
 

 

21st January 2022 

 

Dear Parents 

It has felt as though we are properly into the swing of term this week. On my walks around 

school, pupils have been fully engaged in learning and eager to tell me what they have been 

doing. After school there have been lots of pupils participating in extra-curricular activity, from 

CCF, dance and choir, to sport, science and Polam Press - 

despite the dark nights (which are very slowly getting lighter 

now!).  

Miss Hopper has sent me information about what her Junior 

School Code Club have been getting up to – with a little help from 

a friend!  

Miss Hopper's Code Club have been programming a 

RaspberryPi computer. Mr Buckingham, a parent and governor, 

helped the children to use code to make the Lego Technic car go 

faster, reverse, and even jump over ramps.               Miss Hopper  

Some activities even take place at the weekend of course – Mrs 

Ryan has written the following report on the Durham Cross 

Country competition, which some of our Senior School pupils 

qualified for after the Darlington races last half term: 

I took eight students to the Durham Cross Country at Barnard 

Castle on Saturday 15th January. Despite the fog and the cold, the races took off well. Stand 

out performances were from Grace Robinson-Tregear (Year 7) who came fourteenth out of 

her race, however, it was only the first ten that qualified. After speaking with Grace she said 

that unfortunately she couldn't get through the pack and didn't break a sweat! 

Alex Wilkins (Year 9) decided that he would run in training shoes, despite the horror of his 

parents. However, they obviously brought him luck, as Alex finished tenth in his heat, 

qualifying for the next stage, to be held in 

Cleveland on Saturday 5th February. Good luck 

Alex!   Mrs Ryan 

More sporting endeavour takes place this 

weekend, with the first outing for our Polam Hall 

Equestrian Team. The pupils are competing on 

Saturday at the Northallerton Equestrian Centre 

in the NSEA Show Jumping Qualifier. The team is 

the brainchild of Mrs Clement-Dawson and Mrs 

Gibbon – my thanks to them for all their hard work 

in setting it up and also to Miss Spence and Mrs 

Johnson for agreeing to be the Team Teachers. 

I’m sure you will all join with me in wishing the 

pupils luck for tomorrow – I hope that I will be able to report back next week with how they 

have got on! 

 



 

 

Mrs Crosby knows how much I like to keep up with everything that is going on in Reception 

and has sent me this report about the work that the children have been doing this week: 

Reception have enjoyed learning about life in a zoo this 

week. We have been looking at the important 

conservation work that takes place, creating the 

appropriate environments and how it is important to 

look after the animals correctly.  We have had lots of 

fun in our very own zoo vet's surgery. 

Thank you to all those parents in Year 4 who attended 

the Parent Information Event yesterday about the 

Times Tables Check that the children will be taking 

later this year. We have a Parent Information Event 

next week as well, this time for parents from any year 

group. The event will be about our NTI curriculum, 

which covers personal, health and social education 

and will also feedback some of the findings from the 

Darlington Healthy Lives Survey, which our Junior 

School children participated in last term. I hope that 

many of you can join us – Mrs Coates sent out the 

Zoom link earlier today.  

Mrs Dixon has asked me to add a reminder about the February half term Holiday Club to this 

week’s newsletter:  

Our holiday club places for the February half term are filling fast!! We are open all week 

(Monday 21st-Friday 25th) from 8.30am-5.30pm. We are open to children from Reception age 

to Year 7, including non Polam pupils. 

Please email me directly for further details and bookings: dixon.s@phs.woodard.co.uk 

Whilst I am on the topic of reminders, can I remind all parents that the consultation on changes 

to the Published Admission Number for entry to Reception in September 2023 closes on 

Monday. If you would like to add your comments then there is a dedicated email address: 

consultation@phs.woodard.co.uk. The proposed admissions policy can be found on the 

school website, with the only change highlighted for you and I sent a letter home in December 

which contained further details and an explanation of the rationale for the proposal.  

I hope that all our families have a lovely weekend. 

 
Best wishes 

 
 
 

Kate Reid 
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