
 

 

17th February 2022 

 

Dear Parents 

Unusually I am sending a newsletter on a Thursday – I suspect this will mean that I’ll have my 
days all wrong for the rest of the week! We are taking tomorrow as the Bank Holiday which 
schools are allowed to choose in order celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and so I have 
been telling pupils all week that the Queen has given them Friday off. I’m not sure that Year 
10 were convinced…! 
 
It has been a week of footballing challenges for Mr Wilkinson’s teams. On Monday we played 
Wyvern: 
 
On Monday our U14 football team took on Wyvern at home. We were solid in defence but 
struggled to get a hold in the game. We scored a fortunate goal when the Wyvern defenders 
got in each other’s way and our attack capitalised from Adwel’s shot with Brandon tapping it 
in past the keeper on the line.  
 
Unfortunately we switched off after the goal and conceded 2 goals it quick succession leaving 
the final score 2-1 to Wyvern. The lads will need to improve their forward play if they hope to 
compete against the larger schools in Darlington.  
 
Man of the match for his last ditch tackle was Ollie R. Good luck in the rest of your games this 
season lads! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Then today our Year 7 footballers had to make do with a training match in the storm due to 

another school cancelling. Mr Wilkinson’s words were ‘Crazy conditions but the group 
had a blast’ and I think he might be right that this is a contender for photo of the year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

More luck was had by the pupils from Years 5, 6 
and 7 who went to Education Village last Friday for 
the first Orienteering league competition. Well 
done to everyone who took part and avoided 
getting lost! Mr Wilkinson tells me that this is a 
picture of everyone trying to keep warm! 

Mrs Bartholomew-Millar has provided me with an 
update on the competitions run during Number 
Day: 

Thank you to everyone who entered the NSPCC Maths day escape room, my inbox 
was flooded last weekend! The prize draw was won by Sahana in year 7. As part of 
the day we also took part in the TT rockstars challenge. The competition was fierce 
but the overall winners for most valuable player is Rosie M in Year 7, closely followed 
by Gordan and Adwell. House points all round.  

I love the end of a half term as it so often sees pupils completing projects and work 
that they have been doing. Today Miss Vanzan has sent me 
some pictures of the wonderful biomes and castles that Year 7 
have been creating as their History and Geography homework: 
Humanities has been full of creativity today, with students 
bringing in their model biomes and Motte and Bailey castles. The 
models demonstrated student understanding of the different 
biomes in Asia for geography, whilst the Motte and Bailey castles 
were part of the Medieval Topic in history. 

I love them all, but especially those that look good enough to eat 
such as the example on the left! 

Mrs Dunleavy has sent me a photo of the children she has been 
working with showing how they 

recycled plastic, after learning about Isotau Ceesay`s 
story in English. They designed their own items: pencil 
cases, fascinators, hats, handbags and face masks, 
then they made them using plastic bags. 

And Mrs Johnson has sent me a picture of the work that 
Year 3/4 have been doing as an extension of their 
Humanities work on Ancient Egypt this term. They have 
enjoyed designing Egyptian death masks in their Art 
lessons, which they have created from clay before 
painting them. I think they look amazing (and just a little 
bit scary!) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CCF have also finished the half term on a high – with a shooting competition in the 
new range in New House. This report from Miss Patience: 

At CCF on Wednesday night we had a shooting competition. There were some 
excellent shots made by cadets that have not had much experience and it was a close 
competition. They did extremely well under pressure. The overall winner was Beatrice 
Tait who collected a medal at the end of the night for her exceptional shooting. Some 
of our cadets will be traveling to army barracks in Gateshead next weekend to compete 
in another shooting competition. We wish them lots of luck. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And so, of course, we also start looking forward to the holiday and beyond! Our 
Equestrian team are hoping to compete at Northallerton on 27th February, so we wish 
them luck also. Mrs Barker is planning her ‘Night at the Theatre’ production, which will 
take place at the end of next half term: 

In other news the rehearsals for 'A Night at the Theatre' which will be staged on 6th and 
7th April 2022 begin after half term. The uptake and eagerness from students is 
overwhelming! Students have written their own scripts already! I do hope you will join 
us for the performances- tickets will be on sale soon! 

Mrs Barker has also sent me a report for you about some new resources which Senior 
School pupils are using in their Drama lessons:  

Just before Christmas the P&P Faculty invested in a subscription to Digital Theatre 
Plus. This is an online platform which provides access to live theatre productions and 
resources. Over the last half term students in years 7-11 have been exposed to live 
theatre in their Drama lessons. The level of response, engagement and analysis has 
been fantastic. Students have questioned, debated and observed what they have 
watched with such enthusiasm and gusto- it has been a real privilege to witness and 
facilitate.  

Have a wonderful half term, Mrs Barker  

We have finished for the half term with more excitement in the Dining Hall. Mrs 
Teasdale’s SMILE group have been helping the catering staff to plan the event this 
lunchtime – here is her report: 

 

 



 

 

The SMILE Group have worked with the catering team to put together a rainbow theme 
lunch (food and decorations) to celebrate LGBTQ+ History Month. They are thrilled to 
be allowed to do this and have a huge feeling of inclusion and pride!  

And then Mrs Jessup, our Catering Manager, sent 
me some lovely photos and her own report: 

Catering ended the term in a very colourful 
way  celebrate LGBTQ history month, following 
pupils ideas, the kitchen team made a rainbow of 
healthy food at the salad bar as well as extra 
colourful pizza toppings and vibrant sweet 
potatoes.  Fruit, Jelly and rainbow cake were all 
very popular too. 

What a brilliant way to end the half term – it 
certainly seemed to go down well with both pupils 
and staff! Thank you to everyone involved. 

It just remains for me to reveal the winner of the PHPA hamper raffle – which has gone 
to Charlie Rowell in Year 8. Well done Charlie! And then to wish you all a very restful 
half term holiday. We will see pupils back in school on Monday 28th February at the 
normal times. If you are looking for something good to read over the half term week, I 
have attached the latest edition of Mrs Brown’s Polam Press to the newsletter tonight! 

Best wishes 

 

Kate Reid 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Best wishes 
 
 
 

Kate Reid 


