
 

 

12th November 2021 

 

Dear Parents 

 
The biggest school events this week have been, quite rightly, focused on Remembrance. 
Since I have been at the school, our Combined Cadet Force have held their own Act of 
Remembrance at the end of the day, during their normal parade times, usually with a trumpeter 
and always with a two minute silence. Staff usually join them to observe the silence. This year 
we felt that it was time to involve all Senior School students and to hold a whole school Act of 
Remembrance with CCF at the heart of it. On Wednesday afternoon, therefore, the Senior 
School came together in the Liddiard Theatre. Several cadets read poems and a prayer, Mr 
Pepper spoke about the meaning of Remembrance and we all observed a two minute silence. 
It was a real pleasure to see the Cadets leading the rest of the school and my thanks to 
Contingent Commander Roberts for organising them 

We were also able to invite parents into school today for our first Junior School class assembly 
with an audience since the start of the first lockdown. It was lovely to see Junior parents 
outside the theatre again this morning. The theme of Mrs Mawson’s class assembly was also 
Remembrance. Sadly, I couldn’t’ be there as I had a meeting, but I’m told that the children 
spoke beautifully.  
 
It has also been House Week this week. Amongst a number of other, smaller House 
competitions, the main event in Senior School has been House Cross Country. I don’t think IU 
have ever seen Year 7s as excited to run as ours were on Monday breaktime!  
 
Results were as follows: 
 

 GIRLS BOYS 

Year 7 1st Grace R-T 
2nd - Martha T 
3rd - Holly H 

1st - Caleb S 
2nd - Harry G 
3rd - Harkaran S 

Year 8 1st - Ella L 
2nd Martha G 
3rd - Isobel J 

1st - Charlie T 
2nd - Jack G 
3rd - Fahad I 

Year 9 1st - Charlotte N 
2nd - Sophie M 
3rd Sona J 

1st - Alex W 
2nd - Blake E 
3rd - Freddie H 



 

 
Well done to the winners – but well done also to everyone who took part and made it round 
the course. The final House standings were: 
 
Year 7 1st - Kent   2nd – Tees  3rd – Skerne 4th - Swale  
Year 8  1st – Swale  2nd - Kent  3rd Skerne 4th- Tees 
Year 9  1st - Tees  2nd - Skerne  3rd Swale 4th Kent  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whilst I am on the topic of winners, this report is from Mrs Bartholomew-Millar: 
 
A huge well done to everyone who participated in the England Rocks TT Rockstars challenge 
this week. Students were given 60 minutes a day limit to earn as many coins as they could to 
compete against schools across the country. The tutor group competition was fiercely fought 
but I am pleased to say 8BMB came out victorious with 9BB a close second! The most valuable 
players in each tutor group will receive house points and a certificate along with the 3 top most 
valuable players across the school in reading next week. All pupils have log in details for TT 
Rockstars and are encouraged to keep up with regular practice at home. 
 
I have very much enjoyed all of the lessons that I have visited this week (I even got to spend 
some time in Reception, which is always the best place to be!). But my favourite has been 
encountering Year 3/4 building Stonehenge out of biscuits as part of their Design Technology 
curriculum! Mrs Johnson has sent me this report: 
 
This week, Year 3 and 4 in their Design and Technology lessons, linked to History, have been 
learning about Stonehenge. The children enjoyed discussing how difficult it would have been 
to make without modern tools and machinery. They were then set the challenge to recreate 
Stonehenge from biscuits. We all had a lot of fun, but I'm not sure they will last the same 
amount of time as the original! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Year 2 have also been looking at Remembrance in their lessons: 
 
In 2E Ceres this week, we have been thinking about the importance of commemorating 
Remembrance Day. We made a poppy collage and wrote an acrostic poem about why it is 
such an important day. We understand that it is also a time to reflect and hope for a better, 
more peaceful world for everyone.  Well done. Mrs Elsdon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Robson has asked me to include some careers updates in this week’s newsletter: 
 
Year 11 statutory careers interviews are progressing well and all presentations from sixth form 
and further education providers have now been completed. The external careers advisors 
have been very impressed with the maturity shown by Year 11 during these interviews and I 
and delighted to learn that over three quarters of the year group has now made applications 
for destinations beyond Polam. 
 
The winning Year 10 team plus the other participants in the Sports Enterprise Challenge in 
the last Summer Term have been invited to go on a tour of the Riverside Stadium, home of 
Middlesbrough Football Club, in December as a reward for their hard work in the competition 
and to receive their certification. Mr. Robson will attend with them, but wearing his York City 
FC tie of course!! 
 
A group of Year 9 girls are very excited to be taking part in The Big Big Project, organised by 
Tees Valley, in which they will work with our enterprise advisor to prepare a presentation on 
how the national and local government should be levelling up so that all areas of the country 
are equal. This is a really exciting opportunity and I will be updating regularly - we have to 
make it through three rounds to win!!! 
 
Finally Miss Rachel has asked me to add a phot of the ballet certificates and medals that she 
has been able to award to her dancers this week: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Next week is Interfaith Week and we will be celebrating this in school by learning about 
different faiths in both Junior and Senior Schools. 
 
I hope that all our families have a peaceful weekend. 
 
Best wishes 

 
 
 

 
Kate Reid 
 
 


