
 

 

25th March 2022 

 

Dear Parents 

We have had a lovely week of weather in school, with pupils able to be outside in the sunshine. 
In Juniors this has meant that the new equipment has been very well used! We have new 
football goals and basketball nets out on the playground (with a new rota for who gets to play 
when!). The children have also been able to finally use the Trim Trail properly – after a safety 
briefing from Mrs Goodwin! It has been a real pleasure to see the children playing so well with 
the new equipment. In Senior School the basketball nets have also been a real hit – so much 
so that it is proving quite hard to persuade some students in for lunch! 

It has been a very sporting week, with a number of fixtures taking place against other schools. 
Mr McGrath has taken both Year 8 and Year 9 teams to play in rugby tournaments. Year 9 
played on Thursday night at Middlesbrough Rugby Club and 
did brilliantly, finishing second in the tournament overall. He 
tells me that a fantastic final game against Carmel, which we 
narrowly lost, was the highlight of the evening with superb 
tackling, rucking and try scoring.  

In the Year 8 tournament on Tuesday, we also narrowly lost to 
Carmel but won a very exciting game against EV. Three 
students from Year 7 (Alfie Clarke, Thomas Robinson-Birch 
and Harry Goldsbrough) played up a year group and were 
brilliant and all the Year 8s who took part performed 
fantastically. 

Polam also competed in the Darlington swimming gala on 
Wednesday with representation by Polam students in every 
race. All students should be proud of their performances. 

Mr Wilkinson’s focus has been football rather than rugby 
this week – this is his report about the Year 7 girls’ 
football team: 

On Thursday our super Year 7/8 Girls Football team 
played their first match against a strong Carmel side. 
For many of the girls it was their first proper game of 
competitive football so understandably they were very 
nervous. We lost the game but never stopped trying. 
The girls played with a smile on their faces and most 
importantly supported one another for the full 
game. Well done girls; great effort in a very tough first 
game.  

The girls should take inspiration from a former pupil. Sean Chidanyika who left us in 2020 to 

go to the Darlington FC Football academy, and has now been given a squad number for the 

Darlington first team. He has been loaned to Northallerton Town FC in Northern League 
Division 1 since October and has now been called up to train with the Darlington first team. It 
is always so good to hear of the successes of our former students! Well done Sean! 

This hasn’t only been a sporting week, but has also been STEM Week! This report from Mrs 
Bartholomew-Millar: 

 



 

 

Throughout the week students have been given opportunities to participate in activities around 
the theme of Growth. The week got off to a flying start with students in Year 7 making seed 
heads - we have been reliably told that parents are fully 
embracing the challenge! Years 7 - 9 have been creating 
posters. There have been lessons on growing bacteria, the 
Fibonacci sequence and investigating famous people in STEM. 
Year 8 are busy planning their STEM in a box challenge. Year 
10 welcomed some external speakers, all working in the STEM 
field. The visitors kindly gave up their time to speak to the 
students about their career paths and how STEM is vital to their 
career. Our STEM leaders took part in the teamwork training, 
working together to build a tower and step through a postcard. 
Special mention to Jacob in Year 8 who went above and 
beyond to take the challenge home to try again.  Finally, today 
we held our very first open classroom for Year 7 parents. The parents were able to watch a 
maths lesson delivered to the whole year group. The students did us all proud and we hope 
this will be the first of many. We look forward to see all the entries to the various challenges 
and continuing our STEM focus next week for year 8 during the curriculum day. 

I would like to thank all of our Maths and Science staff for their efforts this week – it has been 
an amazing experience for all our pupils. Miss Leonard sent me this report about the work that 
her Year 7 class have been doing: 

As well as getting involved in our STEM fortnight this week, 7W have been learning about 
acids and alkalis in their Science lessons. Here, Martha and 
Gracie have been using red cabbage (yes, you read that right!) 
to make their own pH indicator and tested it using some acids 
and alkalis in the lab.  

Jack and Niamh were testing some indigestion remedies and 
using them to neutralise acid just like what happens when we 
have indigestion or heartburn. Meanwhile, Oliver, Ayla, Paige, 
and Imana were using universal indicator along with acids and 
alkalis to make a pH rainbow. They did a fantastic job and had 
fun as well as learning the pH scale! 

Thank you to all the parents who made it in this morning for Year 2 Ceres class assembly. 
Today we have had parents in school for Junior assembly and for the Year 7 Maths open 
classroom, which has felt very much like things are back to normal! There has been plenty 
going on in Junior School this week as well. Mrs Elsdon has sent this report about the work 
that she has been doing with her Activities group – as well as 
preparing her own class for that assembly! 

In CC Activities this half term, Fauna have been thinking about 
Spring. Today we made blossom trees using tissue paper, 
inspired by the beautiful blossom trees around our school . Well 
done Fauna! Mrs Elsdon. 

I would also like to say how proud I am of my class for their 
assembly this morning on Sir David Attenborough. You were 
amazing Ceres!                                             Mrs Elsdon. 

It has been good weather for Forest School this week – unlike most sessions this term which 
have seen the children heading out into the forest in wellies and raincoats! Today the sun has 
been shining – here is Mr Turnbull’s report: 



 

 

Flora made the most of the lovely sunshine in their forest school 
session today. We walked around the grounds looking for signs 
of spring and collected sticks to make our own hedgehog. The 
children learned how to use a gimlet safely to make holes and 
turn a potato into a hedgehog. I was proud of how sensible and 
careful they were with the new tools and what wonderful 
hedgehogs they made! 
  

Year 3 and 4 have also been getting creative, as part of their 
Geography curriculum. Mrs Johnson has sent this report and 
photograph: 

This week Year 3 and 4 have been learning about the features 
of a river. They have researched what each part is called and 
then created both a poster and model from salt dough of a river. 

Mr Rees held a virtual Parent Information Event this week for 
Year 11 parents, which looked at how to support your child with 
revision as we build up to these exam season. Year 11 have had 
the last of their assessments this week and so are in a great 
position to know what to revise – hopefully now parents are able 
to help support them with how to do so. We are also running 
sessions in school for the students to help them with this.  

Next week promises to be just as busy. We have Junior School 
parents’ evenings on Monday and Thursday after school and I 
look forward to seeing many of you in school for these. Senior 

School students have a Curriculum Day on Wednesday, with different activities or trips 
planned for each year group. I have the pleasure of a journey to St Augustine’s Academy in 
Maidstone, one of our Woodard Academies, for our half termly Principals’ Meeting. This will 
be my first visit to St Augustine’s – as always when I visit a school I shall be looking for what 
ideas I can ‘magpie’ and bring back to Polam! 

Mr Rees tells me that the wonderful weather is going to change next week. I do hope not, but 
let’s all make the most of the weekend just in case! 

Best wishes 

 

 

Kate Reid 


