
 

 

29th April 2022 

 

Dear Parents 

I hope that all of our families had a good holiday and a break from school. This has been a 
short week – so a short newsletter! Staff began the week with a day of training, in which we 
were focusing on our strategic direction as a school and the aspects of our practice which we 
need to keep improving so that Polam keeps getting better! A busy day of collaborative work 
and useful professional dialogue, which will underpin our strategic plan as we go into next 
year.  

Pupils returned on Tuesday, ready for the week ahead. It is very firmly Summer Term now, 
with everyone on the field for break and lunch and tennis nets up! Junior children had cricket 
taster sessions this week, and I have been watching them batting and bowling from my office 
window, which has been a delight! 

Our behaviour focus for this term is the way in which pupils conduct themselves around the 
school, outside of lessons, and in social times. There were assemblies on this topic for pupils 
in key stages 2, 3 and 4, where Mrs Goodwin, Mrs Hardy and I have outlined our expectations 
for behaviour at these times. We will be having a fortnightly focus on specific behaviours this 
term – starting with movement in corridors and around buildings for the next two weeks. 

Miss Rachel has had the ballet results from the exams that her pupils took before the Easter 
holiday. Well done to all – and especially to those dancers who had never taken part in a face 
to face exam before: 

Grade One  

Michael Jordan Distinction 
Iris Thompson High Merit   
Constance Fisher High Merit  
Isobel Scaife Merit  
Eloise Weadock Merit  
Lydia Spensley Pass  
 

Grade Two 

Mathew Buckingham High Merit 
Amelie Weadock Merit 
Elena Dawson Merit  
Freya Wilkinson Merit  
Poppy Greenwood Pass  
 
 

Grade Three  

Freya Shepherd-Pegman High Merit 
Charlotte Elsdon High Merit 
Evelyn Fisher Merit 
Grace Thompson Merit 
Florence Reid Pass 
 
Grade Four  

Jasmine Atkinson Pass 
Chloe Guppy Pass 
 

Grade Five  

Charlotte Finn Merit 
Jassie Kaur Merit 
Joseph Good Merit 

Of course, we are headed into the actual exam season now – with SATs for Year 6 only a 
week away and Year 11 only two weeks from the start of GCSE exams. Year 11 have German 
and French oral exams next week and today undertook their English language Spoken 
Language Endorsement. This means that, as an English teacher, I have heard speeches today 
on such diverse topics as the Qatar World Cup, whether video games can cause violence and 
how men control pregnancy. As always, our students spoke with confidence and passion. 
Practical exams and moderation have also been happening in other subjects – Mrs 
Babington’s Food students cooked up some feasts before and during the Easter holiday and  



 

 

Ms Holmes has sent me this report about the BTEC Music recordings that she has been 
completing with students: 

Recordings for the BTEC final submissions started this week with Harry Sanderson’s 
arrangement of ‘It’s Raining Men’ in a Samba Fusion style being performed in the Liddiard 
Theatre yesterday afternoon. Harry directed the new drummers very ably leading from his 
Drum-Kit with pupils using Practical and Performance’s new Samba kit for the very first time. 
The band included our very own Samba drummers Cate Appleby, Matthew Jordan, William 
Hart, Samantha Romero and Melissa Sloan with Lewis Waters on lead vocals. Thanks also 
go to some of our peripatetic staff and local musicians Philippa Matthews, Andrew Smith and 
Michael Atkinson who supported in the funky horn section. More information about our exciting 
plans for the Polam Hall Samba kit to come soon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harry is an amazing drummer and I can’t wait to see the recording! 

Summer is, of course, the time to grow sunflowers! Juniors are planning some growing of their 
own, but Mrs Walton, a member of our SEN 
Team, has sent me the following: 

I wanted to share with you the Ancora 
sunflower competition. One of our students 
had told us he had never grown anything from 
a seed, so we started a competition with the 
SEN staff and some of our students. Here’s 
hoping we end up of a row of beautiful 

sunflowers 🌻 

 

I hope that they grow strong! Next week is another four day week as we are at the May bank 
holiday already. Let’s hope the sun keeps shining for us all over the weekend. 

Best wishes 

 

 

Kate Reid 


