
 

 

28th January 2022 

 

Dear Parents 

What a busy week it has been! A student said to me this morning that it has felt like a long 

week and I certainly agree! It began with one of the loveliest Senior School Readings for a 

long time, where we were all amazed by the talents of students and staff alike… Mrs Barker 

has written the following report for you: 

This week we launched 'A Night at the Theatre' which will be staged on 6th and 7th April 2022. 

After 2 years without a school show due to Covid, lockdowns and various restrictions, I am 

delighted to be able to offer an opportunity for students to get involved in performance once 

again! Our theme this half term is 'courage' and Lewis in Year 9 certainly showed that on 

Monday morning when he sang 'Don't Cry For Me Argentina', accompanied by Ms Holmes, in 

front of the Senior school. It is fair to say that there were not many dry eyes in the house! We 

were all extremely proud of Lewis- well done! Please encourage your children to show their 

courage and sign up. The sign up sheet will come down on Monday at 3:50pm. Mrs Barker 

I am very excited by the prospect of a School Show! One of the strangest things over the 

last two years has been that we have been unable to use the Liddiard Theatre as much 

as we would like – somewhat ironic given that we were able to use our capital funding to 

refurbish it in 2020! 

Another area of the school which is about to open up more widely is the Senior School Library. 

Our new Librarian, Mrs Ellis, has big plans for it and has spent the first few weeks of this term 

working with her wonderful team of Year 9 helpers on putting out the new stock that she has 

bought and on making the place not only tidy but attractive! She is working on a big launch to 

students, with the library open at lunchtime from 14th February. She has also been appealing 

for applications for Student Librarian posts from Year 9, with a notice in the Student Bulletin 

all this week. I hope that she gets lots of applications. She 

and Mrs Brown in Juniors are also working on their plans 

for World Book Day this year… Here is a quick peek at 

some of the new display… 

Junior children have had the opportunity to try out new 

skills this week, with taster sessions in Judo! Miss Blair 

has sent me this report: 

The children in Years 2 - 6 have thoroughly enjoyed their 

sessions with Dan from The Judo Dan Academy. Dan 

tells me how impressed he was with our Junior School 

children. He commented on how well they worked 

together and listened to his instructions. He also told me that some children enjoyed their 

session so much that they are attending one of his classes tonight! Good luck and we cannot 

wait to hear all about it.    Miss Blair 

Mrs Elsdon has also written to me about how much her Year 2 class enjoyed their session: 

2E had a fun start to the morning today- a taster session for judo! I was very impressed by 

their teamwork and determination.  

Well done for your super manners too!   Mrs Elsdon 



 

 

Here are some photographs from the sessions: 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Last week I told you all about Polam’s new Equestrian team. Mrs Clement-Dawson has kindly 
provided me with a report about the competition that they took part in over the weekend: 
 
What a fantastic day we all had on Saturday. The event was very well run with schools from 
all over Northern England competing.  
 
Bethany Lewis went clear and came 4th in the 50cm, 
and clear in the 60cm to finish 9th but out of the 
placings. 
 
Sophie Robinson was clear in the 70cm and finished 
3rd with Zara Martin also clear and finishing 4th. The 
team rode brilliantly. There were 24 in their class so 
for the girls to be placed 3rd and 4th was incredible. 
 
Very proud of them all and very much looking forward 
to the next competitions in February half term.  
 
My thanks go to those parents who have supported and particularly Mrs Clement-Dawson and 
Mrs Gibbon who are organising the team.  
 
A group of our Year 9 girls have been taking part in the ‘Big Big Project’ over the last few 
weeks. This is a regional careers competition, addressing the question of levelling up across 
the UK by developing strategies and ideas which could improve the prospects of young people 
in their area. Today our group gave their presentation to the judges – this report from Miss 
Vanzan: 
 
Today, Jasmine Atkinson, Rubi Purewal, Kiranjot Hundal, Erika King, Beatrice Tait, Eva 
Cherry and Samantha Romero represented Polam Hall at the first round of the Big Big Project. 
The students presented their ideas for Darlington's Leveling up fund 
to a panel of judges, who will decide whether they have made it 
through to the finals. To kick start their research, the students 
interviewed Peter Gibson, Darlington's MP, to pick his brains on ideas 
for the funding. We would like to wish those involved good luck. 
 
Junior School have been up to all sorts of things this week. Mrs Staerk 
has told me all about the work that Year 6 are doing in Science: 
 
This week in Science, Jupiter have continued learning about electrical 
circuits and were set the challenge of creating their very own loop  



 

 
wire game. They showed great teamwork and I'm extremely proud of the work they managed 
to produce!  
 
Whilst Mrs Mawson’s Actvities class have been learning a 
different kind of skill altogether: 
 
During activities this afternoon, the children in Year 3/4J 
Venus have enjoyed writing their names within a cartouche 
using hieroglyphs. Well done!  
 
It looks like the next few weeks will be just as busy as this 
one has been – several staff have sent me information 
about events that are coming up! Firstly, from Mrs 
Bartholomew-Millar, a reminder that next Friday is Number 
Day. Number Day is always eagerly celebrated by our Maths staff! 
 
Next Friday is NSPCC number day, we will be celebrating this across Juniors and Seniors. As 
part of the day students are invited to participate in a TT Rockstars challenge. TT Rockstars 
continues to be a great way to improve students rapid recall of number facts, and I would 
encourage you to see how your child is doing on there. On that note, two of our Year 8 students 
Jaspreet and Liam, have set themselves their own challenge. These two are constantly 
battling it out for top spot each term and this term is no different. They have decided to race 
each other to be the first to 1 Million coins- this is no mean feat! They started the week at 
450000 each and are now edging ever closer. Well done boys! 
 
A well done from me too – I know how brilliant both boys are at TT Rockstars and so I can’t 
wait to find out who wins! 
 
Next week is House Week, which means House competitions in both Junior and Senior 
Schools. Mr Robson has asked me not to reveal the nature of the competition… all I can say 
is that, as an English teacher, this one is close to my heart! All will be revealed on Monday! 
 
Year 9 are firmly in the swing of their GCSE Options process now. They have had Options 
Readings from the subjects that they can choose at GCSE and have been looking at how their 
skills, aptitudes and abilities suit the subjects. A reminder to Year 9 parents that next Thursday 
3rd February is our virtual GCSE Options Parent Information Event, which is then followed by 
a face to face Parents’ Evening on Monday 7th February. 
 
Thanks to all the parents who were able to attend our Parent Information Event on our NTI 
curriculum last night. It was good to see so many of you there, even if virtually. I hope that you 
found it useful – a reminder that any feedback or ideas about the NTI curriculum can be sent 
to Mrs Hardy or Mrs Bury. 
 
Finally, some staffing news. Many of you will know that Mrs Joyce has been unwell for some 
time. Mrs Joyce has decided that the time is right to leave Polam, after over four years of 
service in our Languages and Literature Faculty. Mrs Joyce has taken this decision to explore 
other employment opportunities. I would like to thank Mrs Joyce for her work at Polam Hall 
and hope you will join with me in sending her our best wishes for the future. You may 
remember that Mrs Bonas joined us in January to work as a Languages Assistant. I am very 
pleased to say that she has agreed to take over Mrs Joyce’s timetable and to remain with us 
until at least the end of this academic year. Mrs Bonas has proved herself invaluable already 
and her enthusiasm for languages is an absolute delight! Mr Robson will continue to teach 
Mrs Joyce’s Year 11 French class, but Mrs Bonas will take up the rest of her teaching.  
 



 

 
And so another week is over. I’m writing this at 4.45pm and it is not yet quite dark, so it does 
feel as though the shoots of Spring are on their way! I hope you all have a restful weekend. 
 
Best wishes 

 
 
 

Kate Reid 


