
 

 

26th November 2021 

 

Dear Parents 

This week our Senior School runners have attended the Darlington Cross Country race, held 
at Wyvern School. Always a highlight of the sports calendar, this year was special because it 
was a return to having all of the Darlington secondary schools competing together, which didn’t 
happen last year. In the end it was also a triumphant occasion for Polam, with our best ever 
results. This report and photos from Mrs Ryan: 
 
Grace Robinson-Tregear ran an awesome race yesterday at town cross country. She was amazing and 
came in first for Year 7 girls, winning a medal and a large trophy. We had the best year of results with 
eight students going through to the town finals.  
 
Well done to Grace – who has proudly brought her trophy in for us all to see! 
 

 

Miss Rachel has also had success this week – this time with some of our 
former students who have achieved highly in their ballet examinations.  

 
Grade Eight Ballet Examination success. 
 
During the summer holidays I had the pleasure of spending two weeks with 
three former Polam dance students who had missed out on participating in 
their final ballet exam. Lucy, Chloe and Ella all requested they have some 
intensive lessons before filming them in examination. 
 
After a long wait I received the wonderful news that they all achieved 
Merits!!!! I am so proud of them, it was a fantastic achievement as they hadn’t danced in over a year!!! 
 
All dance classes for this current term will end on Friday 3rd December and restart from January 10th. 
Anyone who would like to start classes please contact me. 

Miss Rachel 
 

What a wonderful achievement and something to aspire for those children currently taking ballet lessons 
with Miss Rachel! 

 
Mrs Bartholomew-Millar has also been judging competitions – this time in boat building rather than 

dance… 
 

This week I had the pleasure of being invited to judge a boat building challenge. Liam and Finley from 
the class have this report: 
 
‘We got one strip of aluminium foil and then we had to shape it into a boat 
and we could only use a couple of strips of sellotape. Then we put some 
weights in to see whose boat could hold the most weight. There were lots 
of shapes, we did a flying saucer shape and there was a top hat. Mrs BM 
gave names to all our boats including Barry and the squashed clog. The 
winning team was the solo effort from Warren H.’ 
 
Well done Year 8, I loved judging the boats and the determination, despite 
the fire alarm, to get the boats finished was superb.  

Mrs Bartholomew-Millar 
 



 

 
I was working in my office earlier this week when all I could hear was the sound of our 
Reception children outside. They seemed to be walking round the grounds talking about the 
different things that they could see. All was finally explained when I received this report from 
Miss Courtney-Walker:  
 
This week, Reception have been making their own map of our school! They had a great time 
spotting the ‘landmarks’ around Polam Hall, including our Polam Hall Tree and Rose Arbour. 
They then created their own map from Reception to the Lunch Hall. Fantastic orienteering 
skills Reception! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
All of a sudden it seems that the end of term – and Christmas – are in view! This weekend 
marks the beginnings of our Christmas celebrations in school. We have the PHPA Christmas 
Fair tomorrow from 10am to 1pm. Please do come along – again this is a wonderful event that 
we haven’t been able to hold for two years. Santa will be in attendance and there will be plenty 
of stall for Christmas shopping. As I write the PHPA are hard at work transforming school into 
a winter wonderland! Entry is £2 for adults and free for children. 
 
On Sunday we have the first of our Christmas performances from the choir who are singing at 
the Advent service at St Peter’s in Croft-on-Tees. The service is at 6pm and parents are 
welcome. This is always the service that starts Christmas for me – I don’t eat a mince pie until 
I’ve been to Croft! Yet again, the Covid-19 pandemic meant no service at St Peter’s last year 
and so it feels properly joyous to have it back in the school calendar. Ms Holmes’ choir has 
lots of our Year 7 pupils in it, for some of whom this will be their first public performance – so 
good luck to them all! We also have one or two ex-students coming back to join in the singing… 
 
And, of course, if we are at the start of December, then it is also mock exam season for our 
Year 11 students. They have two weeks of examinations beginning on Monday. I know they 
are working very hard for these – and their offers from the colleges that they want to attend 
are coming in thick and fast. Good luck to them all – get some rest over the weekend as well 
as revision so that you are refreshed and ready for next week.  
 
I hope to see lots of you at the Christmas Fair tomorrow. 
 
Best wishes 

 
 
 

Kate Reid 
 
 


