
 

 

4th February 2022 

 

Dear Parents 

As most of you know, today is Number Day, which we have celebrated across school to 
promote Maths and to raise money for the NSPCC. As Mrs Hood tells me one Year 6 child 
said to her this morning, "Maths is fun and when your teacher turns up dressed as a dice you 
know you're going to have a good day!" Mr Turnbull has my respect for the dice costume! 
Sadly, he has not sent me a picture of himself dressed up, but has sent me this message for 
the newsletter: 
 
We have had a mathmagical day today celebrating everything number for NSPCC Number 
Day. It was wonderful to see all of the puzzles and challenges going on across junior school. 
Some of the fastest flashcard competitions were highly competitive and many children have 
asked for them to become a regular feature! In assembly we learnt about the important work 
done by the NSPCC and I would like to thank everybody 
for their kind donations, including those who donated for 
cakes.          Mr Turnbull 
 
Mrs Elsdon has sent me this picture of her class 
celebrating Number Day and this report: Year 2E have 
enjoyed number day today - we played Maths Wordle, 
worked out a sudoku and solved the puzzle of the missing 
story ending using all our Maths skills! You all looked 
amazing in your outfits too. Well done Year 2! Mrs Elsdon  
 
Maths Wordle – something I didn’t know existed until this week – has been quite a hit! Mrs 
Batholomew-Millar has been setting them all week for Senior pupils. This is her Number day 
report: 

 
Once again in Seniors we had the pleasure of 
celebrating Number Day. We decided to stretch it out a 
bit this year, and began the week with daily 
WORDLE challenges. My inbox has been flooded all 
week with answers; a particular well done to 10C who 
have done this daily in tutor time. Thursday saw the 
return of the Intermediate Maths Challenge, a fantastic 
opportunity for students in year 9-11 to pit their skills 
against students across the country.   
 
Friday started with a number day bang and the launch 

of the TT ROCKSTARS grand slam challenge. We look forward to seeing the results. 
Throughout the day students were set an escape room puzzle to solve, all completed codes 
will be entered into a prize draw, those students last year will remember Mrs Reid needed 
saving from Eric, this year Eric has captured the Polam Fox. In lessons students took part in 
maths relay and Number Day challenges. Thank you to everyone who just gave the challenges 
a go, whether wordles, nerdles, escape rooms or relays, we certainly enjoyed 
it.                                  Mrs B-M 
 
 
 
 



 

 
As a fantastic coincidence, it turns out that both Mrs Bartholomew-Millar and Mr Birtles have 
their birthday today – so two of our Mathematicians were celebrating their own change of 
number on Number Day!  
 
There has, of course, been more than Maths on the 
curriculum this week. Infants have been looking at a very 
interesting period of History: 
 
Year 1 and 2 have had an exciting History lesson this week 
- The Great Fire of Polam! Following on from our learning 
about The Great Fire of London, we first made a 3D replica 
of a house from 1666 and then set them alight to see how 
events unfolded at the time. Due to placing the houses close 
together and the fact that it was a windy day as in 1666, the 
houses burned quickly! We set up a fire break to stop the fire 
as ordered by King Charles II at the time and to see if it would 
work today - success! We all sang London's Burning as we watched.  Well done everyone! 

Mrs Elsdon, Mrs Brown and Miss Spence.  
 
In Science Miss Price’s Year 10 students have been using 
microscopes: 
 
Budding entomologists in Year 10 used their microscope skills to 
inspect the skin sloughed from a spider. This spider had very hairy 
legs! The arachnophobes in the group stuck to onion skin… 
 
We have had more than one celebration this week, with our wonderful 
catering staff cooking up a storm on Tuesday for the Lunar New Year 
– Year of the Tiger! Mrs Jessup, our Catering Manager, gathered 
some feedback which she has shared with me: 
 

The Catering team said….We really enjoyed planning this event and getting the decorations 
up to promote the event and loved making the Chinese banquette.  We noticed that the 
vegetarian and veggies in general were really popular so would make more for the next event. 
It was great to see the pupils’ enthusiasm for their lunch. 
  
Pupils from School Council said…‘Good variety’, ‘Gorgeous’  ‘the spring rolls were quite 
nice’ 
  
The staff said… ‘I loved it, it even got the staff chatting working out which 
animal they were born under and if they had similar traits’ and ‘I thought 
the food was just lovely and the atmosphere was really positive too! Loved 
the spring rolls and the sweet and sour pork’ 
  
A parent said…‘I spoke to my kids yesterday (Year 7 and Year 4) and 
they couldn’t say enough good things about the lunch yesterday – they 
loved it and were looking forward to the next theme day’. 
 
Brilliant feedback! There has been plenty of sporting action this week as well. Mr Wilkinson 
has sent me the following report on two fixtures which have taken place: 
 
Tonight saw the Key Stage 4 badminton teams compete in the Darlington secondary schools 
competition. For the first time we entered both A & B teams for girls and boys. The B teams  
 



 

 
(Year 10s) actually performed better than the As (Year 11s) 
with the girls’ team finishing second overall and the boys 
third.  
 
Well done to all who took part and to Sophia for showing 
great leadership!  

 
On Wednesday the 
U16 rugby team had a 
7s match v Teesside 
High School. We won 
the contest 
convincingly scoring a 
number of excellent tries. Jonny J and Kian C showed 
good power & speed with the ball, offloading well out of 
the tackle. Well done lads, let’s look forward to the next 
rugby game!  
 
Well done to all those who played this week, whether you 

won or lost!  It is not only Seniors but also Junior children who have been out of school to play 
sport this week. This report from Mrs Brown: 
 
Mercury class have been investigating how to stay fit and healthy this half term. As part of 
work we took a trip to The Dolphin Centre to take part in a multisports event. Children practised 
ball skills, movement patterns and team games. The children had wonderful manners and 
worked hard to show off their athleticism. Well done Mercury! 
 
Last week Mr Fenwick had sent me a report about Brass Ensemble, which I then forgot to 
include in the newsletter (to my shame!). He has (very 
politely…) reminded me again today, so here is the report!  
 
Brass Ensemble have started rehearsals with Miss Leggett 
from Durham Music Service. 22 students from years 4, 5, 
and 6 take part and are already impressing us with their 
hard work and huge lung capacity. So far they have learnt 
the notes C, D, and E in just three weeks and enjoyed many 
games of Switch! Here is a photo of four members of Brass 
Ensemble holding their cornets. There will be more for you 
to see (and hear) soon!  
 
You may know that this has also been House Week. We have one week per half term in our 
calendar which is designated as such so that our House competitions can all take place. This 
week both Junior and Senior pupils have been competing in the House Spelling Bee! In 
Seniors this has been a very serious affair and Mr Robson has provided us with an update: 
 
Senior School Spelling Bee has been taking place this week as a house competition. The final 
will be in whole school Reading on Monday. It is all Year 9 students  who have come through 
the rounds to reach the final and these are EVA CHERRY, ANSWORTH ADU-GYAMFI, 
ALYSSA MCBRIDE and ABBIE MINNS who will represent their respective houses on Monday 
Well done to all students from Years 7-10 in Senior School who took part - housepoints will 
be awarded next week once the final is over with. 
 
I hope to be able to announce winners from across the school in next week’s newsletter! 
 



 

 
 
Thank you to all the parents who attended the Year 9 GCSE Options Parent Information Event 
this week. The Year 9 Options Parents’ Evening takes place on Monday night and will be face 
to face. We felt that it as so important that this event was in school so that good conversations 
about options choices are able to take place. We hope to see as many Year 9 parents as 
possible on Monday.  
 
For now, though, it is definitely time for a rest. I hope that all our families have a good weekend. 
 
Best wishes 

 
 
 

Kate Reid 


