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         Polam Hall School Summer School Impact Report 

 

Summer School Information: Year 7 
 
Dates of Summer School 

 
23rd-27th August 2021 

 
Number of pupils attending Summer School 

 
82 

 
For Year 7 only: Number of Polam/External pupils 
attending Summer School 

 
47 external pupils, 35 Polam Juniors 

 
Number of staff working in Summer School 

12 staff (6 constant in every day) (6 in for subject 
specialist sessions) 

 
 

Summer School Costs 
 

 
Total funding received for Year 7 Summer 
School 

£12,605.11 

 
Staffing costs Year 7 

£6487.03  

 
Resources Year 7 

£5079.87  

 
Catering costs Year 7 

£1038.21  

 
 

 

Summer School Attendance Data 

Day Number of 
pupils attending 

Attendance as 
% of cohort 

Attendance of 
PP pupils  

Attendance of 
SEND pupils 

Attendance of 
More Able 

pupils 

 
Monday 

82 76 19 9 9 

 
Tuesday 

79 73 19 9 9 

 
Wednesday 

72 67 17 8 9 

 
Thursday 

75 69 18 9 9 

 
Friday 

72 67 17 9 9 

 
 

Outline of Summer School Timetable 
 
In this Olympic year, we gave the Summer School an Olympic theme. This gave the week al focus and kept students 
engaged. 
  
Form Time: 
 
The intention of our Y7 summer school was to ensure that all students, whether they had attended Polam Juniors 
or not, left with a solid understanding of the school’s rules and routines and felt more confident and comfortable 
about starting the year in September. This included having a knowledge of the school buildings and layout, knowing 
where key places on site were e.g. the dining hall, main office, toilets, theatre and where each subject’s classrooms 
are based. Additionally, having a solid understanding the school’s expectations and routines with regards to 
behaviour would ensure that pupils could smoothly transition straight into school life without being overwhelmed or 
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confused by expectations. We also wanted students to be aware of the school’s learner profile in which we hope 
they will be confident, curious, creative and community spirited members of the school community. 
 
We used our times as a group in form to discuss these things and allow students to ask questions on anything they 
didn’t understand or were unsure of. We also used this time to practise behaviour expectations, such as making 
sure students all stood up when a member of staff walked in the room. Students were taught about the 4C learner 
profile. Each word was explicitly taught, and students were given examples of the sort of things they could do to 
achieve each one. This is something we also did with the behaviour expectations (ready, respectful, safe and kind). 
 
History: 
 
In History, students looked at the origins of the Olympic Games, dating back to ancient Olympia. This provided the 
pupils with a perfect opportunity to compare the 2020 Olympic Games with the original and look at some of the 
traditions that have continued and are symbolic. In their second lesson, students used a series of significant 
events and dates throughout the history of the Olympics to help them develop their skills in chronology. Students 
combined their historical, mathematical, and artistic skills to create a timeline out of chalk and plot the events in 
chronological order. 
 
MFL: 

All students in Year 7 study German as their main modern foreign language through to Year 9, building on the Latin 
tuition Polam Junior School students have studied. There are four skills in learning a language , listening, speaking 
, reading and writing. To start a language, speaking and listening take paramount importance, and we addressed 
these two skills with some oral/aural work. Games form an important part of language learning at Polam, and through 
competitive vocabulary knowledge games and choral repetition of key vocabulary around numbers, pets, colours, 
descriptive adjectives and family members. The level of participation from all students was excellent. They listened 
well, responded accordingly and, most importantly, were all willing to have a go at a new language. This bodes well 
for German study in Year 7 and beyond 

Arts and Crafts: 
 
During the arts and crafts session at the beginning of the week, students were challenged to create their own 
Olympic pictogram. The Tokyo Olympics had a pictogram (icon) for each sport. Students were shown all of the icons 
and asked to choose one to copy. They had to paint pieces of paper with different colours and patterns and then 
draw the limbs for the character and sporting equipment of the pictogram they had chosen before cutting these out 
and gluing them onto a blank page to create their own pictogram design.  
 
In their second art session students had to create a poster for the upcoming 2024 Paris Olympics developing on 
from the work they had created in the first art session. Students were provided with a selection of ideas based 
around specific landmarks/features related to Paris and the Olympics and were challenged to combine the two in 
order to produce an eye catching and relevant poster for the games.  
 
Tour: 
 
On the first day, all students were given an extensive tour of the school, to ensure that they became more familiar 
with the school grounds, the names of each building, the whereabouts of classrooms and knowledge of key areas 
such as toilets, first aid/support rooms etc. The aim was to ensure that students become more familiar with their 
surroundings ensuring the remainder of the summer school week was less intimidating but also to allow a smooth 
transition in September. 
 
Science/STEM: 

 
On the STEM day staff set up a mystery landing/ explosion outside. Students then spent the day using scientific and 
mathematical skills to solve various problems including “what does an alien eat?” using DNA extraction, “what does 
the note say” using code cracking techniques, “who wrote the note” looking at chromatography and “what do aliens 
eat” by taking samples and testing the PH levels in the samples form the crash site. Finally pupils had to use their 
team work skills to pull this altogether to answer the ultimate question of the day “WHO IS THE ALIEN IN MY 
SCHOOL?” 
 
Sport sessions: 
 
We chose to do some fun and engaging sport sessions to encourage the values of the learner profile (Community, 
confidence, creativity, curiosity). 
 
Frisby Golf:  
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In this activity students had to be creative in the way they designed each hole of the course and the way they 
approached trying to complete its successfully using a variety of different throwing techniques. Pupils also developed 
their confidence and community spirit with each other as they had to complete the course with a student they had 
never met before. 
 
Handball: 
Handball was chosen as it is an Olympic sport and also a new sport to most students that will be on their curriculum 
during year 7. This allowed for an early introduction to the game and for students to develop a variety of skills in a 
fun and social setting. Students had to use/develop all four areas of the learner profile as they asked/answered 
questions about the rules and how to perform the skills involved in the game and as they worked collaboratively on 
the skills and as a team in competitive games. 
 
Dodgeball: 
Students took part in a dodgeball competition during the week. It gave them a chance to demonstrate their 
competitive nature through a fun game. Students were put into four teams in the session and played a round robin 
tournament to see who could be crowned dodgeball champions.  
 
English: 
 
The students spent some time looking at the women's BMX races from the Olympic games, focusing specifically 
on Bethany Shriever (racing) and Charlotte Worthington (freestyle). Students listened to the commentary and 
discussed the technical terminology that commentators were discussing. They then looked at the passion in which 
the commentators had and the support they were giving competitors. Students then spent time doing a hot seat 
activity where one pupil acted as the competitor and classmates then asked the Olympian questions about their 
experiences. After making notes and writing down the names of some of the technical freestyle moves, pupils then 
had the opportunity to do their own commentary over the top of the video. The students really enjoyed this session 
and were willing to participate in the commentary and hot seating.  
 
Egg Drop Challenge: 
 
The egg drop challenge was a fun and engaging activity that allowed students to demonstrate the 4Cs. Students 
had a time limit in which to work as a group to design a vessel out of scrap/art materials that could keep an egg 
safe when dropped from a height. Students had to demonstrate working collaboratively, thinking critically and 
creatively about design ideas that might be successful and working together to source materials they would need 
before building and constructing their design. 
 
Drama: 
 
In keeping with the overarching theme of The Olympics, the Drama sessions explored social, historical, cultural and 
political context of Ancient Greek rituals with the conclusion being drawn that rituals such as the Olympics were in 
fact the first forms of Drama. Students participated in a wide range of activities including: watching two TED talks 
on Ancient Greek theatre and The Ancient Greek Olympics for context, reenacting a ritual to honour the gods and 
various group exercises. The aim of the session was to start to introduce basic Drama conventions which, pre Covid-
19, would have been covered on transition days in preparation for Year 7. Year 7s were given a flavour of the themes 
and topics covered in Year 7 Drama as well as being given the opportunity to ask questions.  
 
Sports Day: 
 
On the final day we brought all the students together to compete in a friendly Olympic themed sports day. Students 
competed in a variety of running, jumping and throwing events. The morning allowed for some competition and a 
taster into the kind of sporting competitions they may take part in throughout secondary school. Again, students had 
the opportunity to demonstrate areas of the Polam learner profile. 
 
Presentation: 
 
On the final afternoon we had a presentation ceremony (in line with the Olympic theme). All certificates were linked 
to one of the 4C’s (confidence, community, creativity and curiosity). Students were awarded certificates things they 
had done throughout the week in their activities that demonstrated one of the areas of the learner profile. This further 
developed the students understanding of this and how the expectations of them as exemplary students as they 
moved into Y7. 
 

 

Impact of Summer School 
 
What we wanted to achieve: 
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The intention of our Y7 summer school was to ensure that all students left with a solid understanding of the school’s 
rules and routines and felt more confident and comfortable about starting the year in September. We also wanted 
them to have a solid understanding of the school’s expectations and routines with regards to behaviour to ensure 
that pupils could smoothly transition straight into school life without being overwhelmed or confused by expectations. 
We also wanted students to be aware of the school’s learner profile to develop them as confident, curious, creative 
and community spirited members of the school community. 
 
How we collected the data: 
 
In order to collect data to see if we had achieved our aims, we asked students to complete a questionnaire at the 
very beginning of the week and then to complete the same questionnaire at the end of the week. Questions were 
based around students’ confidence with their peers, teachers and the school. Students were asked to answer each 
question on a scale from strongly disagree to strongly agree. The data for each question was compared from the 
start of the week to the end in the hope that all students had moved to a higher score.  
 
Example questions: I understand the Polam learner expectations. 
                                 I know my way around the school site. 
 
Overall impact: 
 

Overall, all pupils said they felt more confident moving into Y7 following the summer school.  
 
All students either strongly agreed or agreed that they had a good understanding of the Polam learner profile and 
behaviour expectations as a result of the week. 
 
All students said they had a better understanding/knowledge of the school site/building and classrooms. 
 
All pupils identified that they knew the Polam secondary staff better than they did before, and they felt comfortable 
approaching them for help. 
 
All pupils agreed that had been given opportunities to meet knew people and felt confident that they had made 
some knew friends during the week.  
 
Most students suggested that they knew most of the students who would be in their teaching groups and in their 
form groups 
 
Most importantly all pupils said they felt less worried about starting school in September and were more confident 
with the expectations, rules and routines.  
 
As a result, students beginning school in September were able to spend less time learning these things and were 
able to begin the year in a positive manner.  
 
 

 

 

 

 


