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Core Knowledge 

 
Assessment Objective 1 (AO1) – knowledge and understanding of religion and beliefs. 
Assessment Objective 2 (AO2) – analysis and evaluation of religion and beliefs. 
 
 
Where did the universe come from? 

 (AO1) Understand Christian, Hindu, and scientific beliefs about the origin of the universe. 

 (AO1) Compare and contrast different religious stories about the creation of the universe. 

 (AO2) Consider whether humanity holds a special place in the universe. 

 (AO2) Evaluate the compatibility of religion and science, when considering the creation of the universe. 

 (AO1 & AO2) Apply the above, using religious evidence, to evaluate the statement: ‘Religious stories tell us nothing about creation.’ 
What do Buddhists believe? 

 (AO1) Know the origins of Buddhism through the story of Siddhartha Gautama. 

 (AO2) Analyse and evaluate the sources of our moral codes, understanding the concepts of ‘moral’, ‘immoral’, and ‘amoral’. 

 (AO1) Understand the Buddhist beliefs about the transitory nature of all creation and the illusion of ‘self’. 

 (A02) Analyse and evaluate Buddhist ideas of ‘self’, considering whether personal identity is an illusion. 

 (AO1) Summarise the Buddhist Eightfold Path towards enlightenment. 

 (AO1 & AO2) Apply the above by creating and evaluating ‘My Noble Eightfold Path’ towards an ultimate goal. 
What do Muslims believe? 

 (AO1) Understand the Muslim concept of God through the 99 names of Allah and Islamic art. 

 (AO1) Know the origins of Islam as a practiced religion through the life of Muhammad (pbuh) and the revelation of the Holy Qu’ran. 

 (AO2) Analyse and evaluate the Five Pillars of Islam and the impact of they make on an individual in modern Britain. 

 (AO1) Reflect upon the importance of pilgrimage through understanding Hajj. 

 (AO1 & AO2) Apply the above in ‘Letter from Hajj’ exploring the events and their impact, short and long. 
Why is Easter important to Christians? 

 (AO1) Understand important Christian beliefs surrounding Easter: 
o Crucifixion 
o Resurrection 
o Pentecost 

 (AO1) Discuss the symbolism and role of colour in the Easter story. 

 (AO2) Analyse the importance of the resurrection and its impact on the life of Christians. 
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 (AO1 & AO2) Apply the above by creating an image, poem, or piece of creative writing called ‘The Colours of Easter’. 
What does Christianity teach about global issues? 

 (AO1) Understand issues surrounding: 
o Poverty 
o The environment 
o Animal rights 

 (AO2) Analyse and evaluate Christian responses to these issues. 

 (AO2) Form and express personal responses to the ethical issues. 

 (AO1 & AO2) Apply the above to a PowerPoint presentation evaluating the statement ‘Christianity have a responsibility to look after 
the planet’. 

How is spirituality expressed? 

 (AO1) Understand the difference between spirituality and religion, and the role of spirituality within religion.  

 (AO2) Evaluate the different ways spirituality is expressed through art, within different religious traditions. 

 (AO2) Compare and evaluate expressions of spirituality through music and dance.  

 (AO1 & AO2) Apply the above in the creation of a symbolic spiritual poem, written in the style of a religious tradition. 
 

Core Skills 

Describe – give detailed accounts. 

 Understand religious and non-religious beliefs and ideas about the world. 

 Distinguish between different sets of beliefs from within the diverse religious framework of modern day Britain, acknowledging that 
Christianity is the majority religion. 

 State personal beliefs and ideas about the world. 
 
Explain – give justification and detail to ideas. 

 Give valid reasons why people hold their beliefs, supported with evidence. 

 Develop detailed ideas about how beliefs can be applied to modern life in Britain. 
 
Analyse – investigate ideas thoroughly. 

 Consider, in detail, all of the evidence surrounding an idea. 

 Use a wide range of relevant evidence to show a variety of different points of view. 
 
Evaluate – consider different points of views to reach well-reasoned judgements. 

 Form consistently critical examinations of a range of evidence, arguments, and points of view. 

 Reach conclusions based on evidence and logical chains of reasoning. 
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LEVEL DESCRIPTOR 

 Describe Explain Evaluate Analyse 

 
GREATER DEPTH 
 
 

 Fully describe a wide 
range of ideas. 

 Use religious evidence 
to illustrate ideas. 

 Identify the strengths 
and weaknesses of 
ideas, as well as 
similarities and 
differences between 
them. 

 Give complex 
explanations, 
supported with a wide 
range of fully 
explained evidence. 

 Variety of applied 
religious beliefs/ 
teachings fully 
developed. 

 Reach well-argued 
judgement(s) based 
on logical chains of 
reasoning. 

 Develop reasoned 
consideration of 
different points of 
view. 

 Use a wide range of 
relevant evidence and 
information. 

 Give consistently clear 
and in-depth 
examinations of all 
evidence and 
arguments. 

 
CONFIDENT 
 
 

 Fully describe a range 
of ideas 

 Use religious evidence 
to illustrate ideas. 

 Identify the strengths 
and weaknesses of 
ideas, as well as 
similarities and 
differences between 
them. 

 Give complex 
explanations, 
supported with a wide 
range of fully 
explained evidence. 

 Variety of applied 
religious beliefs/ 
teachings fully 
developed. 

 Reach well-argued 
judgement(s) based 
on logical chains of 
reasoning. 

 Develop reasoned 
consideration of 
different points of 
view. 

 Use a wide range of 
relevant evidence and 
information. 

 Give consistently clear 
and in-depth 
examinations of all 
evidence and 
arguments. 

 
EXPECTED 
 
 

 Fully describe several 
ideas. 

 Use religious evidence 
to illustrate ideas. 

 Identify strengths and 
weaknesses of ideas. 

 Give detailed 
explanations 
supported with fully 
explained evidence. 

 Applied religious 
beliefs/ teachings fully 
developed. 

 Form supported and 
logical chains of 
reasoning. 

 Develop reasoned 
consideration of 
different points of 
view. 

 

 Use a range of 
evidence and 
information to support 
different views. 

 Give consistently clear 
examinations of all 
evidence and 
arguments. 

 
WORKING TOWARDS 
 

 Fully describe the 
idea(s) discussed. 

 Use religious evidence 

 Give detailed 
explanations, 
supported with 

 Form basic chains of 
reasoning. 

 Compare and contrast 

 Recognise different 
points of view. 

 Support views with 
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 to illustrate ideas. relevant evidence. 

 Apply supporting 
religious belief(s)/ 
teaching(s). 

relevant evidence. 
 

relevant evidence. 

 Give clear 
examinations of 
evidence or 
arguments.  

 
BEGINNING 
 
 

 Give basic 
descriptions of ideas 
and aspects of belief. 

 Give simple 
explanations, with 
reference to religious 
evidence. 

 Recognise and state 
different points of 
view. 

 Form simple chains of 
reasoning. 

 

 Support views using 
limited reason(s). 

 Give basic 
examinations of 
evidence or 
arguments. 


