
 

 

4th March 2022 

 

Dear Parents 

The biggest event this week has, of course, been World Book Day. Always a Polam favourite, 
both Junior and Senior Schools celebrated in style! In Juniors this year’s theme was Harry 
Potter with pupils and staff either dressed as characters or in Hogwarts House colours. I am 
lucky enough to do Junior playground duty on a Thursday lunchtime and so one of my best 
moments of the day was watching Mrs Smith sorting out a disagreement between a group of 
witches and wizards on the yard! This report is from Mrs Brown – many thanks to her for 
organising the day. 

On Thursday, Junior School became Hogwarts for the day! Children 
enjoyed a morning of spell casting, wand making, crest designing and 
house sorting in celebration of World Book Day. We all learned what 
Hogwarts house we belonged to and learnt about the characteristics 
associated with each house. PHPA have very kindly donated a 
wonderful selection of both Harry Potter books and Winnie the Witch 
and Oliver Moon to keep the magic going throughout the year. We are 
incredibly grateful and the children are excited to get reading. As part of 
our ongoing reading raffle, Mrs Johnson's English class also enjoyed a 
trip to Waterstones to celebrate their commitment to reading at home. 
We hope that the atmosphere in Junior School continues to be magical! 

All term our Junior children have been competing to win raffle tickets 
based on how much reading they do at home. The winning class for last 
half term was Mrs Johnson’s and they were rewarded with a special World Book Day trip: 

The children enjoyed their trip to Waterstones and were greeted by Wally, Pikachu and 
Gangster Granny aka the staff of Waterstones. They 
enjoyed having juice and biscuits while listening to a story, 
before exploring the store. The children were able to 
exchange their Word book Day vouchers for a book and 
after much discussion we decided on three new books for 
a class reading trolley: The Secret of Haven Point which is 
written by a Darlington author, Escape from Camp 
Boring and a book about Marcus Rashford for the football 
fanatics!  

Our thanks to the PHPA who funded 
the books that the children chose for 
their class reading trolley and to 
Waterstones for hosting them. Keep 

reading at home Juniors – let’s see who wins this half term! 

The PHPA also kindly funded the purchase of a number of Harry Potter 
books for Junior School to celebrate World Book day – we’re sure that 
they will be very well received! 

In the Senior School, Mrs Ellis, our School Librarian was celebrating her 
first World Book Day at Polam: 

 

 



 

 

My first World Book Day week as School Librarian has 
been fantastic (if a little exhausting!). We have chosen 
mystery books in the library; made miniature books and I 
have had great fun listening to the frustration of some of 
the students while they tried to guess the self book-selfies! 
It was wonderful on Thursday to see how much effort 
students and staff had put into their costumes with those 
winning a book prize being: Rosie McMullan, Fallon Lloyd 
and Evelyn Garlinge. We also created a fabulous Polam 
Hall's Favourite Book Display in the Liddiard Foyer. 

The costumes must have been infectious as everybody 
seemed to be wearing one yesterday. Too many wonderful staff costumes to mention, but Mrs 
Teasdale as Goldilocks and Mrs Bailly as Sherlock Holmes were brilliant! Dressing up even 

invaded PE lessons, unusually – this report from Mrs Ryan: 

Year 3/4 Apollo and Mars had the task of completing a 'Haka' 
in PE yesterday. They were all dressed in their Harry Potter 
clothing for World Book Day and even were treated to an 
attendance by Tony the Triceratops. All children completed 
the lesson with a free style dance where they danced along 
with Tony the Triceratops. 

I have no idea who could have been in the dinosaur 
costume…but I do know that Tony the Triceratops and Mr 
Wilkinson have not been seen together… 

Of course, World Book Day was not the only celebration this 
week – Tuesday was Shrove Tuesday and Junior School set 
out to make pancakes! In the end, with one or two mishaps, it 
took two days rather than one, but the children very much 
enjoyed making them – and eating them of course! 

There were not one but two school trips this week – amazing 
when you think how few we have had over the last two years! 
On Tuesday night Mrs Barker took pupils to the theatre for the 
first time in a long time: 

It has been an eventful week in Drama this week. On Tuesday 
evening I had the pleasure of taking Year 10 and Year 11 GCSE Drama students to see 'The 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time' at Newcastle Theatre Royal. We were joined by 
six Year 9 students who have opted to take GCSE Drama. It was a fantastic evening, and the 
students were impeccably behaved! GCSE Drama students will be analysing and evaluating 

the performance in their written exam in the summer. I have 
been impressed by the high level of evaluation and analysis 
demonstrated by the pupils in our initial discussions. 

And then, on Wednesday, the Senior School English staff took 
all Year 11 students to St George’s Hall in Bradford for Poetry 
Live. This is (normally) an annual event where the poets from 
the GCSE English Literature Specification read and discuss 
their poems with the students. It turned into quite an epic 
adventure this year though, as the coach broke down on the 
way home and students arrived back at school, on a new coach 
at 6.30pm rather than the anticipated 4.30pm. All the staff said  



 

 

how well behaved and patient Year 11 were, so well done to them all.  

Our Equestrian Team were in action again during the half 
term holiday – this report from Mrs Clement-Dawson: 

It was another successful weekend last weekend for the 
Equestrian Team. The team competed in the Eventers 
Challenge at Northallerton EC involving jumping a course of 
show jumps and cross-country fences. The came 2nd overall, 
qualifying for themselves the Championships at Hickstead at 
the end of May. They are a young team and it being new for 
Polam there were lots of celebrations to be had. Sophie 
Robinson also came 5th individually. 

Thank you to all the parents who attended the Year 11 
Parents’ Evening on Monday. It was good to have you all in school and lots of productive 
conversations were had about how to make the most of the next few weeks as the exams 
approach. Some exams are of course earlier – good luck to those taking Art exams next week.  

I hope that everyone has a good weekend – I think it’s time to curl up with a good book! 

Best wishes 

 

 

Kate Reid 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


