
 

 

6th May 2022 

 

Dear Parents 

On a number of occasions in the past, new pupils have said to me, “This school is like 
Hogwarts, Miss!” Well, today we very much were like Hogwarts, as Quidditch became the 
sport of the day for all our Infant and Year 3 children. Some very strange poles and hoops 
appeared on the field this morning and I have been able to watch children playing all day from 
my office window. Miss Blair is the genius behind this fantastic experience – here is her report: 

It has been wonderful to watch the children in Reception 
to Y3 take part in our very first House Quiddittch 
Competition. I hear that the competition was fierce and 
there may have been one or two flying broomsticks! 
Once the final whistle was blown, the results were in 
and the numbers were crunched! In joint first place we 
have Skerne and Swale with 1040 points and in joint 
second place, Tees and Kent with 940 points.  

I would like to say a big thank you to our Year 9 leaders 
for helping run the event: Finlay, Freddie, Ben, Abbie, 
Charlotte and McKayla.  

Here’s to many more House Competitions!  

Quidditch will make a return later this month so that the rest of our Junior School children can 
have a go…though Year 11 also seemed keen when I told them what was happening! 

Of course, reality is kicking in for Year 11 who this week had their French and German oral 
exams. Mr Robson tells me that, despite the stress of the experience the majority seem to 
have done themselves justice. Next week we have Health and Social Care exams, but the full 
GCSE schedule starts with a bang the week after.  

In his role as Careers Leader, Mr Robson took Year 8 out to Darlington College for a STEM 
taster day last Friday. He tells me that the students conducted themselves very well and that 
the College staff were very impressed with their attitude to learning and participation. He has 
also sent me quotes from a few of the students who took part: 

It was fun, I learnt lots of new things and now I want to do engineering   -   Harvey Black 

It was a fun engineering activity and I liked to be competitive  -  Arthur Chinchen 

We were able to take part in new activities and see some areas within the college offering 
STEM -  Martha Bainbridge 

Ms Page, who is our Behaviour and Learning Mentor in Junior School, has sent me a lovely 
report about the parcel that she received this week: 

This week we have had another exciting delivery in 
Junior School! You may remember a couple of weeks 
ago we had a fantastic delivery of Worry Monsters, 
which had very kindly been sent by the charity ‘Knit for 
Nowt’. Well, imagine our surprise when another big box 
of goodies turned up on Tuesday. This time we have 
very kindly been gifted some amazing hand puppets for 
our SEMH lessons in Primo Salus as well as our PHSE  



 

 
lessons.  The children have had lots of fun exploring our new box of puppets that represent 
different emotions, family members and professions that help us.   
 
Junior School is very grateful for the wonderful knitters up and down the country who have 
contributed to our hand puppet box.   

The puppets are brilliant – Mrs Hardy brought them up to show me. I have such admiration for 
the skilled knitters who have produced them! 

Mrs Ryan tells me that our Year 8 girls played in their first 
town Netball tournament this week. Her match report 
reads: Although only being positioned 4th, all girls 
showed courage and determination throughout. Shout 

out to Ella and Daciana for most valuable players.  
 

Mrs Ellis has asked me to include some information about 
her new ‘wishlists’ in this week’s newsletter: 

We have recently established Amazon wish lists of books 
for both our Junior and Senior schools. These are open for 

all families to be able to purchase a book to go into our School libraries.  

 If you purchase a book from the wish list, you will be able to leave a gift message, which will 
be recorded in the front of the book.  

 Books that have been bought, are then removed from the list, and when you get to the delivery 
page, you can choose for the book to be delivered directly to school.  

 The wish lists can be accessed through these links:  

Senior School Library: 

 https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1YQWTL55461C5?ref_=wl_share  

 Junior School Library:  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4YXXXM1IMM3?ref_=wl_share  

 If you have any questions about the wish list, please feel free to contact our school librarian 
Mrs Ellis on ellis.s@phs.woodard.co.uk 

 My thanks in advance to the many parents and friends of the school who I know will help us 
out with this.  

Mrs Elsdon has sent me some information about the 
work that Year 2 Ceres have been doing this week:  

Year 2E have been investigating electricity in their 
Science lessons this week and have made some very 
informative safety posters. You all did some super 
thinking - well done!  Mrs Elsdon. 

Despite the fact that we have only been back at school 
for two weeks, we are looking ahead to the half term 
already!  

Mrs Dixon has asked me to give you this reminder about 
holiday club:  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1YQWTL55461C5?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C4YXXXM1IMM3?ref_=wl_share
mailto:ellis.s@phs.woodard.co.uk


 

 

Polam Fun Club has now opened its bookings for May half term. We are open Monday 30th 
May, Tuesday 31st May, Wednesday 1st June. The week may be short, but we certainly won't 
be short on fun!!! Book now to avoid disappointment! 

I’m sure there will be the usual surprises and visitors to school – even if the Jubilee bank 
holidays have slightly shortened the week. 

And that’s the end of another short week – we have to do a full five days next week, which 
might come as something of a shock! Of course next week is SATs week for Year 6 – the 
culmination of all their hard work this year. We are really proud of them all and know that they 
will all do their absolute best in the tests, which is all we ask. All Year 6 children should get 
plenty of rest this weekend and not worry about the week ahead. Your teachers have prepared 
you well and you know your stuff! Year 11 on the other hand should have their heads in their 
books please…you all have a lovely long summer to enjoy once the exams are over! 

Whether working or relaxing, revising or playing, I hope all our students have a great weekend. 

Best wishes 

 

 

Kate Reid 


