21st June 2019

Dear Parents
Today has been Senior School Sports Day and we have had a fantastic day organised by Mr
Wilkinson and the PE team. So many students participated and there were a number of
records broken. It was an absolute pleasure both to watch and to award the prizes at the end
of the day in the theatre. Overall winners were Tees House – and well deserved too! I am
sure that Mr Wilkinson will provide me with a full report for next week, but for now here are
some of the pictures of the day:

This afternoon, after the serious business of winning, losing and breaking school records
was over, all Senior School students participated in Race 4 Life, organised by Mrs Jones
and Interact to raise money for Cancer Research. The field became a sea of pink and even
those for whom running does not come naturally made their way around the course,
completing either 3K or 5K. I have said it before, but I do think it defines our school that our
pupils do something for other people once they have finished the competition of Sports Day.
Mrs Jones tells me that we're looking very close to our £1000 target, which is wonderful
news!

It has been a great week for sport throughout the school. On Wednesday twelve Year 9
Sports Leaders travelled to Middlesbrough Sports Village for the Tees Valley Finals.
Their job was to lead a range of Change 4 Life fun activities and games for Year 3 and 4
children who don’t normally get chosen for sports events in school. Needless to say, the
Polam leaders were outstanding, showing confidence in their communication and great
ability to adapt their activities to ensure that every child taking part went home with a huge
smile on their faces and a medal to remember the day!
Mrs Ryan asked me to say a huge thank you to Rosie M, Amber G, Haden H, Jamie C, Ben
W, Jess N, Jessica D, Harrison C, Joshua G, Katie K, Millie W, Lewis C for being fantastic
ambassadors for the school.

Last night Mrs Ryan also took the Year 9 girls’ Rounders team to the Darlington tournament
where they won every match! Well done girls!
It hasn’t just been a sporting week in the Senior School though – Mr Davies has sent me this
report about the Year 6 football team:

Having qualified earlier this term after winning their qualifying group, the U11 Year 6
football team took part in the finals of the Darlington schools' championships. It was
an extremely tough competition, boasting many promising young players, a fair few
of whom also play for the youth teams of professional clubs like Sunderland. The
boys did fantastically well and really enjoyed the experience. They played five
matches in two hours, winning two and drawing another. Well done chaps!

Miss Spence and Miss Miller have told me that Year 1 have be learning how they can take
care of the world - they have researched how to save water and energy, how to
reduce plastic pollution and the importance of recycling. As part of their studies they have
looked for – and found – plastic litter on our school site. I am going to use their pictures with
Senior School pupils next week in Reading to reinforce our message about litter and being
environmentally friendly.

This week Mrs Babington took Year 7 and 8 students to Eden Camp, on a trip linked to the
topic they are studying in Food about rationing. The rain came down, but all students had an
amazing time despite how wet they got, as the pictures attest!

The PHPA have asked me to promote the Summer Fair to you all. The competition entry
form is attached with this week’s newsletter. We hope as many pupils as possible will enter!
A reminder that next Wednesday evening is the GCSE and A Level Art exhibition, which we
hope will be very well attended. This week we have had the Year 10 GCSE Drama
performance, which Mrs Barker tells me showcased the fantastic talents of our Year 10
students. Well done to them all.
I hope the sun continues to shine this weekend for you all
Best wishes

Kate Reid

