
 

 

18th June 2021 

 

Dear Parents 

We have had an exceptionally busy week in school this week – much of which has been 
captured for posterity by the videographer who has been filming with us. The trust are having 
videos made for all of the Woodard academies and this week it was our turn to be filmed. And 
what a week to pick! My thanks to all those who were filmed or spoke – and particular thanks 
to Matthew in Year 5 and Bella in Year 10 who were the pupil representatives in the film.  
 
On Wednesday the weather continued to be very sunny for Senior School Sports Day. It has 
been a joy to actually have a Sports Day this year and have the whole school out – albeit in 
Covid bubbles rather than mixed as Houses as we usually do. All students were incredibly 
well behaved and there were some really fantastic athletic performances from a number of 
students – as well as some brilliant artistic endeavour in the House colours! I will have a full 
report from Mr Wilkinson next week, but here are a few pictures of just some of the winners! 

 
 

 
 
 
We even had support from ex-pupils – Ciaron, Caitlin and Dan came back to support and help, 
which was fantastic! Monday and Tuesday should be the Sports Days for Junior School – the 
weather is currently not looking as good as this week so please keep everything crossed that 
they can go ahead as planned.  
 
On Wednesday we held our Year 11 Prom in school – this has been an enormous undertaking, 
led by Miss Patience who deserves all the thanks that she had from pupils, parents and staff 
last night. We knew that any Prom other than one in school ran the risk of cancellation –as so 
sadly happened last year, but Miss P was determined that this group of young people, who 
have been so resilient through so many challenges, really deserved their night of celebration. 
And what a night it was! The students looked amazing – so grown up and ready for the next 
steps in their journeys as they leave Polam. We will see them again for results day and then 
we hope that they too will come back to visit us.  
 
Today Mrs Brown has held her football themed reading event in Junior School. I have to admit 
that I was absolutely amazed at her creativity when she suggested the idea! It certainly had 
not occurred to me to link football and books… Here is her report: 
 
 



 

 
Today in Junior School, children have voted on the finals of the fiction football knockout 
tournament! Mrs Brown is hoping to raise some money for more wonderful reading resources 
in school. With the money raised, each class will have their winning book purchased and the 
remainder of the money will continue to develop the school reading scheme. Donations are 
still open on parent pay and all are gratefully received.  
 
Here is what some of the children thought of the tournament. 
 
"I like that this book is related to a real-life problem." 
 
"We enjoyed the voting system - even when the book we had voted for was knocked out! 
Wearing our sporty clothes made it feel like the Euros ! Come on England!" 
 
"The Killer Cat story extract was great because it was hilarious when she said the bird just fell 
into her mouth!" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In amongst all these events the usual business of school has continued. Year 10 have had 
their first formal examinations in the Gym and have really impressed their staff with the way in 
which they have faced the challenge. Lots of lessons have been learned about exam 
technique, timing and the importance of revising the right topics this week! I know it has been 
a tough week for them, but I hope they will continue to revise over the weekend – the end is 
now in sight! 
 
In Juniors the usual mixture of exciting work is going on. Mr Robson has been covering some 
Junior School lessons this week – planting strawberries! Miss Blundy tells me that Year 6 Juno 
have enjoyed creating their own websites in computing this week. They have based them on 
the Year 6 production that they will be performing next week! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Every time I see Year 6 at the moment they seem to be trailing costumes and props… They 
have also had the first few of their enhanced transition sessions this week – we always try to 
make sure that Polam Year 6 students spend time experiencing Senio School lessons in this 
final half term to prepare them for the move in September. So far they have had English, MFL, 
History and Geography, with Maths, Science and some of the Practical and Performance 
subjects still to come! They also have the excitement of the Robinwood trip to look forward to 
– my thanks to Mrs Brown for the parent information evening earlier this week. 
 
Mrs Bury’s class are full of accomplishments at present – this is the 
second week in a row that she has forwarded me an email that has 
made me very excited for the pupil concerned. In this case it is Imogen 
Davies has been offered a place in the junior associate programme 
with The Royal Ballet School. Mrs Bury tells me that Imogen auditioned 
during lockdown and is very much looking forward to starting training 
in September. An amazing achievement – and a lovely picture of 
Imogen as well. 
 
We are of course, all looking ahead to the summer. Year 6 and Year 
10 parents should have received a letter about Summer School this 
week – I hope that all will attend. Both will offer fantastic opportunities 
for your child to develop and to challenge themselves – albeit in very 
different ways.  
 
Next week we hope to run the Sports Days for Infants and Junior 
children – there seem to be all sorts of fun events planned as well as 
the more serious athletics. Apparently Miss Blair was spotted on a 
Space Hopper… 
 
With that thought I will wish you a good weekend! 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
 

Kate Reid 
 
 
 
 
 


