
Polam Hall School: Core Skills and Knowledge (KS4) 
YEAR:         Year 10 and 11                SUBJECT:  Religious Studies 

 

Core Knowledge 

Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices in Christianity and Islam. 

Christian beliefs and teachings 

 The nature of God. 

 Different beliefs about creation, including the role of the Word and Spirit (John 1:1-13 and Genesis 1:1-3). 

 Different beliefs about the afterlife including resurrection and life after death, judgement, heaven and hell. 

 Jesus Christ and salvation. 
 

Christian practices 
 

 Worship. 

 Prayer and its significance. 

 Sacraments. 

 The role and importance of pilgrimage and celebrations. 
 
Muslim beliefs and teachings 

 The six articles of faith in Sunni Islam and five roots of Usul ad-Din in Shi’a Islam. 

 Tawhid, the Oneness of God (Surah 112). 

 The nature of God. 

 Angels, their nature and role, including Jibril and Mika’il. 

 Predestination and human freedom and its relationship to the Day of Judgement. 

 Akhirah (life after death), human responsibility and accountability, resurrection, heaven and hell. 

 Risalah (Prophethood) including the role and importance of Adam, Ibrahim, and Muhammad (pbuh). 

 Holy books. 
 
Muslim practices 
 

 Worship. 

 Five Pillars of Sunni Islam and the Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi’a Islam. 
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 Shahada (declaration of faith) and its place in Muslim practice. 

 Salah (prayer) and its significance. 

 Sawm (fasting) and its during Ramadan. 

 Zakah (alms giving), its role and significance. 

 Hajj (pilgrimage) the role and significance of the pilgrimage to Makkah. 

 Jihad (spiritual struggle) the meaning and significance of greater and lesser jihad. 

 Festivals and commemorations and their importance for Muslims in Great Britain today. 
 

Component 2: Thematic studies. 

Relationships and Families. 

 Sex, marriage, and divorce. 

 Families and gender equality. 
 
Religion and Life 
 

 The origins and value of the universe. 

 The origins of life. 

 The concepts of sanctity of life and the quality of life. 

 Abortion, including situations when the mother’s life is at risk and ethical arguments based on sanctity of life and quality of life. 

 Euthanasia. 

 Beliefs about death and an afterlife, and their impact on beliefs about the value of human life. 
 

The existence of God and revelation. 

 Philosophical arguments for and against the existence of God, including strengths and weaknesses. 

 The nature of divine revelation. 

 Different ideas about the divine. 

 The value of general and special revelation and enlightenment as sources of knowledge about the divine. 
Religion, human rights and social justice. 

 Human rights, including prejudice and discrimination based on gender, sexuality, and ethnicity. 
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 The responsibilities that come with rights, including the responsibility to respect the rights of others. 

 Wealth and poverty including attitudes to wealth, the use and responsibilities of wealth, and the responsibility of those living in 
poverty. 

 

Core Skills 

Describe – give detailed accounts. 

 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of different religions and beliefs including: 
o Beliefs, practices, and source of authority. 
o Influence on individuals, communities, and societies. 
o Similarities and differences within and/or between religions and beliefs. 

Explain – give justification and detail to ideas 
 

 Support different interpretations of belief, teachings, and practice as based on scripture and religious tradition. 

 Understand the influence of religion on individuals, communities, and societies. 

Analyse – investigate ideas thoroughly 

 Analyse the significance and influence of aspects of religion and belief. 

 Apply knowledge and understanding of two religions using key sources of wisdom and authority. Use this knowledge to analyse 

questions relating to religious beliefs and values. 

Evaluate – consider different points of view to reach well-reasoned judgements. 

 Evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence. 

 Understand significant common and divergent views between and/or within religions and beliefs. 

 Construct well-informed, well argued, balanced and structured written arguments on matters concerned with religious beliefs and 

values. 


