
 

 

3rd December 2021 

 

Dear Parents 

I have just been ‘helping’ our student leadership team to decorate the Christmas tree in the 
foyer of the Main Building…When I first worked at Polam, this was traditionally the job of the 
Boarders, but in the last couple of years it has passed to our Year 11 Head Students, Prefects, 
House Captains, Games Captains, Music Captains and CCF NCOs to make the tree look its 
best. They have done a wonderful job – though I did fear for the tree at various points and I 
have just had to remove a pair of scissors hung as a decoration at the top of the tree! Hopefully 
if you are in school at all in the next two weeks you will be able to see their handiwork in all its 
glory! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Robson has had a really successful week – here is his report about his trip to 
Middlesbrough with the Year 10 Sports Enterprise Challenge winners: 
 
Thursday saw the culmination of the efforts of the Year 10 Sports Enterprise Challenge boys 
from Summer Term last year attend a prize giving ceremony at the Riverside Stadium, home 
of Middlesbrough Football Club who sponsored the event through FutureMe. 
 
The aim of the challenge was to encourage young men to grasp the opportunities offered to 
them to take up higher education. The twelve Polam Year 10 boys who undertook the 
challenge were all presented with gifts from the Foundation, and the winning group each 
received a plaque celebrating their win, as did Polam as a whole. The boys were also treated 
to a tour of the stadium including the dressing 
rooms, media areas and pitchside. 
 
Matthew Kirk, organiser of the challenge, praised 
the boys for their commitment and positive attitude 
both during the challenge and during their visit on 
Thursday. As the photo shows, Mr. Robson, who 
accompanied the boys on Thursday, dressed in his 
York City colours to celebrate the 2-1 win for York 
over Middlesbrough pre-season. This caused a lot 
of good natured banter during the visit!! 
 
Well done boys –Polam is proud of you. 
 



 

 
Sadly, Storm Arwen brought down two trees on site last weekend – one on the football pitch 
and one on the Junior School field. I think we escaped relatively unscathed though – I have 
been to visit Kings Priory School this week who lost part of their roof! Never one to miss an 
opportunity, Mr Turnbull and Forest school have made use of the tree in Junior School 
Activities today: 
 
Y5/6 Juno were able to make use of a conifer felled by Storm Arwen for their challenge to 
make a Christmas wreath. As well as practising their knots they were able to learn how to use 
loppers and secateurs safely. 
 

 
The storm raged on Friday night, whilst our wonderful PHPA 
volunteers were turning school into a winter wonderland for the 
Christmas Fair. We had a fantastic turn out on Saturday at this 
event, which of course is another than we were unable to hold last 
year. My thanks go to the PHPA who worked tirelessly to set up 
the stalls and to raise money for school, to Junior School staff who 
ran Santa’s grotto, to the catering staff who provided lots of lovely 
food and also to Year 11 who ran a nearly new Christmas Jumper 
stall to raise money for the NSPCC. Next Friday is officially 
Christmas Jumper day in school – pupils can make a donation on 
ParentPay and come in wearing their brightest and wackiest 
Chirstmas jumper! 

 
Mr Fenwick had also organised 
some of his musicians to play at 
the Christmas Fair – this is his report: 
 
It was fantastic to have students from year 7 performing as 
part of the Christmas Fair. After so long without an 
opportunity to perform it is great to be able to say well done 
to Grace, Caitlin, and Toby for their excellent performances. 
Additional mention must go to Daniel who stepped in at the 
last minute as super sub for Adam! It was lovely to receive 
so many positive comments from parents and visitors on the 
Christmas music. 
 
 
 



 

 
It was a weekend of music in fact, as the choir sang beautifully on Sunday evening at St Peter’s 
in Croft-on-Tees for the traditional Advent service. I am very much looking forward to hearing 
them again as we head towards Christmas.  
 
Junior school science club this week had to make volcanoes but for an added level of 
challenge they first had to create a play doh character and place them in the hope they were 
not burnt alive! Never a dull moment in STEM says Mrs Bartholomew-Millar! 
 
Never a dull moment in CCF either – earlier in the week Mrs Roberts sent me this rather odd 
picture – and then followed it up with a report to explain! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday's challenge from Sergeant Turnbull, our new Training Sergeant, was to build a 
basha indoors using a poncho, two bungees, and anything else the sections could find. The 
criteria were that the basha should be built high enough to fit all the kit underneath, but low 
enough so as to be more difficult to see. Bashas are temporary structures - this one became 
increasingly fortified as the evening went on!  
 
The task challenged cadets to be resourceful and we were impressed with their inventiveness! 
I am looking forward to having the opportunity to take the cadets away on exercise where they 
can use their new-found basha-building skills in the field. 
 

Lt Roberts 
 
To finish, we have sent information out about our campaign for Feeding Families – we are 
collecting donations for their foodbank. If donations could come into school by the end of next 
week, we would be very grateful.  
 
 
Best wishes 

 
 
 

Kate Reid 
 
 


