
 

 

1st April 2022 

 

Dear Parents 

Walking across school in the snow and hail today, it seems hard to believe that this time last 
week I was writing about spring sunshine! The weather has certainly returned to winter – and 
seems to have done across the country as it also snowed during my visit to St Augustine’s 
Academy in Maidstone yesterday. I spent a day this week at St Augustine’s – one of our 
Woodard Academies Trust schools – meeting with the other Woodard Principals and sharing 
the good practice in our schools. This collaboration is one of the important benefits of being in 
a multi-academy trust and we have now developed networks in many different subjects and 
other aspects of our work, such as attendance and safeguarding so that all staff can benefit 
from each other’s knowledge.  

It wasn’t just me on the road this week as, in the Senior School, we held the second of our 
Curriculum Days on Wednesday, so pupils spent time out of school on various visits. Year 7 
travelled to York for a History trip – this is Mr Pepper’s 
report: 

This week the Curriculum Day saw our whole Year 7 
head to York to support their learning on the Middle 
Ages. We visited York Minster and York Dungeon over 
the course of a packed day. The pupils had an excellent 
time at both attractions and the staff were roundly and 
ritually humiliated by the actors in the Dungeon! 

Year 8 stayed in school to participate in a STEM day: 

STEM week continued with our curriculum day for year 
8. Each group was treated to a very engaging 
presentation from Newcastle university students, 

followed by the bath bomb challenge. The students absolutely rose 
to the challenge of designing, costing, making then pitching their 
bath bomb ideas. Every group did amazingly well, and we certainly 
have some entrepreneurs in the making. The winning teams will all 
receive their prizes in reading next week. There is still time for 
students to submit their STEM in a box or poster challenges, and I 
hope those seed heads are growing nicely! 

Year 9 decided to take the theme of GROWTH in an interesting 
direction by growing bacteria.. thank you to Mrs Price for putting me 
off my lunch with the daily updates of how the bacteria from a chair, 
a table and even their phone has grown.      Mrs Bartholomew-Millar 

Year 9 also went on their travels – this time to South Shields for a 
Geography field trip, using the new equipment that we have 
purchased for field work. This report from Miss Patience: 

On Wednesday this week we took all of year 9 to South Shields beach to carry out some 
coastal fieldwork. On the drive there on the motorway things were looking grim, with sleet and 
snow falling quite heavily. However, by the time we reached our destination the rain and sleet 
had stopped and apart from the biting wind it was quite pleasant. Some students had the 
opportunity to use some fieldwork equipment such as the ranging poles, clinometers and 
quadrats to gather their data. Some were even brave enough to approach members of the  



 

 

public and ask them survey questions! We ended the day 
buying fish and chips and spending a little time in the 
arcades at the fairground where lots of sweets and cuddly 
toys were won.  

The students behaved impeccably, and one lovely local lady 
even rang the school to say how wonderfully polite and well-
behaved they were when buying food and ice creams in the 
local ice cream parlour. They were excellent representatives 
for our school and I am proud of each and every one of 
them. Special thanks go to Charlotte Finn in Year 11 and 
Freddie Cater and Roman Fedyk from Year 10 who helped 
supervise some of the field work data collection methods.  

Year 10 and 11 students spent half of their day in school covering some of the NTI (PSHE) 
curriculum and half of the day ice skating as a reward for their hard work and as a wellbeing 
event for our GCSE students who are working so hard! 

Whilst I am on the topic of working hard, I must mention Miss 
Rachel’s ballet exams which took place last Friday. This is the first 
time that we have been able to welcome an examiner back into 
school as during the pandemic all our dance exams have been 
filmed and sent away. The Board room became the usual hive of 
activity – my thanks to Mrs Hart and Mrs Wilkinson for supervising 
all of the hair and changing! 

Mrs Mawson has sent me this report about the work that Year 3 
and 4 Mars have been doing for Art: 

Years 3 and 4 have been studying artwork by LS Lowry and 
learning about perspective. They have created wonderful sketches 
of his famous piece called ,'Coming From the Mill, 1930' and 
they've listened to the song, 'Matchstick Men and Matchstick Cats 
and Dogs'. They have carefully 
drawn the matchstick people, cats 

and dogs in the foreground and shown emotion through their 
body language. I'm very proud of their final pieces and they 
will be on display in Junior School. Well done!  

Also in Junior School, Mrs Elsdon’s class, Year 2 Ceres, have 
started to turn their attention to Easter: 

2E Ceres have been thinking 
ahead to Easter today and making 
delicious, Chocolate Crispie 
Cakes in DT. Well done everyone, 
you wrote a super recipe and made a wonderful job of mixing and 
creating your Easter nest.  Have a lovely weekend! Mrs Elsdon. 

The wonderful PHPA have been in school today, running their 
latest Thrift Shop sale. They have also been thinking about Easter 
and their next raffle! They have asked me to include the following 
information for you about how to win: 

The PHPA are running an Easter raffle with 7 fantastic prizes for 
lucky children to win. There are three hampers full of Easter related  



 

 

things and then four smaller prizes. 

 1st Prize:  £20 M & S Voucher & a hamper including pasta meal set, cake mix, bake 
at home buns, Easter eggs, Easter trail kit, soft drinks, candle, colouring books & 
pens, crisps & popping candy 

 2nd and 3rd prize: Easter hampers 

 1 x Easter egg 

 3 prizes x plastic cups with straws with small chocolate eggs in them. 

To be in with a chance of your child winning one of these 
amazing prizes please pay for your child's ticket on 
ParentPay. Each ticket costs £1.00 and you can buy as many 
as you would like to. The draw takes place on Tuesday April 
5th in the morning and the lucky winner will be able to bring 
their prize home with them that day. School will contact the 
parent also to let them know their child has won in case you 
need to make arrangements to transport the prize home. If 
your child is not in school that day you will be contacted to 
arrange to collect the prize at a convenient time. Closing date 
for of purchasing tickets is midnight on Monday April 4th. 

 

It was great to see so many parents in school for Junior School parents’ evenings this week – 
thank you to those who were able to come. Next week is, of course, the final week of the 
Spring term. Night at the Theatre, our first school production since 2019 will be on in the 
Liddiard Theatre – tickets are now available on ParentPay. It would be great to have a full 
house! 

I hope you and your families have a restful weekend.  

 

Best wishes 

 

 

Kate Reid 


