
 

 

13th May 2022 

 

Dear Parents 

This week has been SATs week for Year 6. We are incredibly proud of our Year 6 pupils who 
went into the tests with real confidence ready to show what they can do! In fact I think Miss 
Blundy and Mr Turnbull were more nervous than the children on Monday morning! After four 
days of hard work and tests, the children were finally 
able to celebrate on Thursday afternoon, with a picnic 
lunch in the grounds, followed by a trip to the cinema! 
The next challenge for Year 6 is the play, which will be 
performed in the Liddiard Theatre at the end of this 
term. The children got allocated their roles on 
Thursday – I’m looking forward to seeing them 
transformed (and especially the unicorn!). Miss Blundy 
has sent me a message to say how proud she and Mr 
Turnbull are of the children and has also sent me this 
picture of everyone at the cinema on Thursday 
afternoon! 

Mrs Ryan’s sports teams have also been hard at work 
this week. This is her report: 

Year 7 netballers, to which I fielded 28 girls, played in the 
Town tournament on Thursday afternoon. Three teams 
were fielded and all girls played very well. Team 1 were 
placed 3rd overall - shout outs to Cate A, Martha T and 
Briony H and Charlotte E. 
 
Ten Year 8 girls represented Polam in a town cricket festival 
on Friday. The girls had had very little practice but 
transferred their Rounders skills very well. Overall the girls 
were placed third and received bronze medals for their 
efforts. 
 

Shout out to Grace O, Daciana CI and Ella L for their overall performances and retiring their 
innings. 
 

Mrs Staerck has sent me a report about the work that 
some of our Junior School children have been doing in 
NTI. NTI stands for Nosce te Ipsum and is what we call 
our PSHE lessons – as they are where our children 
and young people learn about themselves.  

This week in NTI, Apollo class were challenged with 
the task of making the funniest potato man! The aim 

was for the children to learn 
to work well as a team and 
for each member to 
contribute in some way. 
The results truly were very funny. Well done, Apollo! 

 



 

 

Mr Robson has reached one of the busiest times of the year for a Careers Leader – as he 
works with Year 10 to organise their work experience which takes place later this term. This 
is his report: 

 
Year 10 are coming to the part of the year where they have the opportunity to go out and 
sample what life might be like after Polam. 

They do this in two ways 

Firstly, they are all going to be having a taster morning at Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form College 
on 1 July and a full day of taster sessions at Middlesbrough College on 6 July. This will allow 
them to experience life in a sixth form environment. 
 
This fits in nicely with the other opportunity Year 10 have of four days of work experience at 
the start of July. Year 10 students have been encouraged to source their own work experience 
placements - well done to those who have already done so and thank you to parents who have 
supported them. It would be good to see as many as possible out and about in the local area. 
If any parents know of anyone who could take a student on placement please email me on 
robson.p@phs.woodard.co.uk and I will get back to you. 
 
If students are unable to source, we will arrange for some virtual work experience alongside 
their normal timetable that week, but it would be a real achievement to see everyone having 
completed a work experience placement. 
 
In Senior School reading on Monday I also had the pleasure of announcing some of the 
Student Leadership team for next year. The whole school applauded the outgoing Year 11 
leaders – who all deserve my thanks for their commitment and service to the school. The new 
team (so far) are: 
 

Post  Student Leaders  

Head Students Alex Wardrop and Annabelle Wilkinson  

Deputy Head Students  Ollie Morgans and Jassie Kaur  

School Prefects  
Francesca Silverwood, Lola Sharp, Mia Gwavuya, Edward 
Watson, Sadie Adams, Matilda Haymer,   

Eco Captain  Jason Hunter  

Sports Captain   Francesca Silverwood  

Vice Sports Captains  Ella Gibbon       Emily Smith     Freddie Cater  

President of Interact  Ollie Morgans 

 
You’ll see that we still have House Captains, a Music Captain and Drama Captain to appoint. 
Interviews for these roles are taking place imminently. We had a strong field of applicants this 
year. 

I am particularly looking forward to getting Interact up and running again properly this year. 
Interact is the youth arm of Rotary International and we have always had a very active group 
at Polam, who have raised lots of money for charity as well as being involved in community 
initiatives. Covid-19 has meant that Interact has taken a back seat, but I know that the current 
student leadership team are just the people to get it going again! 

On the topic of leadership, the STEM faculty have their own student leaders. Mrs 
Bartholomew-Millar sent me this report about their activities:  



 

 

Last night the Year 8 STEM leaders had the opportunity to begin 
trying out possible activities for their final assessment.  

They had great fun creating the chemical reactions required for 
liquid hand warmers, although only Keiras crystals actually made 
a tower, the rest of the group had great fun testing out the heat the 
produced and the effect of activating the solution 

The PHPA have asked me to remind Year 11 parents that emails 
have been sent about leavers’ hoodies and that these need to be 
ordered by 19th May. 

Next week is a big week for Year 11. As SATs end, so GCSE 
examinations begin. This is our first real examination season for 
two years and therefore signals that the world really has returned 
to normal.  

Our Year 11 students have worked incredibly hard. Many of them have, of course, already 
begun their exam season with practical exams such as Food and MFL oral exams. Some 
students sat Health and Social Care exams today. But Tuesday is the real start, with all Year 
11 sitting their Biology examination – and more exams throughout next week. We are 
enormously proud of how hard they are working and how resilient they are after the disruption 
of the last two years. I hope there is plenty of revision this weekend. Year 11 remain in school 
on an adapted timetable focusing on revision for the next few weeks – we expect to see them 
all every day please.  

If you are not revising, then have a lovely weekend! 

Best wishes 

 

 

Kate Reid 


