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Dear Parents 

This week the exam season has begun in earnest. These are, of course, the first external 
GCSE exams we have run since summer 2019 and our Year 11 students have had three years 
of disrupted education in the run up to them. To see how they have risen to the challenge this 
week has been inspirational. They have worked hard in every revision session and gone into 
each exam with real confidence. Mrs Wilkinson, our Examinations Officer, has asked me to 
add her well done to the students into the newsletter tonight: 

Please can you include how amazing the students have been during the first week of their 
GCSEs? The punctuality, attitude and behaviour has been exceptional so far. 

 Mrs Wilkinson also deserves our thanks and congratulations – she has had her first 
unannounced annual JCQ inspection for two years – this is the inspection of our exam 
arrangements, procedures and security. It went very well – thanks to her hard work and 
attention to detail.  

The exams continue for another month – this year the timetable has spaced out the papers in 
each subject to try and ‘Covid-proof’ the exams so that pupils do not miss two papers of the 
same subject. In practice this means that students will not finish until almost the end of June… 
There has been lots of excellent revision going on in school this week – and I hope also at 
home! 

Of course there has been lots of exciting work happening for all our other pupils this week – 
much of it outside in the sunshine as we have had such wonderful weather. Year 3 and 4 have 
been putting their artistic skills to good use: 

Year 3 and 4 have made the most of the good weather and taken their learning outside. Linked 
to their Humanities lessons on the Romans, they have designed and made a made a Roman 
Shield in Design and Technology. We hope that in our next lesson, we can take the shields 
outside and use them as the Romans did to protect ourselves from an invasion of sponge 
balls!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m not sure I remember sponge balls being part of a Roman battle… Next week Year 3 and 
4 are off to Vindolanda as part of their study of the Romans in History and of Latin so they will 
be able to see exactly how the Romans made their mark on Britain! 

Year 7 Maths pupils have also been making things in their lessons – this report from Mrs 
Bartholomew-Millar: 



 

 

In Year 7 Maths we have reached the constructions topic. 
We have been looking at the artist Kandinsky and the 
geometrical nature of his art. Students have been creating 
their own versions using accurate mathematical techniques 
to create some fantastic artwork.. Mr Buchanan would be 
proud! 

Year 7 have not only been displaying their artistic talents, 
but also their sporting flair – especially on the football field. 
Mrs Wilkinson has sent me the following report as there 
were no less than three football fixtures this week for Year 
7: 

Highlights from the two girls’ games included:- Grace R-T’s goal in the match versus Education 
Village and some great defending from Kaelyn McGee 
versus St Aidens.  

In the boys’ game, we took the lead 6-0 with the help 
of some Year 8s (which was very surprising given 
recent results) but managed to hold out in the second 
half, winning 6-5 after taking them off.  

Goals came from Daniel C (4) Charlie T and Ollie B. 
Harry Smith with his debut also hit the net.  

Well done to 
everyone taking 
part in fixtures and 
clubs this week!  

I have sent out a letter today about the Jubilee 
celebrations which are taking place in school over the 
next few weeks. Senior School students from Years 7 to 
10 have a non-uniform day and lessons themed around 
the Queen’s Jubilee next Friday 27th May. They should 
come to school dressed in red, white or blue – or all three! 
Costumes also appreciated! 

Junior School children will celebrate in the week after half 
term and we are inviting parents into school for a ‘Garden Party’ that date too. I hope many of 
you can make it!   

Advance notice of dates should include the date for our Summer 
Fair, which will take place at the end of the Summer Term on 
Saturday 9th July. We haven’t traditionally held a Summer Fair, 
but we have been trying to find more ways to get parents back 
into school post pandemic and I have always said that our 
grounds are too nice not to have a summer event! So I hope that 
lots of parents and supporters of the school will be able to join us 
that weekend. 

Year 2 have certainly been making the most of the grounds today 
– Mrs Brown has sent me the following pictures of them enjoying 
themselves: Year 2 have had a lovely treat this morning as they 
have worked so hard on their quizzes this week. Well done 
everyone. 



 

 

Ms Holmes and Ms Robson also held a Parent Information Evening in the library on Thursday, 
with SEND as the topic. The comments from the parents who attended has been very positive. 
One parent feedback sheet reads: ‘The SEND team at Polam are fantastic.’ It was good to 
have so many parents attend and I hope the information that was shared was useful to you. I 
know that Ms Holmes would like to hold some more similar events in the future. The next 
Parent Information Evening will have a Safeguarding focus and will take place next half term.  

Next week we start into exams for Year 7. It is also the last week before half term – it really 
does seem as though this half term has passed in the blink of an eye!  

Best wishes 

 

 

Kate Reid 


