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Core Knowledge 

 
Assessment Objective 1 (AO1) – knowledge and understanding of religion and beliefs. 
Assessment Objective 2 (AO2) – analysis and evaluation of religion and beliefs. 
 
 
What does it mean to be Jewish? 

 (AO1) Understand the core tenets of Jewish belief and how these vary between Orthodox and Reform traditions: 
o Dietary laws 
o Clothing 
o Shabbat 
o Pesach & the Seder Plate 

 (AO2) Analyse and evaluate how being an Orthodox Jew would impact life in modern Britain. 

 (AO2) Evaluate the symbolic meaning of Pesach, explaining why such celebrations can be so important for religious groups. 

 (AO2) Understand the changes in Jewish lives during Shoah (the holocaust) and the treatment of Jews in Europe by 1945. 

 (AO1) Understand who helped the Jews and who didn’t during Shoah. 

 (AO1 & AO2) Apply the above to evaluate memorials to Janusz Korczak, deciding which is the most appropriate to remember him. 
What do Sikhs believe? 

 (AO1) Know the origins of Sikhism through the story of Guru Nanak. 

 (AO1) Understand the role and importance of the Guru Granth Sahib as the tenth and final Guru.  

 (AO2) Analyse the role of the Khalsa and the sense of community within modern Britain. 

 (AO1) Understand the Sikh concept of ‘oneness’ and ‘unity of being’. 

 (AO1) Know different Sikh attitudes to life after death. 

 (AO1 & AO2) Apply the above by evaluating the statement ‘Community is the most important aspect of Sikhism’. 
What are religious views on relationships and the family? 

 (AO1) Understand the importance of family life to Christians and Muslims. 

 (AO2) Analyse and evaluate different religious attitudes towards the role of women. 

 (AO1) Compare, contrast, and understand different Christian and Muslim attitudes towards sex, marriage, divorce, and contraception. 

 (AO1 & AO2) Apply the above in an extended piece of writing evaluating the statement ‘Religious attitudes towards the family have no 
relevance in modern Britain’. 

How do Christians respond to evil? 

 (AO2) Analyse the presence of evil in the world and the problem evil presents to Christianity. 
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 (AO1) Understand Christian ideas about the source of evil and suffering: 
o The devil. 
o The Fall of Adam and Eve. 
o The story of Job. 

 (AO2) Evaluate Christian theodicies attempting to explain the problem of evil. 

 (AO1) Understand Christian responses to the suffering of others. 

 (AO2) Reflect upon and analyse how Christians cope with their own suffering. 

 (AO1) Know how some Christians go about making moral decisions. 

 (AO1 & AO2) Apply the above to a PowerPoint presentation answering the question ‘Why is there evil and suffering in the world?’ 
What is religion’s relationship with science? 

 (AO1) Understand religious responses to philosophical issues including: 
o Creation, the big bang and evolution. 
o The body and the soul. 
o The relationship between humans and animals. 
o Humans and their responsibility to the environment. 

 (AO2) Analyse and evaluate religious responses to these philosophical ideas. 

 (AO2) Form and express personal responses to the philosophical questions. 

 (AO1 & AO2) Apply the above, using religious evidence, to evaluate the statement ‘Religion and science have nothing in common’. 

Core Skills 

Describe – give detailed accounts. 

 Understand religious and non-religious beliefs and ideas about the world. 

 Distinguish between different sets of beliefs from within the diverse religious framework of modern day Britain, acknowledging that 
Christianity is the majority religion. 

 State personal beliefs and ideas about the world. 
 
Explain – give justification and detail to ideas. 

 Give valid reasons why people hold their beliefs, supported with evidence. 

 Develop detailed ideas about how beliefs can be applied to modern life in Britain. 
 
Analyse – investigate ideas thoroughly. 

 Consider, in detail, all of the evidence surrounding an idea. 

 Use a wide range of relevant evidence to show a variety of different points of view. 
 
Evaluate – consider different points of views to reach well-reasoned judgements. 
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 Form consistently critical examinations of a range of evidence, arguments, and points of view. 

 Reach conclusions based on evidence and logical chains of reasoning. 
 

LEVEL DESCRIPTOR 

 Describe Explain Evaluate Analyse 

 
GREATER DEPTH 
 
 

 Describe in great 
detail the strengths 
and weaknesses of 
ideas, as well as 
similarities and 
differences between 
them. 

 Confidently use and 
define a wide range of 
specialist terms. 

 Incorporate religious 
evidence consistently 
to illustrate points. 

 Different explanations 
and interpretations of 
the evidence shown. 

 Incorporate wider 
learning, outside of the 
topic, to develop 
points further. 

 Relate ideas 
consistently to own 
experience. 

 Reach well-argued 
judgements based on 
multiple logical chains 
of reason, showing 
critical evaluation. 

 Different points of view 
fully developed and 
criticised, with 
strengths and 
weaknesses explained 
in considerable detail. 

 Use a wide range of 
relevant evidence and 
information to form 
coherent and 
contrasting points of 
view. 

 Successfully develop 
ideas into logical 
chains of reasoning 
and considered 
arguments. 

 
CONFIDENT 
 
 

 Use a wide range of 
religious evidence to 
illustrate ideas. 

 Describe in detail the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of ideas, 
as well as similarities 
and differences 
between them. 

 Give complex 
explanations, 
supported with a wide 
range of fully 
explained evidence. 

 Different explanations 
and interpretations 
shown. 

 Reach well-argued 
judgements based on 
multiple logical chains 
of reasoning. 

 Develop reasoned 
critical consideration 
of different points of 
view, showing 
evaluation of 
evidence. 

 Use a wide range of 
relevant evidence to 
form coherent points 
of view. 

 Give consistently clear 
and in-depth 
examinations of all 
evidence and 
arguments, from 
different points of 
view, comparing and 
contrasting elements. 

 
EXPECTED 
 
 

 Fully describe a wide 
range of ideas. 

 Use a range of 
religious evidence to 

 Give developed 
explanations, 
supported with a wide 
range of explained 

 Reach well-argued 
judgements based on 
logical chains of 
reasoning. 

 Use a wide range of 
relevant evidence and 
information to support 
different points of 
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illustrate ideas. 

 Identify the strengths 
and weaknesses of 
ideas, as well as 
similarities and 
differences between 
them. 

evidence. 

 Variety of applied 
religious 
beliefs/teachings fully 
developed and linked 
to relevant point. 

 Develop reasoned 
critical consideration 
of different points of 
view.  

view. 

 Give consistently clear 
and in-depth 
examinations of 
evidence and 
arguments from 
different points of 
view. 

 
WORKING TOWARDS 
 
 

 Fully describe a range 
of ideas. 

 Identify the strengths 
and weaknesses of 
ideas, as well as 
similarities between 
them. 

 Give detailed 
explanations, 
supported with a 
range of explained 
evidence. 

 Variety of applied 
supporting religious 
beliefs/ teachings fully 
developed. 

 Reach judgements 
based on logical 
chains of reasoning. 

 Develop reasoned 
consideration of 
different points of 
view. 

 Use a range of 
relevant evidence and 
information to support 
different points of 
view. 

 Give consistently clear 
and in-depth 
examinations of all 
evidence and 
arguments. 

 
BEGINNING 
 
 

 Fully describe several 
ideas. 

 Use religious evidence 
to illustrate ideas. 

 Give detailed 
explanations 
supported with 
evidence. 

 Applied religious 
beliefs/teachings fully 
developed. 

 Form supported and 
logical chains of 
reasoning. 
Develop reasoned 
consideration of a 
point of view. 

 Use a range of 
evidence and 
information to support 
a point of view. 


