
 

 

18th March 2022 

 

Dear Parents 

Yesterday we had our termly Visit Day for our Academy Council, who provide local governance 
for Polam. The Academy Council are all volunteers, who give up their time to support our 
school and Visit Days are one of the ways in which they can learn about what we do. As with 
so much at the moment, there have been few opportunities for them to come into school over 
the last two years and all of our meetings are still held remotely, so it was a real pleasure to 
be able to welcome them into school yesterday. Their brief yesterday was to look at how we 
are responding to the areas for improvement identified in the Ofsted inspection in October. To 
this end they met with Miss Spence, out Phonics Lead, to learn about the new Phonics 
programme that we will have in place in September and the ongoing training for staff. They 
also visited Phonics sessions and watched the children learning. They met with Mrs Farley-
Smith and talked to her about the excellent work that she does on attendance, supporting 
families and pupils to get into school, as well as a meeting with Mrs Hardy about improvements 
that we have made in the record keeping of behaviour and bullying in particular. I was also 
able to give them a tour of Junior and Senior schools. Thank you to them all for all the time 
they give to their governance roles.  

Thank you too to everyone who gave so generously to the appeal for Ukraine Relief. All the 
items donated have been collected now and are on their way to where they are needed most. 
Well done to the Student Leadership Team for organising the appeal.   

The Covid-19 vaccination team have been in school today, taking over the gym to give 
vaccinations to students aged 12 and above. For most of this week, the gym has been a place 
of silent concentration, as Year 11 have had their second round of Mock Examinations in 
English, Maths and Science. The students have been excellent in their positive attitude and 
hard work – they certainly deserve something of a break this weekend! 

It has also been a week of sport in school – beginning on Monday evening with what Mr 
Wilkinson described in an email to me as a ‘huge win in basketball!’ His report went on to say: 

The U16 basketball team beat St Aidan’s 
tonight 43-7 in a dominant display from start 
to finish. Well done to everyone involved and 
special thanks to Coach Jonathan Thompson 
for working with the team in school on 
Fridays. 

Then, on Wednesday, Mrs Ryan was off to 
the Rugby! This is her report: 

I had the pleasure of taking 12 Year 7 and 8 
girls to Tees Valley Rugby Festival on 
Wednesday 16th March.  

Despite only having 2 days’ notice and very 
little training as a team, the girls showed 
determination and grit against sides that were much larger in stature.  

All girls were impeccable and thoroughly enjoyed playing in the torrential rain and getting very 
muddy.  

 



 

 

Shout outs to Ella Leach who was outstanding scoring tries 
and Dani Palfrey who showed strength in tackling and 
bringing down some very tall girls without showing any fear. 

And then Mr Wilkinson’s good run continued with a 
footballing win at Wyvern for Year 7 on Thursday! This 
report is written by Liam: 

On Thursday, the Year 7 football team played a league 
game against Wyvern. The team conceded an early goal 
putting them 1-0 down but they stayed strong, and Daniel 
C shortly got Polam their equaliser. Harrison H-B put the 
team 2-1 up shortly after half time with a super volley. 
Sadly, Wyvern equalised very quickly to make it 2-2.  

Daniel C 
responded quickly though with a powerful strike into 
the corner. Once again, the team conceded making 
the score 3-3. The game was very tense until the last 
minute when Harkaran S passed the ball to Daniel C 
who shot the ball into the bottom corner to make the 
score 4-3 and win the game for Polam. Making a hat 
trick and gaining MOTM.  

Written by Liam D (Year 7)  

Special mentions from Mr Wilkinson go to Ella L for 
her huge throw-ins, Grace RT for her non-stop running 
in midfield and Alfie C for his 2 super saves! Well done 
Year 7 – it sounds like a terrific match! 

Our Equestrian team have also been in action – this report from Mrs Clement Dawson, along 
with an appeal for anyone interested in joining the team to come forward: 

Last Thursday Zara Martin, Bethany Lewis and Elena Dawson took part in the inter-school 
dressage qualifier at Northallerton EC. They all did very well and came home with a team 3rd. 

There were no individual rosettes on this occasion with 
Elena just missing out finishing 7th.  
 
We are keen for new members and therefore if there are 
any equestrian pupils who would like to join that would be 
great. You have to have access to a pony and transport 
to get to events all over the country and be able to do a 
prelim dressage test and/or jump a course of 40cm. It is 
a wonderful atmosphere, the events are run very well 
from what we have attended to date and we have lots of 
fun. 
 
I will put the appeal for new members in the student 

bulletin for Senior School pupils.If there are any Junior parents who think their children would 
be interested, then please could you email the information inbox and we will pass your 
expression of interest onto Mrs Clement-Dawson. The email address is 
information@phs.woodard.co.uk 
 
It hasn’t all been sport this week though – Miss Vanzan has been supporting the Year 9 girls 
who are taking part in the careers competition called the ‘Big Big project’: 
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On Thursday, Year 9 students conducted a survey in 
Darlington Town Centre. The students were gathering public 
opinion on regeneration in the town, to contribute to their 
proposals for the Big Big Project. The survey was both 
informative and inspiring for the pupils. Hopefully, their hard 
work will see them into the finals of the competition. 
 
Whilst I am on the subject of careers, Mr Robson has asked 
me to remind Year 7 and 8 students about the House 
Careers Challenge. He has extended the deadline until the 
end of term. Pupils have to create a presentation about a 
career linked to the Covid-19 pandemic to be in with a 
chance of winning and to gain points for their House! 

Mrs Bartholomew-Millar led Senior School Reading on 
Monday to promote the events which she and the STEM 
Team are running next week: We are really excited to be launching our first ever STEM WEEK 
at Polam next week. We have lots of exciting activities and challenges for students. The week 
culminates with our first open classroom event for year 7, please see Parent Pay for details 
on how to book. 

I would echo her invitation to the Open Classroom event – we are all very excited about this! 
It is just one of the events that we are running to get parents back into school over the next 
term. There is also a virtual parent event on next week – Mr Rees is running a Parent 
Information Evening for Year 11 parents on Thursday 24th March entitled ’How parents can 
support with revision’. This event will run from 6pm to 7pm. The Zoom link has already been 
sent out in a letter, but please contact the office if you need a copy of the link and we’ll be 
pleased to re-send it. I hope to see lots of fellow Year 11 parents there! 

Have a lovely weekend  

Best wishes 

 

 

 

Kate Reid 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


