
 

 

7th January 2022 

 

Dear Parents 

A short newsletter this week to reflect the short week that we have had in school. It has been 
a really positive start to term. Thank you for ensuring that so many of our Senior School pupils 
came in for Covid-19 tests on Tuesday and Wednesday. Covid-19 absence amongst staff and 
pupils has not been a real problem for us this week. A reminder that if your child is at home 
having tested positive but is well enough to learn, then work for Junior School pupils will be 
emailed directly by the class teacher and work for Senior School pupils can be found in the 
class Team for that subject, in the Class Materials folder. Pupils have been excellent at 
wearing face masks this week – many thanks to you for providing masks which are helping us 
to keep costs (and litter!) down.  
 
Learning began in earnest by the end of the week. We have welcomed some new members 
of staff – in particular can I mention Mrs Ellis, who is our new Senior School Librarian and Mrs 
Bonas who has joined us as our Languages Assistant, supporting pupils in developing their 
spoken French and German.  
 
In Juniors children have come enthusiastically back into class. Mrs Goodwin tells me that Year 
3/4 Apollo had a wonderful time travelling back in time this week to the time of the Ancient 
Egyptians.  All of the children were excited to see various mummies, pyramids and 
hieroglyphics.  The children have written their own questions which they would like answering 
over the course of the half term.  We can't wait to see where our learning takes us! 
 
Mrs Brown also sent me a report about the art work that her Year 1/2 class have been doing 
this week: 
 
Year 1 and 2 have been looking at the work of Georgia O Keeffe. We were inspired by her 
vivid and colourful close-ups of flowers and used oil pastels to create our own artwork. The 
children used their observation skills carefully to create their artwork. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Brown has also sent me the copy of the Polam Press, which Junior School pupils have 
produced and which is attached to this newsletter. 
 
Mrs Bartholomew-Millar has asked me to congratulate the winner of her Christmas Maths 
puzzle. Jasmine Atkinson in Year 9 was the first to solve my riddle before Christmas "I over 
8". Sshe asked me to donate her prize to the foodbank, which was a lovely gesture. 



 

 
And so we reach the weekend! As I was on gate duty tonight pupils seemed to have enjoyed 
a three day week and to feel that it is a shame that we can’t keep it that short! 
 
We look forward to a full week next week. Have a lovely weekend. I hope you enjoy the Polam 
Press. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
 

Kate Reid 
 
 


