist and celebrate their 

work whilst getting creative! Beatrice Tait submitted a book cover illustration of Mary Anning 

a famous British Palaeontologist, Ethan Shaw created a top trump card of Marie Sklodowska 

(Curie) and Ruby Purewal made a cake, decorated with hearts for Nina Tandon, an American 

scientist who engineered cardiac tissue capable of beating. There have been lots of other 

creative ideas submitted from 8W to celebrate this important day and to recognise the 

achievements of many female scientists. One very impressed STEMINIST here! 

There do seem to have been a lot of events to celebrate this week – Mrs Crosby has sent me 

this report about Chinese New Year: Reception children have been enjoying learning about 

Chinese New Year. They have had great fun finding out which animal they are and how 

different the celebration is to the ones their families enjoys. 

Mrs. Crosby, Miss Franks and Miss. Barrass have been so impressed this half term with how 

all the children have embraced their  new learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lots of other great work has been happening at home this week. Mrs bailly has sent me the 

following congratulations for students who have been reading: Congratulations to Oliver 

Robinson and Florin Todea (both Year 8)  for improving their Reading Ages by over two years 

since September and to Charlie Rowell in Year 7 for improving it by over three years in the 

same time! Keep reading - you're doing brilliantly. Mrs Bailly 

Whilst we are not setting homework over the half term, there are plenty of opportunities for 

children to continue to read and we hope that they will be doing so. Year 3 to Year 11 can 

read online using MyOn, and infants have Oxford Owl online with their reading books.  

Miss Hopper has sent me this report about the work that Year 4 have been doing: Yesterday, 

Year 4 had great fun making dinosaur eggs. They filled balloons up with 

water and food colouring and then hid the eggs in the snow so that they 

would freeze overnight. This morning, they collected their hidden eggs 

and removed the balloons to reveal colour dinosaur eggs. 

Mr Fenwick’s Music classes have been working hard remembering the 

knowledge that he has been teaching them! The year 7 and 8 music 

classes have been taking part in a retrieval competition at the beginning 

of every lesson this term. The competition has been fierce with most  



 

 

victories being unclear until the final lesson. The winner from each class is the student who 

scored the most points and are as follows: 

7V – Archie Morgans 

7W – Evelyn Garlinge & Morgan Murphy 

7X – Sophie Robinson  

7V were the winning class overall with 38 full mark quizzes this term. 

8V – Answorth Adu-Gyamfi 

8W – Ben Mawson 

8X – Freddie Hall 

8V were the winning class overall with 30 full mark quizzes this term. 

Well done to all of you! And of course, what would the newsletter be these days without the 

results of Mr Robson’s House Quiz? 

QUIZ RESULTS AND LEAGUE TABLES – WEEK BEGINNING 8 FEBRUARY 2021 

Here are the up to date results and form/house positions after Quiz 2 

CONCORDIA CRESCIMUS – 10 HOUSEPOINTS – TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS – 

ALL ANSWERS CORRECT 

GRACE CAYGILL 

JESSICA NUNN 

MOLLIE BAKER 

BLAKE ETHERINGTON 

EDITH THOMAS 

ELLA MILLER 

JASON HUNTER 

FORM POSITIONS AFTER WEEK 2 

YEAR 7 -   7V WITH 67.5 POINTS 

YEAR 8 -   8D WITH 75 POINTS AND THE BEST FORM IN THE SCHOOL 

YEAR 9  -  9W WITH 20 POINTS 

YEAR 10 – 10NBM WITH 4 POINTS 

YEAR 11 – 11S WITH 37 POINTS 

HOUSE POSITIONS AFTER WEEK 2 

1. KENT         141 POINTS 

2. TEES          134 POINTS 

3. SWALE        68 POINTS 

4. SKERNE       48 POINTS 

Well done to all who have taken part – let’s see a lot more participation, particularly from Years 

9 and 10, next half-term 

Mrs Elsdon and Mrs Mawson have asked me to include a message to all of their Year 2 pupils, 

to say well done for all their hard work this half term: Year 2, we would like to say how proud 

we are of your enthusiasm, effort and hard-work this half term - at home and in school - we 

have been extremely impressed!  It has been a pleasure to see your smiling faces each day  



 

 

on Zoom and share all the wonderful things you have been doing at home.  We would like to 

extend our thanks and appreciation to all the parents and grandparents for your continued 

support during this time and to the staff in school who have been supporting the Key Worker 

children. 

Have a well deserved rest this half term - remember to have fun and enjoy doing all your 

favourite things! Mrs Elsdon and Mrs Mawson. 

I think everyone has learned a lot this half term – teachers have got to grips with new online 

platforms (all the training in the world doesn’t really prepare you for actually having a full class 

at the other end of the screen and trying to share your powerpoint…), pupils have learned how 

to use Teams, submit Assignments and how to organise themselves and I’m sure that you as 

parents have learned a great deal as well! I have been so impressed with the way in which 

our pupils, of all ages, have coped and the resilience that they have demonstrated. They have 

been asked to do something that many adults would find difficult – to be self motivated, well 

organised, meet deadlines, attend live meetings every day… I congratulated both the classes 

that I taught today on a great half term’s work.  

As I said in my letter to parents this week, there will be no homework set over half term unless 

pupils have unfinished work in which case we ask them to complete it. There should be some 

announcements during, or at the end of, the half term holiday, which give us a better idea 

about the return to school and also about this summer’s GCSE assessments. I will of course 

be in touch once we know what the plans are.  

I’ll finish with some pictures from Mrs Jones of the women in STEM work from her Year 8 

pupils. Have a good and restful half term 

Best wishes 

 

 

Kate Reid 

 

 


