
  Polam Hall School  

Grange Road  

Darlington  

Co. Durham  

DL1 5PA  

  

Tel: 01325 463 383  

www.phs.woodard.co.uk  
 
 

Registered office:  
1 Adam Street  

London WC2N 6LE 
Registered Company No. 6415729 An exempt charity  

 
 

  

 

 Dear Year 3 and 4 Parents       14th January 2021 

As you know, we have been continually developing our Home Learning provision since the start of the first lockdown 

in March – and we continue to do so.  

In Years 5 to 11 we are currently using Microsoft Teams for our Home Learning and this has proved to be very 

successful, as it integrates a platform for live teaching, with the ability to upload work for feedback from teachers. The 

version of Teams that we use has been specifically designed for education and includes folders for pupils to keep their 

work in, ‘assignments’ which teachers can mark and return to pupils online, as well as the meetings function with 

which you may already be familiar. It is also more secure than some other platforms and pupils will use it in school for 

their computing lessons as they progress through KS2. 

We would now like to begin to use Teams instead of Zoom with Years 3 and 4 for both live teaching, replacing the 

Zoom sessions that you have now, and for the submission of children’s work. Although we recognise that there will be 

some challenges in making this move, we feel that the advantages for both staff and children far outweigh the 

difficulties!  

We will make the transition from Monday 18th January. Pupils will be guided through Teams and taught how to use it 

in their afternoon online lessons on Friday 14th January. We would also like to offer you a parent information event so 

that you can see how Teams works and ask any questions. There will be a live session at 2pm on Tuesday 19th January 

and a recorded session which we will make available to all Year 3 and 4 parents via email and also post on Show My 

Homework. I am also attaching some written guidance with this letter. If you already use Teams in your own work the 

session will very much cover the basics, so you may not need more than the written guidance attached.  

Pupils and parents will be sent their email addresses and passwords by class teachers to enable you to access the Class 

Team.  

The times and format of your live sessions will not change – it is simply the medium through which you and your child 

access them. Just as we do with everything at Polam, we are always seeking to improve what we do and we hope that 

Teams will be streamline the learning experience for everyone. 

The link for the Parent Information Event are below – we hope that this will answer any questions that you have. 

Best wishes 

 

Kate Reid 

Principal 

 

 


